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Unity, a Must in Achieving Gender
Parity, Speaker Mutti

Speaker Mutti officiates at the Annual General Meeting of the Zambia Women’s Parliamentary Caucus held on 23rd November, 2024 at

Twalumba Hotel in Chisamba District.

|By Temwa Nyirenda |

Speaker of the National Assembly, Rt
Hon Nelly B K Mutti, SC., MP, FAPRA
has called on female politicians and the

women’s movement to be united in order
to drive the transformative change of in-
creasing representation of women in deci-
sion-making.

Speaking when she officially opened the
Annual General Meeting of the Zambia
Women’s Parliamentary Caucus on Satur-
day, 23rd November, 2024 at Twalumba

Hotel, Speaker Mutti entreated female
parliamentarians not to be divided by po-
litical calls because it would weaken the
collective influence and also perpetuate
stereotypes which deter potential female
leaders from entering politics.

She noted with concern that, despite
women constituting 51 percent of Zam-
bia’s population, they make up less than
15 percent of the numbers in Parliament.
The Speaker therefore, encouraged fe-
male parliamentarians to emulate the
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collaborative spirit exhibited by the male
Members of Parliament, who go beyond
their political affiliations.

She urged female parliamentarians to
foster cordial relationships that would
empower women and girls, irrespective
of the heated debates and confrontations
that occur within the parliamentary set-
ting.

The the
stakeholders to assist the caucus in am-

Speaker implored external

plifying awareness regarding women’s
rights and the societal barriers that im-
pede gender parity. She encouraged the
parliamentarians to be proactive advo-
cates for policy amendments and legal
reforms that target pivotal concerns
such as gender-based violence, cyber-
bullying, equitable opportunities and
representation.

And the Chairperson for the Zambia
Women Parliamentary Caucus and Min-
ister of Justice, Hon Princes Kasune, MP
emphasized the need for the female par-
liamentarians to be a unified force of ad-
vocates, leaders, allies, and change-
makers that are committed to driving
progress and equality in every corner of
society. She stressed that when united,
women are a movement that is unstop-
pable.

She emphasized, the Zambia Women
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Parliamentary Caucus Annual General
Meeting was not a mere meeting but a
celebration of resilience, a platform for
amplifying voices, and a space for collab-
oration. Honourable Kasune invited the
female parliamentarians to ignite fresh
ideas, bold strategies, and a renewed
sense of solidarity.

During the same occasion, the Deputy
Clerk for Corporate Affairs, Mrs Cecilia
Sikatele-Mambwe said the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of the Zambia Women Par-
liamentary Caucus had been convened
to, among others, elect the Executive
Committee, review the 2024 Annual Re-
port, and to validate the 2025 Work
Plan.

She highlighted that, the National As-
sembly of Zambia Strategic Plan for 2022
to 2026 had prioritized gender as a cross
-cutting theme, reaffirming the institu-
tion’s commitment to mainstreaming
gender in all its interventions.

Mrs Mambwe further stated that the An-
nual General Meeting was a representa-
tion of an important milestone in further
strengthening the Caucus's role in ad-
vancing gender equality and empowering
women across the nation.
The Zambia Women’s Parliamentary
Caucus was established in 1997 as a fol-
low-up to the SADC seminar on
‘practical gender equality, from dialogue
to action’, held in Windhoek, Namibia in
1997. The caucus comprises of all fe-
male Members of the National Assembly
of Zambia.
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FIRST DEPUTY SPEAKER BEMOANS LOW PARTICIPATION
AND REPRESENTATION OF YOUTHS IN PARLIAMENT

—

pants of the Youth Parliamentary Academy.

Third from the back row: First Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, Hon. Malungo Chisangano, MP, alongside partners
from the European Union, Ireland, Inter Pares and supporting staff from the National Assembly pose for a picture with partici-

By Komiwe Nyirenda &
Jessy Mtonga

J

First Deputy Speaker of the National
Assembly of Zambia, Honourable Ma-
lungo Chisangano, MP, says youth partici-
pation and representation in formal politi-
cal processes and policy making remain
relatively low on a global scale. She said
this is evidenced by the few young people
who occupy roles within formal institu-
tions such as Parliament, public admin-
istration and key decision-making posi-
tions.

Speaking when she officiated at the
launch of the Youth Parliamentary Acad-
emy on Monday, 18th November, 2024, at
Parliament Buildings, Honourable Chi-
sangano said the low participation of
youth in democratic processes has gone
unrecognized leading to a loss of confi-
dence in the political systems.

“l am delighted to launch the Youth Par-
liamentary Academy today, as it will pro-
vide young people with opportunities to
showcase

Continued on next page
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their ingenuity within political systems.
This initiative will strengthen demo-
cratic inclusivity and ensure that their
views and needs are considered in na-
tional development,” She said.

The First Deputy Speaker urged Parlia-
mentarians and key stakeholders to ad-
vance youth focused legislation, desig-
nated Parliamentary seats for young
leaders and reduced barriers for elected
positions as these steps are essential
for creating a more representative gov-
ernance system.

Speaking at the same event Ambassa-
dor of the European Union to Zambia
and COMESA, H.E. Ms. Karolina Stasi-
ak commended the National Assembly
and it’s cooperating partners for their
dedication to empowering youth in gov-
ernance. She described the YPA as a
valuable tool for youth engagement in
democratic processes and reaffirmed
the EU’s commitment to supporting
youth-centered initiatives.

Meanwhile, Acting Irish Ambassador
and Chargé d’Affaires, Brian Caden,
stressed the need of an inclusive gov-
ernance of all societal groups, especial-
ly the youth. He called on government
to increase representation of youth,
women and individuals with physical
challenges in decision making struc-
tures.
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And INTER PARES Parliamentary
adviser Ms. Lotte Geunis said that
the YPA would bridge the gap be-
tween young citizens and leaders,
promoting dialogue and inspiring
youth contributions to Zambia’s
democratic growth.

The Youth Parliamentary Academy,
a collaborative initiative between
the National Assembly of Zambia
and the INTER PARES program,
supported by the EU and partner
nations such as German, Austria
and Ireland, aims to equip young
Zambians with the skills needed to
actively participate in Parliamen-
tary functions and broader demo-
cratic processes.

From over 1,200 applicants, two
young people from each of Zam-
bia’s ten constituencies were se-
lected to participate. These youth
will engage directly with the Na-
tional Assembly and representa-
tives from two European Member
State
unique exchange of ideas and en-

Parliaments, fostering a

hancing their understanding of
democratic governance.
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CAUCUS ON WASH A BECON OF HOPE FOR ZAMBIAS
WATER AND SANITATION SECTOR, SAYS HON MOYO

»

CAUCUS FOR WATER,
SANITATION AND
HYGIENE

—_—

Second Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly of Zambia Hon. Moses F. Moyo, MP, after signing a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with Board Chairperson of the Zambia NGO WASH Forum, Mr. Marlon Phiri (I) at Parliament Buildings.

By Namasiku Mubiana &
Makani Kabeta

/ | ‘he Second Deputy Speaker of the Nation-
al Assembly of Zambia, Honourable Mo-
ses F. Moyo, MP, said the Parliamentary Cau-

cus on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene is a
beacon of hope for Zambia's Water and Sani-
tation Sector.

He said the growing global challenges posed
by water scarcity and inadequate sanitation
systems, have become pressing issues for
Zambians and as a result, the National As-
sembly remains committed to addressing
these challenges to ensure better access to
water and sanitation.

Speaking at the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Zambia NGO

WASH Forum aimed at advancing water,
sanitation and hygiene in Zambia on Thurs-
day 7t November, 2024 at Parliament Build-
ings, Hon. Moyo said the effects of severe
water shortage has threatened public health,
economic development, environmental sus-
tainability and social stability over the past
few years.

Honourable Moyo urged Members of Parlia-
ment to view the MoU as a collective respon-
sibility, crucial for making

meaningful progress in the WASH sector. He
further called on leaders in the sector to
unite, share knowledge and advocate for pol-
icy changes that will benefit the citizens they
serve.
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From left to right: Board Chairperson of the Zambia NGO WASH Forum, Mr. Marlon Phiri, Second Deputy Speaker of the National Assem-
bly, Hon. Moses F. Moyo, Netherlands Development Organisation Zambia’s Country Director, Ms. Lucy Fulgence, National Assembly Depu-
ty Clerk Procedure, Mr Stephen Kawimbe and Parliamentary Caucus-WASH Chairperson, Hon Twaambo Mutinta, MP, proudly showcase
the signed Memorandum of Understanding.

Continued from page 5

Meanwhile Itezhi-Tezhi Member of Parliament
(MP) who is also PC-WASH Chairperson, Hon.
Twaambo Mutinta said the caucus’ vision is to
empower Members of Parliament to advocate
for WASH improvements in their constituen-
cies. He noted that Zambian Parliamentarians
have joined other Parliaments across the
world in the development of systems that pri-
oritize water, sanitation, and hygiene.

“For us in the Parliamentary Caucus on
WASH, access to clean water, effective sanita-
tion, and hygiene practices is not just a devel-
opmental goal; it is a matter of dignity, health,
and human rights. The importance of our
commitment cannot be overstated, as access
to water and sanitation is directly linked to
the well-being of every individual we repre-
sent,” he said.

And, Board Chairperson of the Zambia NGO
WASH Forum, Mr. Marlon Phiri, said the MoU

is a vital step by the National Assembly and
the NGO WASH forum towards strengthen-
ing the efforts in advocating for water sanita-
tion and hygiene (WASH) across Zambia.

Netherlands  Development  Organization
(SNV) Zambia’s Country Director, Ms. Lucy
Fulgence applauded the dedication of all
stakeholders in making the event and the
MoU signing a reality. She said the initiative
was a critical step towards improving the
lives of Zambians through clean water and
sanitation access.

Speaking earlier, Deputy Clerk (Procedure)
Mr. Stephen Kawimbe said that the Parlia-
mentary Caucus would create a space for
MPs to engage in dialogue and advance
WASH policy. He thanked international sup-
porters, including the European Union,
USAID, and the African Development Bank,
for their contributions to WASH initiatives in
Zambia.
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HONOURABLE DR KALILA SCOOPS CPA
CHAIRMANSHIP POSITION

’ 7~ INTERNATIONAL
/ CONVENTION

SYDNEY CENTRE

Dr Christopher Kalila, MP, delivers a keynote address after his election as Chairperson of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Associa-

tion.

By Sibonelo Jere

ember of Parliament for Lukulu

East Hon. Dr. Christopher Kalila
has made history as the second Zambian
and fifth in Africa to be elected as Chair-
person of the Commonwealth Parliamen-
tary Association (CPA) Executive Commit-
tee. His election took place in a closely
contested race during the 67th Common-
wealth Parliamentary Conference, held in
Sydney, Australia. The term of office is
three years.

Dr. Kalila emerged victorious on 7th No-
vember 2024 over Speaker of the Barba-
dos Parliament Hon. Arthur Holder, and

outgoing Acting Chairperson of the CPA,
by a single vote in a decisive rerun. The
race for the Chairperson position saw
three candidates

vying in an initial round, where Dr.
Kalila received 77 votes, Hon. Arthur
Holder secured 93 votes, and Honoura-
ble Zainab Gimba of Nigeria garnered 71
votes. In the subsequent runoff, Dr.
Kalila clinched the position with 109
votes against Hon. Holder's 108.

Dr. Kalila’s journey to this position be-
gan with a strong endorsement from the
CPA Africa Region at the 53rd CPA Africa
Regional Conference held in Tanzania
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Dr Christopher Kalila, MP, Dr. Christopher Kalila, MP, being congratulated following his election as Chairperson of the Common-
wealth Parliamentary Association.

Continued from the previous page

earlier this year. In his acceptance
speech, he expressed gratitude to Rt.
Hon. Ms. Nelly B. K. Mutti, Speaker of
the National Assembly of Zambia, who
encouraged his candidacy and inspired
him to represent Africa and uphold the
Commonwealth’s values. Dr. Kalila
pledged to advance equity and uphold
Commonwealth principles throughout
his term.

As Chairperson, Dr. Kalila will lead the
CPA Executive Committee, which over-
sees and directs the Association's activi-
ties and policies. His duties will include
serving as the spokesperson of the CPA
on policy matters, presiding over Execu-
tive Committee meetings, and providing
policy guidance to various subcommit-
tees.

The National Assembly of Zambia contin-
ues to make significant contributions
within the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association. Notably, the Speaker of the
National Assembly, Rt. Hon. Mutti, was
recently recognized as the 2023 CPA Par-
liamentarian of the Year.

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Associ-
ation, founded in 1911, is a network of
over 180 legislative bodies from across
nine geographic regions of the Common-
wealth. It provides a platform for parlia-
mentarians and parliamentary staff to col-
laborate on shared issues and best prac-
tices, supporting parliamentary democracy
across diverse nations.

And the Speaker of the Zambian National
Assembly, Rt. Hon. Mutti and Zambia
High Commissioner to Australia and New
Zealand Dr. Elias Munshya congratulated
Dr. Kalila on the victory.
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Speaker of the National Assembly, Hon Nelly B.K Mutti, SC, MP, FAPRA shares a light moment with the Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Edenberg, Dr. Gunasekar Ariyamuthu.

By Lombe Musonda

The Speaker of the National Assembly of Zam-
bia, the Rt. Hon. Ms. Nelly B. K. Mutti, SC., MP,
FAPRA, and the Chancellor of the University of
Edenberg, Dr. Gunasekar Ariyamuthu, have
reaffirmed their commitment to promoting tech-
nology-driven workplaces.

This partnership was marked by the University
of Edenberg's donation of a state-of-the-art
smart interactive board to the National Assem-
bly of Zambia (NAZ), a significant step toward
enhancing operational efficiency within the Leg-
islature. The handover ceremony took place on
Monday, 25th November, 2024, at Parliament
Buildings.

Speaking at the event, Speaker Mutti extended
heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Ariyamuthu and the

University of Edenberg for their support. She
noted that the Smart Interactive Board would
not only modernise communication processes
but also streamline parliamentary operations.

Dr. Ariyamuthu echoed these sentiments, de-
scribing the donation as part of the University’s
mission to contribute to innovative governance
solutions. He emphasised that integrating ad-
vanced technology is crucial for building a more
efficient and effective workplace.

The National Assembly of Zambia has adopted
digital technology to increase efficiency, stream-
line operations, and enhance public engage-
ment. By implementing smart digital solutions
that aims to improve work processes and be-
come more responsive to the needs and aspira-
tions of Zambians.
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INFRATEL ZAMBIA DONATES 2,000 TREES TO SUP-
PORT SPEAKER’S TREE PLANTING CHALLENGE

First Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, Hon. Malungo Chisangano (centre), poses for a group photo during the launch
of the Tree Planting Initiative at Chalimbana University, in Chongwe District .

By Namasiku Mubiana &
Mukoba Ngulube

he First Deputy Speaker of the Na-

tional Assembly of Zambia, Honoura-
ble Malungo Chisangano, MP, said the
2000 trees donated by Infratel Zambia to
be planted in all the ten provinces is an
important step towards addressing envi-
ronmental challenges. She said the initia-
tive aligns with the National Assembly’s
commitment to combat climate change
and its adverse effects, such as recurring
droughts.

She said this during the launch of the
Tree Planting Initiative organised by In-
fratel Zambia in collaboration with the
Zambia Institute of Public Relations and
Communications (ZIPRC), on Wednesday,

20th November, 2024,
University in Chongwe.
The First Deputy noted that the donated
trees to be planted by Infratel across all
10 provinces of Zambia, with a goal of
planting 10 trees at each of 200 facili-
ties, including schools, hospitals and
shared spaces near Infratel tower sites
with high energy consumption, is a truly
noble gesture as it demonstrates the or-
ganisation’s commitment to promoting a
sustainable Zambia.

at Chalimbana

Speaking on behalf of the Green Econo-
my and Environment Minister, Mike
Mposha, Director of Forestry Depart-
ment, Mr. Sitwala Wamunyima, said
Government has
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First Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly receives a tree sapling to plant during the launch of the Tree Planting Initiative

at Chalimbana University in Chongwe District.

Continued from the previous page

put in place forest management
measures that will help to address cli-
mate change.

He said the high rate of deforestation in
Zambia due to high reliance on char-
coal remains a crucial challenge and
implementing such mitigation
measures are the only way to overcome
the problem.

Meanwhile, speaking on behalf of Min-
ister of Lands and Natural Resources,
Sylvia Masebo, Chongwe District Com-
missioner, Mr. Evans Lupiya, urged
Chalimbana University students to
take an active role in climate action.
“Planting trees at this institution and

in your communities can make a signifi-
cant difference in fighting climate
change,” he said.

Infratel Zambia Chief Executive Officer,
Mr. Evans Silavwe, reiterated the organi-
sation’s commitment to alleviating the
displacement of trees caused by their
network towers. “This initiative repre-
sents a shared commitment to safe-
guarding natural resources, empowering
communities, and nurturing Zambia’s
rich landscapes for generations to come,”
he said.

ZIPRC CEO and Registrar, Mr. Nimon Mul-
eya, reaffirmed the institution’s dedication
to creating a greener Zambia by encourag-
ing its members to champion environmen-
tal sustainability initiatives.
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Chairperson of the Zambia-Finland Parliamentary Friendship Group, Hon. Imanga Wamunyima, MP, and Ambassador of Fin-
land to Zambia, Ms. Saana Halinen, pose with Executive Members of the Zambia-Finland Parliamentary Friendship Group.

By Namasiku Mubiana &
Gwen Shamizhinga

Chairperson of the Zambia-Finland
Parliamentary Association, Honoura-
ble Imanga Wamunyima MP, says the es-
tablishment of a counterpart Parliamen-
tary Friendship Group by the Finnish
Government is a significant step towards
strengthening bilateral cooperation be-
tween the two nations.

Speaking during a courtesy visit paid on
the Group by the Ambassador of Finland
to Zambia, Ms. Saana Halinen, on Tues-
day, S5th November, 2024, Hon.
Wamunyima noted that the new Friend-
ship Group would serve as a platform for
enhancing diplomatic exchanges and

collaboration in areas such as education,
health, deforestation and drought man-
agement for sustainable development.

He further stated that Zambia aims to
strengthen this partnership through di-
rect exchanges with Finnish lawmakers,
particularly in key areas such as Fin-
land’s green campaigns and practices.

“As Zambian lawmakers, the green cam-
paigns and practices promoted in Finland
offer valuable insights for community en-
gagement on climate change issues, which
is a priority for us all,” He noted

And, Secretary of the Zambia-Finland Par-
liamentary Group, Hon. Chewe Taulo,
said that Zambia is endowed with vast
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land and receives substantial amount
of rainfall in certain regions. He noted
that learning from Finland’s advanced
agricultural technology is crucial to
maximize on the country’s natural re-
sources to enhance growth in agricul-
ture and improve water management.

Meanwhile Senanga Member of Parlia-
ment who is also Member of the Group,
Hon. Walusa Mulaliki, appreciated Fin-
land’s mechanization especially, the
manufacturing of Sisu trucks already
used in Zambia. He expressed hope
that with the Friendship established,
the Group could assist in acquiring
dragger trucks to help address flood
challenges in constituencies.

And Solwezi West Member of Parlia-
Hon. Nicholas Mukumbi,
pressed hope that the partnership

ment, ex-
would foster economic growth in Zam-
bia, particularly by exploring Finland’s
rapid economic evolution. Hon Mukum-
bi pointed out that his constituency,
rich in both semi-precious and pre-
cious stones, could benefit from Finn-
ish technology to add value to these
minerals.

“We are also interested in learning
from Finland’s cultural exchanges,
which have contributed to its economic
success and how such practices could
be implemented in Zambia,” he said.

Speaking Earlier, Ambassador Saana
Halinen reaffirmed Finland’s dedication
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to strengthening ties with Zambia, partic-
ularly through development in

education, agriculture and environmental
sustainability. She noted that Finland’s
expertise in climate action, technology
and resource management, aligns well
with Zambia’s development priorities.

Ambassador Halinen explained that Fin-
land’s development cooperation in Zambia
focuses on forestry, natural resources and
social welfare sectors. “Finland is a min-
ing country with many success stories in
forestry and it is embedded in our legisla-
tion that whenever a tree is cut, another
must be planted. This policy has ensured
that Finland does not suffer the effects of
deforestation and I believe it is something
that Zambia can emulate,” She said.

Ms. Halinen, further informed the Group
that Finland is poised to explore more ar-
eas of investment in Zambia. She dis-
closed that Finnish companies like ZANIF
and MENSO are already providing capaci-
ty building and heavy machinery to sup-
port Zambian communities at both na-
tional and constituency levels.

Other areas for potential collaboration
discussed included scholarship opportu-
nities, entrepreneurship, sports and
youth activities for Zambians and capaci-
ty building programs for Members of Par-
liament.
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Hon Chisangano Urges Parents to Foster Conducive
Environments for Child Development

-

First Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, Hon. Malungo Chisangano officiates at the National Dialogue on Childcare held
on 4th November, 2024 at Mulungushi International Conference Centre.

By Namasiku Mubiana &
Lomtuzi Simpemba

First Deputy Speaker of the National
Assembly of Zambia, Honourable
Malungo Chisangano has urged parents
to support and nurture children under

conducive domestic environments.

Speaking when she officially opened the
National Dialogue on Childcare, held un-
der the theme “Investment in the early
years: A Strategic Action for Human Capi-
tal Development,” on Monday, 4th Novem-
ber, 2024 at Mulungushi International
Conference Centre, Hon, Chisangano said
that such environments are important for
raising responsible children who can

contribute effectively towards the coun-
try’s development.

Honourable Chisangano said the dialogue
was an essential platform for the stake-
holders to share best practices on how
families could be supported in raising
children who would not only survive, but
thrive, achieve their full potential and pos-
itively impact communities.

“It is my sincere hope that we will actively

participate in these discussions and make
meaningful recommendations to address
the challenges such as poverty, chronic
malnutrition and limited resources,” said
Hon Chisangano.
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“These issues impact children's de-
velopment across cognitive,
guage, motor, social and emotional

lan-

domains, which are crucial for
problem-solving and  thinking
skills."

Hon. Chisangano further said that
there was urgent need to tackle so-
challenges such as high
crime rates, street children, early
marriages and child abuse through

cietal

a multi-sectoral approach.

“There is need of stakeholder sup-
port for increased investment in
Early @ Childhood Development
(ECD) and Childcare Services to
equip communities with the tools
necessary to protect and nurture
young children.”

Honourable Chisangano  also
called on Members of Parliament
(MPs) to champion ECD initiatives
within their constituencies as this
would ensure that parents nur-
tured their children under positive
environments.

In a speech delivered by Permanent
Secretary Ms Angela Kawandami
on behalf of the Community Devel-
opment and Social Services Minis-
ter, Ms. Doreen Mwamba said the
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Government is committed to policy
initiatives that promote child develop-
ment. She said the growth of Early
Childhood Development (ECD) hubs
established in collaboration with
UNICEF, has created essential plat-
forms for community dialogue on
child wellbeing.

Meanwhile, Chieftainess Kawaza of
the Chewa people in Katete District,
Eastern Province thanked the Gov-
ernment and UNICEF for their collab-
orative efforts in ECD programs, not-
ing their positive impact in reducing
early childhood marriages in her

Chiefdom.

And United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF)
sentative, Ms. Penelope Campbell re-
affirmed the organization’s commit-
ment to working with the Govern-
ment to expand ECD hubs across

Zambia Country Repre-

Zambia.“Through these hubs, we can
help communities promote nurturing
that benefit both
young children and their caregivers,”
said Ms. Campbell.

care practices
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Clerk of the National Assembly Calls on Z.R.A For En-
hanced Cooperatlon to Strengthen Budget Oversight

Clerk of the National Assembly of Zambia, MR. Roy Ngulube officiates at the Tax Sensitisation Workshop for Members of Par-
|l liament organised by the Zambia Revenue Authority.

By Batuke Imenda

The Clerk of the National Assembly
of Zambia, Mr.
called for closer collaboration be-
tween the National Assembly and the
Zambia Revenue Authority (ZRA) to
improve budget approval and over-

Roy Ngulube, has

sight processes.

He said this during the official open-
ing of the Tax Sensitization Work-
shop for Members of Parliament, or-
ganized by the Zambia Revenue Au-
thority in partnership with the Na-
tional Assembly of Zambia, on Satur-

day, 16th November, 2024, at Avani
Victoria Falls Resort.

Mr. Ngulube emphasized the
portance of equipping Members of
Parliament (MPs) with the knowledge

im-

and tools to oversee public finances
effectively. He noted that partnerships
such as this are crucial to ensuring
the proper management of public re-
sources for the benefit of all Zambi-
ans.
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Mr. Ngulube urged MPs to actively
engage in discussions during the
workshop and use the knowledge
gained to enhance budget oversight
and fiscal responsibility. He added
that improving domestic resource
mobilization through better tax col-
lection systems and reducing fiscal
deficits were key priorities.

"Through closer collaboration, we
can build stronger systems that
contribute to Zambia’s develop-
ment and financial stability," he
stated.

The Clerk also commended the
Zambia Revenue Authority for or-
ganizing the workshop, highlight-
ing its efforts to empower MPs with
critical insights into Zambia’s tax
systems, which he believed was an
important step in ensuring MPs are
well-prepared to oversee public fi-
nances effectively.

Speaking at the same event, the
Commissioner General of the Zam-
bia Revenue Authority, Mr. Dingani
Banda, underscored ZRA’s critical
role in mobilizing domestic re-
sources to support Zambia’s devel-

opment.
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He noted that ZRA’s contribution to
the national budget had increased
significantly over the years, from
49.6% in 2021 to a projected 71.7%
in 2025.

Mr Banda said "Every kwacha collect-
ed in taxes has the potential to trans-
form lives and communities across
our country,".

“Sharing from my personal experienc-
es through my periodic visits to Z.R.A
stations located in other areas of
Zambia, I was able to see a school
that had recently been constructed
through the Constituency Develop-
ment Fund (CDF) when pupils were
previously learning under a deplora-
ble environment”.

Mr. Banda also emphasized the im-
portance of engaging MPs in tax sen-
sitization efforts to reduce knowledge
gaps and promote voluntary tax com-
pliance. He encouraged active partici-
pation in the workshop to explore
ways to strengthen collaboration be-
tween Parliament and ZRA for the
benefit of all Zambians.



