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E uropean Union Ambassador to Zambia, Ka-rolina Stasiak has disclosed that the European 
Union has secured 153 million EUR development 
support for Zambia for the period 2025 to 2027. 

Ambassador Karolina Stasiak, who made the     
announcement when she paid a courtesy call on the 
Right Honorable Ms. Nelly B. K. Mutti, SC, MP, 
FAPRA, Speaker of the National Assembly, on 
20th march, 2025 at Parliament also assured the 
Speaker of the European Unionôs continued      
support to the legislative wing of the government. 

Ambassador Stasiak said that despite there being a 
leadership change at the European Union in     
Brussels, the priorities remained focused on       
attracting investment and sustainable development. 

She said that the funding envelope of 153 million 
EUR which has been secured for the 2025-2027 

period will be directed towards; recapitalizing 
Zambia Railways, Lobito Corridor, enhancing 
energy provision including equipping water       
utilities with solar energy and democratic        
governance.  

The Ambassador said that the partnership between 
the EU and Zambia was based on common values 
of democracy, human rights and freedoms adding 
that Zambiaôs governance and democracy was 
critical as there is a correlation between                    
democratic governance and economic                             
development. 

She further noted that geopolitical challenges,   
including the Russia-Ukraine conflict, had not 
hindered the EUôs commitment to Zambia. 

And speaking earlier, Speaker Mutti praised the 
EUôs support for Zambiaôs socio-economic             
development, democracy, and human rights,     
highlighting the 2.7 million EUR COVID-19 aid 
package.  
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She acknowledged the EUôs role in strengthening 
Zambiaôs parliamentary capacity and called for 
continued collaboration to achieve shared goals of 
prosperity, peace, and sustainable development. 
  
Speaker Mutti also assured the Ambassador that 
the amendment to the Constitution is a people 
driven process and requires a two thirds majority 

in the National Assembly. She further assured the 
ambassador that the National Assembly is a critical 
institution in promotion of democratic governance. 

Speaker Mutti also emphasized the need for in-
creased female representation in Parliament, noting 
a decline from 18% to 15%. She stressed the im-
portance of inclusive governance and announced 
plans for a Parliamentary cr¯che to support female 
MPs, staff, and stakeholders with young children. 
The foundation stone for the facility is set to be un-
veiled on March 27, 2025, with the EU invited to 
participate in this milestone event. 
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S peaker of the National Assembly of Zambia, the 
Right Honourable Nelly B. K Mutti, SC, MP,   

FAPRA has  unveiled the foundation stone for the     
construction of the Nelly Mutti Creche, that will provide 
day-care services to parents, both Parliamentarians and 
staff, with a call to employers to adopt family-friendly         
policies.  

Speaker Mutti has also made a call to cooperating      
partners to come on board and support this initiative of 
constructing the Creche which is projected to cost just 
over Eight Million Kwacha of which one million and 
five hundred thousand Zambian Kwacha has been      
mobilized so far.  

The Speaker has further called on private and           
Government institutions to adopt family-friendly        

 

policies at workplaces, including access to daycare and 
lactation support, which can go a long way in reducing 
the obstacles that women face to equitable                
participation in workplaces.  

Speaking ahead of the unveiling ceremony at          
Parliament grounds, Speaker Mutti said that child care 
is an integral pillar that supports a thriving economy 
and therefore, there was need for child care services at 
work places in order to enhance the productivity of 
women who are the primary care givers.  

ñWhile both men and women can and do, play the role 
of childcare giver, it is usually women who are        
primary caregivers, especially in our culture with 
strong gender norms. For women, particularly, this 
affects their productivity at work and acts as a barrier 
to them achieving their full potential in work places. In 
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fact, some women have opted to take up part-time jobs 
or drop out of the work force entirely in order to take 
care of their children. This is a huge loss of valuable  
human capital, that could, otherwise, contribute to the 
growth of the economy,ò Speaker Mutti said.  

And Chawama Member of Parliament, Hon. Tasila  
Lungu, who is a new mother, said she was proud to   
unveil the foundation stone for the Nelly Mutti  Creche. 
Honourable Lungu said she was humbled not just as a 
female Member of Parliament but as a mother to witness 
this moment which she described as a powerful symbol 
of progress, inclusivity and the recognition that care   
giving and leadership can and must co-exist.  

Also speaking at the same event, Chairperson of the 
Zambia Women Parliamentarians Caucus (ZWPC), Hon. 
Chushi Kasanda said that the establishment of the      
Creche was not just about providing childcare services, 
but also, an indication of the collective commitment to 
gender-responsive policies, family-friendly workplaces, 
and the empowerment of women in the workplace.  

Hon. Kasanda, who is Member of Parliament for 
Chisamba Constituency narrated how she faced        
challenges in fulfilling parental duties when she gave 
birth in 2017.  

ñIn 2017, as a sitting Member of Parliament, I faced  
significant challenges in fulfilling my parental duties 
after giving birth. During the first five months, I had to 
excuse myself from Parliamentary Proceedings and other 
official duties to drive home and breastfeed my baby,ò 
Hon. Kasanda bemoaned.  

Hon. Kasanda commended Speaker Mutti for the Creche    
initiative saying that it serves as a beacon of progress 
and a legacy for future generations of Parliamentarians 
and staff. 
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S peaker of the National Assembly of Zambia, the Right Honourable Nelly B.K. Mutti, SC, MP, 
FAPRA, has called for urgent action on Gender 
Equality. 

Speaker Mutti made this appeal in a statement     
delivered on 5th March, 2025 at Parliament Build-
ings, in commemoration of International Womenôs 
Day, which was held under the theme, ñFor all 
Women and Girls: Rights, Equality, Empower-
ment.ò 

The Speaker said that there is urgent need for      
collective action to promote gender equality and 
ensure the empowerment of women and girls. She 

noted that while progress has been made since the 
landmark Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action 30 years ago, gender disparities continue 
to persist in Zambia and around the world. 

Speaker Mutti acknowledged that, despite the  
notable contributions in empowering women and 
girls and promoting their rights through            
legislative measures such as enacting laws to   
protect women from violence and discrimination, 
as well as the inclusion of gender equality        
provisions in the Constitution (Amendment) Act 
No. 2 of 2016 and the Gender Equity and Equality 
Act No. 22 of 2015, persistent economic           
inequalities continue to disadvantage women. 
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She noted that, according to data from the United 
Nations, approximately 2.4 billion women of    
working age globally are still denied equal                  
economic opportunities. She added that in Zambia, 
poverty levels among women remain higher than 
those of men and womenôs participation in formal 
employment is extremely lower compared to their 
male counterparts. 

 ñThis speaks to the fact that, although legislation 
has been enacted, there is weak implementation of 
laws that support gender equality, not only in    
Zambia but globally,ò she observed. 

Speaker Mutti further bemoaned the low             
representation of women in the National Assembly 
of Zambia. She noted that only 25 out of 167    

Members of Parliament are women, translating to 
a mere 15%. She stated that such statistics        
presented a serious concern, considering         
Parliamentôs Legislative, Representative and 
Oversight functions. 

ñWith the anticipated amendment of the         
Constitution on non-contentious issues, it is my 
expectation that we shall establish a quota system 
that will guarantee more women in the Peopleôs 
House,ò she said. 

Speaker Mutti therefore, called on the            
Government, development partners, civil society 
organizations, the private sector and the media to 
work together to ensure that women and girls 
have full and equal rights in all aspects in order 
for them to achieve their full potential. 
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F irst Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly of Zambia, Honourable Malungo Chisangano, 
MP, has said the benchmarking visit to Kenyaôs 
Centre for Parliamentary Studies and Training 
(CPST) by the National Assembly of Zambiaôs 
Steering Committee on the establishment of the                           
Parliamentary Training Institute will help shape 
policies and strategies for parliamentary                             
performance. 

Speaking when she led the National Assembly of 
Zambia Steering Committee at Kenyaôs Centre for 
Parliamentary Studies and Training (CPST) on 
Monday, 10th March 2025, Honourable Chisangano 
said the visit is an opportunity to learn from      
Kenyaôs experience in setting up a   successful   
Parliamentary Training Centre. 

The First Deputy Speaker said that the National  
Assembly of Zambia recently established the           

Parliamentary Training Institute to provide                        
continuous in-house specialised parliamentary       
training and research for Members of Parliament, 
parliamentary staff, central and local government 
officials, civil society organisations, scholars of   
politics and public administration and other                       
stakeholders. 

She noted that Kenyaôs CPST has positioned itself 
as a regional leader in capacity building for      
legislators, parliamentary staff and other        
stakeholders and as such, would serve as an      
important reference point for Zambia. 

ñThe objective of this visit is to understand the 
CPST model, its governance framework and how 
it operates within the parliamentary system. We 
are particularly keen on learning about its      
budgeting and funding mechanisms, as well as 
how it develops and delivers training programs,ò 
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First Deputy Speaker Chisangano said. 

ñWe commend the Parliament of Kenya for the    
remarkable work in setting up the CPST as a centre 
of excellence in parliamentary training. Our goal is 
to build a similar institution that will strengthen   
legislative processes and improve service delivery 
in our Parliament,ò she said. 

The First Deputy Speaker and her delegation  
were in Kenya on a five-day visit, from 10th to 
14th March 2025, to gain insights into Kenyaôs 
CPST. The lessons learned will contribute to 
shaping the structure and operations of the newly 
established  Parliamentary Training Institute at the 
National Assembly of Zambia. 
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S peaker of the National Assembly of Zambia, the Right Honourable Nelly B. K Mutti, SC, MP,    

FAPRA has been awarded the Excellence Award by 
the Zambia Association of Women Judges (ZAWJ)  
in recognition of her achievements and the impact 

she has made as the first female Speaker. 

This was during the Zambia Association of Women 

Judges (ZAWJ), Womenôs Fundraising Dinner 

Dance and Award Ceremony held on                     

Friday, 14thMarch, 2025, at the Taj Pamodzi Hotel, 

in Lusaka under the theme: ñWomen ós Month,    

Celebrating Women in Various Roles.ò   

The event which was graced by Her Honour the    

Republican Vice President, Mrs. W. K. Mutale       

Nalumango also saw other women recognised 

for their demonstrated excellence, leadership, 

and dedication in their respective fields. 

The ZAWJ is a chapter of the International As-
sociation of Women Judges (LAWJ). It is a 
global network of over 10,000 judges with 
membership in 143 countries. 

Its vision is a World where gender equality, re-
spect for human rights, and inclusive justice 
system are the norm while its mission is to sup-
port and empower its global network of women 
judges to advance gender equality and human 
rights. 
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F  inland remains a key partner in Zambiaôs 
trade and development agenda, First Deputy 

Speaker of the National Assembly of Zambia, 
Honourable Malungo Chisangano, MP, has said. 

She said this when the Minister of Foreign Trade 
and Development of Finland, Mr. Ville Tavio, paid 
a courtesy call on her on Monday, 31st March, 
2025 at Parliament Buildings. 

Hon. Chisangano stated that Zambia values        
Finlandôs longstanding cooperation, particularly in 
environmental protection, social security                          
development, economic growth and investment. 
She noted that Finland has supported various                 
sectors, including private sector development and 
job creation for young people. 

The First Deputy Speaker further said that Finland,  

through its Ministry of Foreign Affairs in                      
partnership with the Ministry of Small and                     
Medium Enterprise Development (SMMED), has 
funded and implemented the Accelerated Growth 
for Micro, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises 
(AGS) Programme aimed at enhancing the growth 
and competitiveness of MSMEs and start-ups in 
Zambia. 

Hon. Chisangano also noted that the cordial                
relations that exist at the national level have                
extended to strong Parliamentary ties. She cited 
the Zambia-Finland Parliamentary Friendship 
Groupôs engagement with the Ambassador of     
Finland to Zambia, Her Excellency Ms. Saana 
Halinen and Finlandôs Deputy Mayor of Tampere, 
Mr. Ilkka Portikivi in November, 2024 as an                
example of efforts to strengthen collaboration. 

She said fostering Parliamentary ties between 
Zambia and Finland would provide a platform for 
legislators from both countries to exchange               
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experiences and best practices, enhancing their 
ability to serve their constituencies effectively. 

Meanwhile, Minister Tavio said Finland is     
committed to deepening its trade and development 
relations with Zambia. He stated that Finland is 
eager to explore new investment opportunities and 
support initiatives that drive economic growth 
particularly technology, renewable energy and 
water management. 

The Minister noted that Finlandôs expertise in  
environmental action, technology and renewable 
energy aligns well with Zambiaôs development 
priorities. He also mentioned that his delegation is 
ready to support efforts to clean the polluted     
Kafue River and promote environmental          
conservation, benefiting communities at both   
national and constituency levels. 

 

And Senanga Member of Parliament and member of 
the Zambia-Finland Parliamentary Friendship 
Group, Hon. Walusa Mulaliki, expressed                
appreciation for Finlandôs technological                            
advancements, particularly in manufacturing. He 
noted that Finlandôs Sisu trucks, once widely used 
by local authorities in Zambia due to their                           
durability, were no longer available and suggested 
their return to the Zambian market. 

Hon. Mulaliki also said the Friendship Group could 
help facilitate the acquisition of dragger trucks to 
assist in addressing flooding challenges in various 
constituencies. Additionally, he commended the 
Minister and his delegation for their willingness to 
support efforts to clean the polluted Kafue River 
and promote environmental conservation in Zambia. 

The Finnish Minister was in Zambia for the third 
Least Developed Country (LDC) Future Forum,  
which took place in Lusaka from 1st to 3rd April 
2025. The Forum, organized by Finland, Zambia 
and the United Nations, aimed to explore innovative                   
solutions to enhance resilience in LDCs by focusing 
on climate-smart agriculture, water management, 
renewable energy, circular economy and sustainable 
industrial processes. 
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T he National Assembly of Zambia remains       
committed to upholding and protecting                 

internationally recognized human rights, including the 
right to freedom of religion or belief, Second Deputy 
Speaker of the National Assembly, Honourable Moses 
F. Moyo, MP, has said. 

He made this statement during a courtesy call on him 
by the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or 
Belief, Professor Nazila Ghanea, on Monday, 31st March 
2025, at Parliament Buildings. 

Hon. Moyo said that the National Assembly has strong 
institutional and constitutional frameworks that safeguard 
fundamental rights and freedoms. He explained that the 
Constitution of Zambia (Amendment) Act No. 2 of 2016 
declares Zambia a Christian nation while also upholding 
an individualôs right to freedom of conscience, belief, or 
religion. 

ñIn line with this aspiration, Article 19(1) of the Constitu-
tion provides for the right to freedom of conscience. This  

right is enshrined in the Bill of Rights and includes an 
individualôs freedom of thought and religion, freedom 
to change oneôs  religion or belief and freedom to 
manifest and propagate oneôs religion or belief through 
worship, teaching, practice and observance,ò he said. 

Meanwhile, Professor Ghanea commended Zambia for 
its commitment to promoting an inclusive society where 
religious beliefs and practices are respected. She said that 
Zambiaôs legal framework provides a solid foundation 
for the protection of religious freedoms and that efforts to 
promote interfaith dialogue and understanding are      
commendable. 

Ms. Ghanea further stated that the purpose of her visit 
was to assess the situation of the right to freedom of   
religion or belief in Zambia within the framework of 
her mandate and to engage in dialogue and              
cooperation on the matter. 

She was pleased that Zambia has maintained a     
peaceful and tolerant society where diverse religious 
groups     coexist and practice their faith freely. 
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S peaker of the National Assembly of Zambia, the Right. Honourable. Ms. Nelly B.K. Mutti, 
SC, MP, FAPRA, has called on Members of            
Parliament to advocate for the use of solar                   
powered water infrastructure for irrigation to boost 
crop production during periods of drought in their 
constituencies.  

She made this call during her visit to Shamanjanji 
Village, Mphande Hills, in Kafue District on 
Wednesday, 19th March 2025. 

Speaker Mutti said that by utilizing solar powered 
irrigation systems, communities would be able to 
grow food throughout the year, thereby helping to 
combat hunger, reduce pressure on the government 
to provide food aid, enhance food security and    
increase household incomes. 

ñWhen Members of Parliament are in the              

Chamber, they often raise concerns about hunger. 
Last yearôs drought made this understandable. 
However, this year, the Lord has blessed us with 
abundant rain, leading to floods in some areas,ò 
she said. 

Speaker Mutti noted with thanks to the communi-
ty of Shamanjanji Village for their irrigation    
efforts, which have been collecting rainwater,   
enabling them to cultivate multiple crops. She 
said the initiative not only enhances food security 
but also allows them to sustainably feed them-
selves and their families. 

And on the same day, Speaker Mutti visited a 
training farm in Nanduba Village, in Kafue     
District, where she engaged with the youth of 
Mphande and commended them for taking part in 
community farming initiatives. She noted that 
some fields had withering maize, but the crops in 
the irrigation-supported fields were thriving. 
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"As we were coming, we noticed that in some 
fields, the maize was withering. But when we 
compare them to yours, your crops are thriving, 
thanks to this very irrigation system. As a farmer 
myself, I must admit Iôm even embarrassed to 
show the state of my own crops. So, I and my 
workers want to learn from you, so that we, too, 
can make an impact in our community,ò she said. 

She encouraged the youths to continue with their 
good work, assuring them that the Government 
and Non-Government Organisations (NGOs) are 
committed to providing the necessary support. 
She added that the Nelly Mutti Foundation would 
also play a role in assisting them. 

Speaker Mutti further encouraged the community 
to prioritize education, stating that it would enable 
individuals to contribute meaningfully to society. 
She added that education would help address  

challenges such as the spread of sexually transmit-
ted diseases (STDs) and teenage pregnancies. 

Meanwhile, the Chief Executive Officer of Africa 
Access Water, Mr. Rodney Katongo, said that 
Mphande Community Development Project aims to 
improve rural livelihoods through solar-powered 
water systems for irrigation, enhanced food security 
and increased income. 

He stated that three villages had been equipped with 
solar-powered water infrastructure, allowing year-
round irrigation on 25 hectares with a storage      
capacity of 120,000 liters. 

ñTwo villages now have 10,000-liter clean water 
kiosks, benefiting 1,000 people and 500 animals and 
over 500 small-scale farmers have been trained in 
climate-smart agriculture, with 300 achieving food 
security. Additionally, a solar-powered green    
training farm supports sustainability by producing 
crops and generating revenue for community        
projects,ò he said. 

And the Program Director at Tevel b'Tzedek, as 
well as a cooperating partner of Africa Access     
Water, Ms. Ayala Odenheimer, expressed                     
appreciation for the Speakerôs visit and the support 
extended to the project. 
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The Speaker of the National Assembly of Zambia, 
Rt. Hon Ms. Nelly B. K. Mutti, SC., MP, FAPRA, 
has called on female Members of Parliament 
(MPs) to make full use of Constituency Offices as 
a means of bringing Parliament closer to the     
people. 

Speaking during a meeting with all female     
Members of Parliament (MP) on Wednesday, 26th 
March, 2025, at Parliament Buildings in Lusaka. 
Speaker Mutti emphasised that the National       
Assembly of Zambia is the most decentralized    
institution in the country, with Constituency      
Offices serving as critical access points for citizen 
engagement. 

During the meeting, the female MPs commended  

 

Speaker Mutti for her continued advocacy for 
womenôs affairs in Parliament. They              
encouraged Madam Speaker to remain steadfast 
in promoting policies that uplift women and 
create more opportunities for their participation 
in governance. 

The meeting with female MPs was aimed at   
discussing strategies for enhancing their        
legislative roles and ensuring effective                    
representation at the grassroots level. The 
Speaker Mutti reaffirmed her commitment to 
facilitating an inclusive Parliament that                        
prioritises the empowerment of women and the 
development of all constituencies. 
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Chisamba MP, Hon. Chushi Kasanda, making her contributions during the meeting for female parliamentarians. 

Hon Mutti and Chawama MP Ms. Tasila Lungu share a light moment after a 
meeting focused on strengthening female Parliamentarians roles and  
grassroots level. 

Speaker Mutti (m) pose for a photo with Chifunabuli MP, Ms Julien Nyemba (l) 
and  nominated Member of Parliament, Ms. Mutinta Mazoka (r). 
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T he National Assembly of Zambia has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
the African Group of Negotiators Experts Support 
(AGNES) to strengthen parliamentary oversight on 
climate change. 

The agreement is aimed at empowering Parliamen-
tarians to track, assess and verify climate-related 
projects on the ground using the Climate Monitor-
ing and Accountability Tool (CMAT), a digital 
platform designed to monitor climate change and 
related actions, ensuring transparency and          
accountability in resource utilization. 

The MoU was signed by the late Clerk of the      
National Assembly, Mr. Roy Ngulube, following a 
meeting between the AGNES delegation and the 
First Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, 
Honorable Malungo Chisangano, MP, on Wednes-
day, 19th March, 2025, at Parliament Buildings. 

Speaking during the meeting, First Deputy Speak-
er Honourable Chisangano said the partnership 
with AGNES would help Members of Parliament 
(MPs) to come up with climate policies backed by 
scientific research and strengthen their role as  
policy watchdogs in ensuring the effective        
implementation of climate-related commitments. 

Hon. Chsangano stated that climate change has 
affected many communities in Zambia and MPs 
need reliable data and tools to assess the progress 
made in addressing these challenges. She further 
noted that the MoU will also provide significant 
benefits to the Parliamentary Caucus on Environ-
ment and Climate Change. 

ñWe need to ensure that resources allocated for 
climate adaptation and mitigation are used effec-
tively. This collaboration will help Parliamentari-
ans engage more meaningfully in climate govern-
ance,ò she said. 
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The late Clerk of the National Assembly, Mr. Roy Ngulube and Dr. George Wamukoya, Leader of the AGNES delegation, shake hands after 
signing an MoU to enhance Parliamentary oversight on climate change. 



18 

Mr. Ngulube said that Parliament has a responsi-
bility to oversee the implementation of climate 
policies and ensure that Zambia meets its national 
and international commitments. He noted that, as 
a result, the tool will enable MPs to carry out their 
oversight role with greater accuracy and efficien-
cy. 

 

Leader of the AGNES delegation, Dr. George 
Wamukoya, said the MOU marks a significant step 
in strengthening parliamentary involvement in cli-
mate action. He stated that African countries need 
strong legislative oversight to ensure that climate 
policies translate into tangible action. 

The agreement is expected to build the capacity of 
Zambian Parliamentarians on climate governance, 
improve their ability to scrutinize policies and pro-
mote informed decision-making on environmental 
issues. 
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NAZ Signs MOU with     
AGNES to Strengthen Cli-
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First Deputy Speaker, Hon. Malungo Chisangano, MP and Dr. George Wamukoya, Leader of the AGNES delegation, shake hands after             
signing an MoU to enhance Parliamentary oversight on climate change. 
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T he National Assembly of Zambiaôs                          
Communication team participated in the 2025 

Zambia Institute of Public Relations and                               
Communication (ZIPRC) Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) and Conference, held under the theme 
ñStrategic Communication and Artificial Intelligence: 
Innovate and Thrive,ò from 18th to 21st March 2025, at 
Avani Resort in Livingstone. 

The Conference which was officially opened by 
the Minister of Information and Media and Chief     
Government Spokesperson Honourable Cornelius 
Mweetwa, MP, on Tuesday, 19th March, 2025, was  
attended by over 300 Public Relations and                     
Communication Professionals from various                         
Institutions across the country. 

Hon. Mweetwa, said that Public Relations and                      
Communications had grown significantly over the 
years from Government, Private Sector and Civil     
Society Organisations. He commended ZIPRC for its 

commitment to championing excellence in Public 
Relations and Strategic Communication noting that 
this had led to the field being recognised as a                       
strategic function that drives transparency,                              
accountability and engagement among others. 

The Minister stated that the Government believes 
in timely, accurate and credible access to information 
as a means of supporting national development. He 
urged practitioners to leverage the conference as a 
platform for exchanging ideas, fostering innovation 
and building a robust communication system that 
would contribute to the countryôs development. 

Hon. Mweetwa further informed the meeting that 
Government was ready to collaborate with ZIPRC 
and its members in enhancing professionalism and 
strengthening the influence of Public Relations and 
Communication in Zambia. He said that any initiatives 
the Association may propose would be fully                         
supported. 

ZIPRC President, Ms. Irene Chipili, called on all 
Public Relations and Communication Practitioners 

March, 2025 Issue No. 019 

By Maybin Mukando  
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National Assembly staff from the Public and International Relations Department and Broadcasting Department at the 2025 ZIPRC Annual General Meeting and Con-
ference at Avani Resort, Livingstone. 
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to adapt to the evolving communication landscape, 
particularly the integration of artificial intelligence. 
She also appealed to professionals in the field to     
register with ZIPRC and ensure compliance with the 
Act governing the profession. 

Africa Public Relations Association (APRA) Vice 
President, Professor Michele Mekeme, said that      
APRA is instrumental in ensuring that Africaôs voice 
is not only heard but also appreciated on the global 
stage.  

He further stated that APRA is not just a body of     
professionals but a collective force that has worked 
tirelessly to elevate the standard of Public Relations 
and Communication across Africa. Therefore, he urged 
practitioners to actively engage with APRAôs                  
initiatives, collaborate across borders and embrace 
emerging trends such as artificial intelligence to      
enhance the effectiveness of communication strategies.  

He noted that by strengthening networks and sharing 
best practices, African Public Relations professionals 
could shape a more influential and  respected industry 
both locally and internationally. 

Meanwhile, the Mayor of Livingstone, Her Worship Ms. 
Constance Muleabai, welcomed the delegates and reaf-
firmed the cityôs commitment to supporting professional 
gatherings such as the ZIPRC AGM and Conference. 
She noted that Livingstone, as a tourism and business 
hub, remains a key location for hosting conferences that 
contribute to knowledge-sharing and professional devel-
opment. 

The conference featured presentations and panel discus-
sions on various topics, including Strategies for Building 
Reputation, Trust and Influence; Effective Communica-
tion in the Public Sector; and Executive Leadership Posi-
tioning for Public Relations and Communications Pro-
fessionals. 

The highlight of the ZIPRC AGM and Conference was 
the Awards Gala Dinner held on the evening of Friday, 
21st March,  2025. During the event, ZIPRC presented 
certificates and prizes to deserving delegates who had 
made exemplary contributions to the institution. Among 
those honored was Mr. Temwa Nyirenda, the Deputy 
Director of International Relations at the National As-
sembly of Zambia, who was conferred with the title of 
Fellow of the Zambia Institute of Public Relations and 
Communication. His achievement reflects the National 
Assemblyôs commitment to promoting excellence in 
Public Relations and Communication. 
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Deputy Director of International Relations at the National Assembly of Zambia, Mr. Temwa Nyirenda (Left), is greeted by ZIPRC President, Mrs. Irene Chipili, after 
being conferred with the title of Fellow of the Zambia Institute of Public Relations and Communication 


