
T he National Assembly of Zambia has 
become the latest partner of Inter 

Pares, a global partnership of the Europe-

an Union which seeks to increase the ca-
pacity of Parliaments by enhancing their 

legislative, oversight, representative, budg-

etary and administrative functions.  

Speaker of the National Assembly of Zam-
bia, Hon Nelly B K Mutti, MP, FAPRA con-

veyed her appreciation to the European 

Union in Lusaka and Brussels for their 
unwavering support in the successful se-

lection of the Zambian Parliament.  
 

She stressed that the initiative stands to 
enhance representative and inclusive de-

mocracy in the country. The Speaker 

said this during a courtesy call paid on 
her by the Ambassador of the European 

Union to Zambia and the Common Mar-

ket for Eastern and Southern Africa on 

12 th  December, 2023 at Parliament 

Buildings.  

Speaker Mutti said the Inter Pares pro-

ject is aligned to the National Assemblyõs 
Strategic Plan for 2022 to 2026, which 

underscores the importance of continu-

ous learning and capacity building,     
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which is crucial for enhancing parliamen-
tary functions both for MPs and staff 

through training, benchmarking, and sys-

tem strengthening. The Speaker further 
noted that the partnership will also con-

tribute to the achievement of the Institu-

tionõs strategic goal and objectives for the 

period 2022 to 2026 timeframe.  

òOur priorities for this period include en-

hanced Parliamentary function; enhanced 

and increased public participation and ef-
fective administrative support to Members 

of Parliament,ó she said. 

Ambassador of the European Union to 

Zambia, Her Excellency Karolina Stasiak, 

commended the National Assembly's pivot-
al role within the democratic framework 

and expressed pride in the EUõs partner-

ship with the institution.  

Ambassador Stasiak highlighted that the 
Inter Pares program is an innovative col-

laborative platform that will foster mutual 

understanding and shared learning experi-

ences.  

She expressed hope that Zambiaõs engage-

ment in this transformative journey with 
Inter Pares would ensure continuous 

learning, strategic collaboration, and in-

clusive practices, thus fortifying democrat-

ic principles within the nation.  
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T he National Assembly is reforming 

the budget approval process with a 

key focus on referencing budget estimates 

to parliamentary oversight committees, 

Clerk of the National Assembly Roy 

Ngulube has said.  

Speaking during the signing of a Memo-

randum of Understanding with coalition of 

Civil Society Organisations (CSOs), think 

tanks, academia and professional bodies 

aimed at enhancing Parliamentõs oversight 

role over the executive arm of govern-

ment on 6 th  December, 2023 at Radisson 

Blu Hotel in Lusaka, Mr Ngulube said 

that Parliamentary committees will need 

technical support to effectively scrutinise 

in detail the budget estimates.  

Mr. Ngulube said that the MoU will ena-

ble partners to work closely with the par-

liamentary budget office and the commit-

tee department in supporting the com-

mittees as they interrogate the budget 

estimates.       
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The Clerk hailed the partnership as a 

unique milestone for the National As-

sembly, as it involved multiple stake-

holders with a unified objective to  forti-

fy democratic governance in Zambia, 

particularly in empowering members of 

parliament in their legislative, repre-

sentative, and oversight roles.  

Mr Ngulube further highlighted that 
the MoU will equally benefit Depart-

ments of the National Assembly such 

as the Research, citing the recent suc-
cess of the National Assemblyõs Re-

search Fair, which saw enthusiastic 
participation from numerous partner 

organizations.  

 

Director of the Parliamentary Budget 

Office, Mr Fitzgerald Kateshi added 
that the MoU would play a pivotal 

role in enhancing cooperation be-
tween the involved parties, particu-

larly in realms of financial manage-

ment, fiscal policies and broader eco-

nomic matters.  

Speaking on behalf of the CSOs, Civil 

Society for Poverty Reduction Execu-

tive Director, Ms Faides TembaTem-

ba expressed optimism about the 

MOU, saying that it will enhance col-

laboration between CSOs and the Na-

tional Assembly, with the aim to pro-

vide checks and balances to the exec-

utive arm of the government.  
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S peaker of the National Assembly of 

Zambia, Right Honourable Nelly B 

K Mutti, MP, FAPRA has observed that 

despite progress towards  gender in the 

current climate finance regime, many 

existing mitigation and adaptation fi-

nancing schemes must deliver on 

womenõs empowerment by systemati-

cally and effectively linking gender and 

climate finance.  

She noted that mitigation activities and 

associated financing have tended to fo-

cus more on large -scale energy efficien-

cy and renewable energy projects, in 

which women are usually left out.   

Speaker Mutti said this when she de-

livered a Keynote address at a panel 

discussion facilitated by First Nation-

al Bank (FNB) and World Wildlife 

Fund (WWF) on òbridging the Finance 

Gap for Transformative Gender Cli-

mate Solutions in Africaó at the  28th 

United Nations Conference of Parties 

on Climate Change (COP 28) on 2nd 

December, 2023 in Dubai, United Ar-

ab Emirates.  
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The Speaker added that gender responsive 

climate budgets are needed to ensure that 

government policies do not create, main-

tain, or exacerbate gender inequalities, 

but rather work to meet all peopleõs 

unique, intersectional and evolving needs.    

She stated that, climate change hazards 

increase existing gender inequalities, and 

thereby contribute to the greater climate 

change vulnerability of many women due 

to persisting gender norms and wide-

spread gender discrimination.   

The Speaker added that Parliaments can 

play a key role in ensuring that gender 

sensitive climate objectives are systemati-

cally integrated into government policy, 

planning, budgeting, monitoring, evalua-

tion, and audits.   She said, through the 

legislative, oversight, budgetary approval 

and representative functions, Parlia-

ments can transpose international agree-

ments on climate change financing into 

national legislation and ensure they are 

effectively enforced and implemented 

through adequate budgets and robust 

oversight.   

Honourable Mutti informed the meeting 

that, in order to address some of the 

challenges on matters of gender and cli-

mate change, the National Assembly of 

Zambia is finalizing modalities, through 

the Standing Orders, of transforming the 

Zambia Women Parliamentariansõ Cau-

cus (ZWPC) and the Zambian Parliamen-

tary Caucus on Environment and Cli-

mate Change (ZPCECC) into portfolio 

Committees of Parliament.  
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S peaker of the National Assembly of Zam-
bia, Right Honourable Nelly B K Mutti, 

MP, FAPRA has called on SADC Member 
States to put more effort in transforming the 
SADC Parliamentary Forum into a Regional 
Parliament.  
 
Speaking during an exclusive interview on 
the margins of the 54th SADC Parliamentary 
Forum Plenary Assembly in Port Louis, Mau-
ritius on Saturday, 25th November, 2023, 
Speaker Mutti said the transformation of the 
Forum will strengthen the role of Parliaments 
on common matters that affect the people in 
the region in a more structured way.   She 
added that the transformation of the Forum 
will entrench it as an organ of SADC which 
will result in addressing the perpetual finan-
cial challenges the Forum has faced overtime 
in discharging its mandate.   
 The Speaker noted that resolutions by the 
Forum passed at Plenary Assemblies are also 
expected to be implemented by Member Par-

liaments as a departure from the current ar-
rangement of them being advisory and non -
binding.  
The Speaker paid tribute to the former 
Speakers and Secretary Generals of the Fo-
rum for the spirited fight in pushing for the 
transformation agenda.  
 
During the 54th SADC Parliamentary Forum 
Plenary Assembly held in Port Louis, Mauri-
tius from 22nd to 26th November, 2023, the 
Speaker of the National Assembly of Zambia, 
Right Honourable Nelly B K Mutti, MP, FAP-
RA also launched the book authored by Dr 
Kasuka Mutukwa, former and first Secretary 
General of the SADC Parliamentary Forum, 
entitled òThe Birth, Rise and Role of the 
SADC Parliamentary Forum in addressing 
regional issuesó.  The Assembly which was 
held under the theme  "The role of Parlia-
ments in promoting coordination for enhanced 
disaster risk reduction and recovery planning 
in the SADC Region"  was attended by 13 Par-
liaments from the SADC Region.  
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T he NELLY MUTTI Foundation, a 

nonprofit charity organization found-

ed by the Speaker of the National Assem-

bly, Hon. Nelly B. K Mutti has refurbished 

the Doctorsô room and donated assorted 

items to the Women and Newborn Hospital 

at the University Teaching Hospital (UTH).  

And on the same day, the Speaker visited 

Chisomo Orphanage in Lusakaôs Linda 

compound where the National Assembly of 

Zambia donated assorted items valued at 

over One Hundred Thousand Kwacha.  

 

Speaking at UTH during the handover cer-

emony on 20th December 2023, Ms. 

MUTTI said the refurbishment of the doc-

torôs room was meant to ease the stress of 

health care providers by creating a condu-

cive and comfortable environment for 

them.  

Ms. Mutti said that the donation by her 

foundation was just one of the many more 

she would make countrywide.  

ñLet me emphasize that this is not the first 

nor the last time that the foundation will be 

making the donation but rather the begin-

ning of many more, not only at this facility 

but countrywideò.  
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And Speaking at the same event, Health Min-

ister Sylvia Masebo thanked the Nelly  Mutti 

Foundation for the donation saying it will go a 

long way in helping mothers and new born 

babies.  

Meanwhile Lusaka Central Member of Parlia-

ment and Justice Minister, Mulambo Haimbe 

who was also present at the occasion com-

mended the Speaker and her foundation for 

supporting the UTH which is       located in 

his constituency.  

And later in the day at Chisomo Orphanage, 

the Speaker Hon. Nelly Mutti said that the do-

nation to the Childrenôs home was fundamen-

tally driven by the desire to contribute, to-

wards the well-being of the children at this 

Centre.    

The Speaker said that as far back as 2007, the 

National Assembly of Zambia established an 

Orphanage Fund, which is used to carry out var-

ious social and charitable activities and that the 

resources towards this fund come from volun-

tary contributions by Members of Parliament 

and staff.  

ñIn line with the foregoing, I am happy to an-

nounce that the National Assembly of Zambia 

is, today, donating assorted items valued at over 

One Hundred Thousand Kwacha to Chisomo 

Childrenôs Homeò, the Speaker said.  

Hon. Mutti said she was hopeful that the dona-

tion would go a long way in improving the liv-

ing conditions of the children at the Orphanage. 

She said that the donation embodies the collec-

tive hope and goodwill of everyone at the Na-

tional Assembly. 
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