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INTRODUCTION

Mr Speaker,

The Patriotic Front Government in 2o1l created the Ministry of chiefs and
Traditional Affairs to among other reasons, serve as a building block for
participatory governance and development, between the trad.itiona-l
auttrorities and central governance. This emanated from the realisation and
need to reform the co-existence and linkages of the dual leadership systern
that Zambia has maintained since 1964 albeit with enhanced tact. refined
roles and common agenda.

since its creation and to ensure a more vibrant and vigorous performance
and impact rate, the Ministry ttrrough Parliament, refined its mandate to
focus mainly on rural development. This is because for a long time since
independence, the rural populace has lagged behind and not benefitted fully
from the promise of development and the fruits of decolonisation. Across the
African continent, statistics of abject povert5r, disease, human rights abuses,
early child marriages and underdevelopment are rife in the countr5rside,
much to the detriment of the innocent women and children who mostly are
the vulnerable. To some degree, the underdevelopment of the African
countr5rside has been linked to among other excuses, the existence of a dual
system of administration on natural resource and human capitar. This has
led to a scapegoat for elected administrators and traditional authorities to
not account fully for the development of our people. Amidst this
underdevelopment turmoil not only largely for the African countrysid.e but
society in general, has arisen unprecedented levels of violence and.
instability among our people, caught up mainly between survival and.
alignment to social institutions.

The Zambian youth over the years has been a victim of either sponsored.
violence or ignorant struggle based on ethnic and socio-political lines. This
has led to our societies being turned into communities that are either
branded tribal, regional or violent and thus cannot support any form of
participatory approaches to deride poverty and allow for meaningful
development. This unfortunate state of affairs does not promote nation
building or later on attract development to our regions.

As a result of tJris, botJl the constitutionally elected regime, civil societ5r and
the traditional autf.ori$r thus need to come together to cleanse our societies
off, any form of instability and instead sow seeds of peace. Once achieved,
the serene environment will ultimately lead to a fertile ground for dialogue
and proper community participation for development in our communities.



Mr Speaker

THE ROLE OF TRADITIONAL LEADERS AS ADVOCATES FOR PEACE
AND STABILTTY IN HISTORIC COMMUNITIES

The need to inculcate and preserve peace in our communities is a cl ut5r of all
forms of leadership- Traditional, Religious and state. However, among these
lbrms of public leadership, the traditional authorit5r has an advantage that
enables its effects to resonate right from the family, village, chiefd.om and
the nation. This is because unlike all other social institutions, the
traditional institution is indigenous, revered as religious and commands
respect from all sectors of society.

Historically, the administrative skill of Traditional institutions to preserve
peace and command stable communities need not be over-emphasized. ALI
across the African continent in general and on t]ne zarnbian platform, pre-
colonial records show that the institution of chieftaincy largely managed to
uphold the values of peace especially in the interest of their communities.

what is interesting to note in this is that, in spite of the fact that women are
largely portrayed as lesser entities in traditional African societies, they
played a much bigger role in ensuring peace both within and outsicle their
communities. It must also be understood here tJrat, the implication of peace
does not only refer to the absence or indeed the ending of war or violent
protest but the existence of an environment devoid of any social
disturbances much to the detriment of societ5r's happiness, growth,
interaction and existence.

For instance, in times of war, women through inter-marriages were used. to
bring about peace or prevent going to war. In yet other cases, a select class
of women adjudicated cases and to date, determine the royal lineage of a.
clan and thus prevent succession wrangles. In the absence of war, women
were and are always the embodiment of peace and a fresh breath of life,
through music and dance, caring and provid.ing for the family as well as
teaching tJre young the values of society that grooms all to be responsible to
the communiqr.

This role of fostering peace in our societies by women largely cuts across ttre
patrilineal and matrilineal divide of traditional societies. In many zambiarl-
tribal cultures, women continue to play this critical role even if not
predominantly brought out to the fore.
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Mr Speaker

THE NEED FOR TRADITIONAL LEADERS TO PR.ESERVE PEACE AND'
STABILITY IN MODERN TIMES

The need for traditional leaders to preserve peace and stability in today,s
world is still important as it was when our societies were predominantly
under their charge. Despite the fact that African communities are no\4-7

under republican rule, the African has not changed his cultural and
traditional lineage. The African stitl belongs to a tribe, has a village, resides
under a chief and upholds the progressive core values of his ancestral line
and community. As such, traditional leaders still directly and ind.irectly
command and wield a lot of influence and respect in our society.

In order to make their presence known, traditional leaders across the
African continent are engaged in various sensitization crusades on matters
of health, peace, child marriages and best practices of their customs and-
tradition.

It is from this historic background that the Ministry of chiefs and,
Traditional Affairs in collaboration with the usAID, will, from the 25fr -30h
of November, 2oL3, hold a conference for female chiefs as 'Aduocates of
peace and stabilitg in Zambia.'This programme will bring together the L9
chieftainess recognised under the chiefs' Act of zambia of 1965 and 19
other female traditional leaders from all parts ol our country, to spearhead-
the call for peace and unit5z in the countr5r by partnering with the media,
Religious Leaders and Civil Society.

This initiative, despite being the first of its kind in the history of our
country, could not have come at a good time than now, when tl.e countrJr is
experiencin[ all sorts of evils and vices that are bent on social strife. The
current despicable political violence seen in some sectors of our
communities, the unfortunate calls and allegations of tribatism and-
ethnicity and the ever widening gap of poverty are all forms of violence that
should not be tolerated in our country.

Furthermore, this noble gesture by the royal mothers of our country is
timely as it comes right on the eve of our jubilee celebrations of our
independence. The landmark achievement of 50 years of relative peace
should serve as impetus for yet anotleer pilgrimage to a peaceful centurion
with blessings and counsel from our traditional leaders.

In order to reach out to members of our communit5r, tJeis programme will
encompass a media campaign from 25ft Nov to the end of December, 2014.
The Modus operandii will include messaging through the state, community
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and privately owned media houses in all seven major languages across the
ten provinces of Zarnbia. The messages will be delivered by the Royal
mothers throughout Zambia with no exception. The Ministry will identify
days of signi{icance in the Zarnbian calendar such as Women's Day, Youthr
Day, Labour Day, Africa Freedom day, Heroes Day, Unity Day, Independence
Day, Xmas and New Years Day for special messages of Peace and Unity. The
Ministry will be receiving support from USAID of $380,00O for this initiative.

Mr Speaker

IMPACT OF THE PROGRAMME

It is my hope tJrat such a partnership of Government through the Ministry of
Chiefs and Traditional Affairs, the USAID, the Traditional Authorities, the
Civil Society movements and ttre general public will transform our societies
into safe havens for co-existence and development.

CONCLUSION, Mr Speaker

I wish to call on all of you to support these efforts and adhere to the calls for
peace and stability from our traditional authorities and indeed many other
law enforcing organs of our country to ensure that we march on against
underdevelopment, tribal tension, povert5r and disease for a better Zanbia.

I THANK YOU.


