MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
ON THE
DROUGHT SHOCK RESPONSE INTERVENTIONS
BY THE
MINISTER OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL SERVICE (MRS D.
MWAMBA), MP

Mr Speaker, following the declaration of National Disaster and Emergency by his Excellency,
the President of the Republic of Zambia Mr Hakainde Hichilema on the 29th February 2024, the
Government embarked on the implementation of a number of response measures through the
Ministry of Community Development and Social Services. These include the Emergency Cash
Transfer and the Emergency Wetland Cropping of the Food Security Pack response aimed at

enhancing purchasing power of the vulnerable and improving food and nutrition security.

Mr Speaker, under the Emergency Cash Transfer, the ministry will target those already on the
regular Social Cash Transfer Programme. From the 1.3 million beneficiaries currently on the
social cash transfer, 906,492 from 84 affected districts will receive an additional K200 to what

they are already receiving.

In addition, the ministry in collaboration with various stakeholders conducted a countrywide
rapid assessment on drought to ascertain other affected people who are not on the regular Social

Cash Transfer Programme.

Mr Speaker, after the over i million households have been successfully been registered for te

emergency cash transfer and will receive K400 per month.

The Emergency Cash Transfer programme will run for twelve months on both categories. The
existing payment systems which include the payment service provider modality, the urban type
and the pay point manager for rural areas modality will be used to deliver the emergency cash

transfers to beneficiary households.



Mr Speaker, under the emergency work and cropping of the food security pack intervention, the
ministry will provide farming inputs to poor, vulnerable drought-affected households in all 116
districts. This is aimed at supporting over 300,000 poor and vulnerable but viable small-scale
farming households to grow white maize relying on irrigation using farrows, streams, dambos,

cranes or any other water point accessible by the communities.

Mr Speaker, | wish to assure this House that the Government through the Ministry of
Community Development and Social Services is working on all modalities to ensure that all
eligible households access the necessary and much needed in the spirit of leaving no one and no

one behind.

Thank you for your kind attention.




