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Mr Speaker, I wish to thank you for according me this opportunity to update the House on 

topical issues pertinent to the Agricultural Sector. I will, therefore, give the House an update on 

the Farmer Input Support Programme (FISP) for the 2024/2025 Farming Season as well as the 

practicability of the weather advisory note on the 1024/2025 season. 

 

Mr Speaker, The Government, through the Ministry of Agriculture, has been implementing FISP 

since 2002 with the aim of providing subsidised inputs to small-scale farmers. This is in order to 

ensure food and income security at the household level.  

 

Mr Speaker, FISP for the 2024/2025 Farming Season has targeted the usual 1,024,434 farmers 

and the programme will be implemented using two modalities that is; the Direct Input Supply 

(DIS) and Electronic Voucher (e-Voucher) System. The DIS will target 285,168 farmers in forty-

two districts while the e-Voucher will target 739,266 beneficiaries in seventy-four districts 

countrywide. Furthermore, training on the FISP modalities for the 2024/2025 Farming Season 

for the Ministry of Agriculture staff and Agro dealers commenced on the 26th August, 2024. It is 

worth stating that so far, the ministry has conducted four sessions of each category and this is 

ongoing. 

 

Mr Speaker, I wish to inform the House that a total of 779 input suppliers applied online as agro 

dealers. These have since been screened and verified. Copies of the lists of the verified agro 

dealers will be availed to all the hon. Members of Parliament through the Office of the Clerk of 

the National Assembly. The ministry has also put up mechanisms to monitor the performance of 

agro dealers to ensure that malpractices are curtailed. 

 



Mr Speaker, in the 2024/2025 Farming Season under the DIS modality, the Government has 

procured 42,775.20metric tonnes of Compound D and 42,775.20metric tonnes of Urea. Two 

suppliers were contracted to supply and deliver Compound D, while eleven suppliers were 

contracted to supply and deliver Urea fertiliser. The House may wish to note that the contracted 

suppliers have since commenced with the delivery of the above stated inputs in the respective 

districts. As of 22ndOctober, 2024, out of the 42,775.20 metric tonnes of Compound D, 41,312.50 

metric tonnes had been delivered representing 97 percent while out of the procured 42,775.20 

metric tonnes of urea, 33,981.60 metric tonnes had been delivered representing 79.44 percent. 

 

Mr Speaker, allow me to furnish the hon. Members of this august House that the Government has 

contracted seventeen suppliers to supply and deliver various seeds as follows: 

 

(a) maize seed    2,851.68 metric tonnes; 

 

(b) soya beans seed   1,485.78 metric tonnes; 

 

(c) groundnuts seed   2,091.54 metric tonnes; 

 

(d) rice seed    134.58 metric tonnes; 

 

(e) cow peas seed      8.30 metric tonnes; 

 

(f) common beans seed     1,004.66 metric tonnes; 

 

(g) sunflower seed      277.51 metric tonnes; 

(h) sorghum seed     18.75 metric tonnes; and 

 

(i) millet seed       0.40 metric tonnes. 

 

These supplies have also commenced the delivery of seed to the various districts across the 

country. 



 

Mr Speaker, in accordance with the released rainfall forecast, Zambia is expected to transition 

from the current El Nino-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) to a weak La Nina phase during the 

2024/2025 Rainfall Season. We have been guided that this transition is likely to influence 

Zambia’s rainfall pattern, resulting in normal to above normal rainfall in most parts of the 

country, particularly in the following provinces: 

 

(a) the North-Western Province; 

 

(b) the Western Province; 

 

(c) the Southern Province 

 

(d) Lusaka Province; 

 

(e) Central Province; 

 

(f) The Copper belt Province; and 

 

(g) Southern districts of the Eastern, Muchinga, the Northern and Luapula provinces. 

 

Mr Speaker, I wish to alert the farmers and the nation at large of the anticipated effects of the 

normal to above normal rainfall on our agricultural sector for 2024/2025 rainfall-season This 

phenomenon may trigger extreme events including flash floods resulting in the resurgence of 

pets and diseases, damage and displacement of community infrastructure.  

 

Mr Speaker, to mitigate these risks, it is essential that we implement proactive measures. The 

Ministry of Agriculture is therefore strongly advocating for early planting in susceptible regions 

such as Southern, Central, Western, North-Western, Copperbelt, Luapula Provinces and parts of 

Eastern, Muchinga and Northern provinces. Furthermore, farmers in these areas are urged to 



ensure optimal field preparation incorporating effective drainage system to minimise water 

logging and potential crop damage.  

 

Mr Speaker, the House may wish to know that if we do not take care of our fields, we will have 

serious implications on our crops. The onset of the growing season is defined with a criteria of an 

area receiving a total of 25 mm of rainfall in the first ten days followed by total of 20 mm in the 

next twenty days. Therefore, fields need to be prepared and well drained to minimise water 

logging. Additionally, farmers are urged to be well prepared in terms of inputs and the 

availability of implements.  

 

Mr Speaker, I am pleased to announce that the Ministry of Agriculture has taken proactive steps 

to bolster extension services to ensure our farmers receive the technical guidance and support 

they need to thrive nationwide. This initiative includes the training of Extension Officers in all 

provinces on the delivery of farming inputs for the 2024/2025 season as well as providing the 

much-needed guidance on the type of inputs to utilise for optimum results.  

 

Mr Speaker, considering the anticipated rainfall patterns, government urges farmers to diversify 

their crops according to the specific rainfall forecast for each district and province. In this regard, 

we recommend that our farmers consider climate resistant crops such as sorghum, cassava, 

millets and early maturing legumes including cowpeas, common beans and groundnuts. In 

addition to these measures, farmers should ensure they plant quality certified seed as well as 

implement conservation agriculture practices including the following:  

 

(a) no till or reduced till farming,  

 

(b) cover cropping,  

 

(c) crop rotation,  

 

(d) organic mulching,  

 



(e) integrated pest management,  

 

(f) precision irrigation,  

 

(g) agro forestry   

 

(h) conservation tillage and  

 

integrated nutrient management. 

 

Mr Speaker, farmers are also encouraged to consult with their local Agricultural Extension 

Officers for tailored advice on crop selection and planting schedules, pest and disease control 

and soil conservation techniques. 

 

Mr Speaker, Government will continue to take proactive steps to enhance monitoring and 

surveillance of crop pests and diseases to prevent outbreaks. This is especially crucial in areas 

prone to flooding, where post-harvesting mitigation strategies will be implemented. The 

Ministry, therefore, utilises data from various modalities to predict crop pests and diseases by 

applying machine learning methodologies. This is so, because growth environment data is 

relatively easy to obtain. Attempts are made to predict crop pests and diseases by utilising deep 

learning models to predict crop pests and diseases from environmental data, such as temperature, 

humidity and carbon dioxide (CO2) concentration. These models can identify risk scores, 

enabling early diagnosis and prevention of crop pests and diseases. 

 

Mr Speaker, I wish to alert farmers in Chama, Mafinga, Isoka, Nakonde, Chinsali, Mungwi, 

Senga, Mbala, Mpulungu, Kaputa, Chienge, Nchelenge and Mporokoso Districts of potential 

episodes of normal to below normal rainfall as stated by the Metrological Department. 

Therefore, the Ministry of Agriculture is encouraging our famers in the areas mentioned to plant 

drought tolerant and climate resilient crop varieties, implement conservation agricultural 

practices and enhance irrigation management to optimise water use considering the current 



prevailing situation in the country. Farmers are further advised to grow high producing medium 

maturing varieties in areas with below normal rainfall. 

 

Mr Speaker, Government through the Ministry of Agriculture has planned to intensify 

monitoring, early warning and awareness as well as good information dissemination to farmers. 

Army worms are expected to increase due to dry conditions. Therefore, farmers are expected to 

increase pest scouting to facilitate the control of the pests. In Chadiza, when people wake up in 

the morning, they need to go to the fields to check for the availability of the pests physically. It is 

what pest scouting is all about. 

 

Mr Speaker, Government is working tirelessly to enhance the farmer’s preparedness for the 

farming season and ensure that our farmers have access to essential inputs. In this regard, the 

electronic voucher system is encouraged as it will eventually facilitate efficient input distribution 

as well as promoting transparency and accountability. I, therefore, wish to caution our farmers 

against selling of subsidised inputs as this is a criminal offence and anyone found abrogating this 

will face the wrath of the law. The bags of fertilizer that the farmers receive are clearly labelled 

not for sale. If one is found selling, they will be arrested. 

 

Mr Speaker, the House may further wish to note that to improve targeting of beneficiaries, the 

Ministry of Agriculture commenced the registration of farmers in March 2024 through the 

Zambia Integrated Agricultural Management System (ZIAMIS). The Ministry has thus, 

integrated the ZIAMIS with mobile network providers such as Zambia Telecommunication 

Company Limited (ZAMTEL), Mobile Telephone Network (MTN), and Airtel Network Zambia 

(Airtel) to enhance the screening of farmers on FISP and ensure that the registered famers’ 

national registration card match with the phone numbers. One of the requirements for a farmer to 

qualify as a beneficiary on FISP in each season is for a farmer to have an active phone number 

which is registered in one’s name. This is a requirement due to the following reasons: 

 

(a) enhance farmer identification and traceability,  

 



(b) facilitate smooth insurance pay-outs, we have money for the insurance which we want to 

give to the farmers because they suffered the drought effects. We are failing to contact 

them because their numbers are going to wrong people that is why we want the numbers 

which are active. 

 

(c) enhance farmer extension service outreach and targeting,  

 

(d) facilitate and ease Farmer Input Support Programme (FISP) farmer beneficiary 

transactions such as payment of farmer contribution and collection of inputs and  

 

(e) monitoring and evaluation of the programme. 

 

Mr Speaker, the House may wish to note that the affected farmers whose numbers are appearing 

as invalid or incorrect are requested to verify and update their phone numbers or obtain new 

phone numbers which are registered in their names and immediately notify the District 

Agricultural Co-ordinators offices (DACOs) through Agriculture Camp Extension Officers. 

These activities are on-going and I, therefore, wish to urge our farmers through the august House 

to urgently deposit the contribution of K400.00 so that they collect their inputs on time. Farmers 

are further, urged not to share their inputs as they are bonded in their individual capacities when 

they sign bonding forms which commits them to sell a minimum of 10 x 50Kg bags of white 

maize to Food Reserve Agency (FRA). 

 

Mr Speaker, as I conclude, the Ministry of Agriculture is urging our farmers to take necessary 

precautions and adopt mitigation strategies to minimise the impact for the anticipated rainfall 

season for 2024/2025 period. I would also like to take one more opportunity to inform the nation 

that the delivery of farming inputs to various districts is already in progress for the 2024/2025 

farming season. We are thus calling on all potential FISP beneficiaries to expeditiously redeem 

their vouchers to facilitate for timely planting. 

 

Mr Speaker, I thank you.  
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