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Mr. Speoker,

In the odvent of globolizotion ond interdependence of world
economies, cross-cutting decisions ore mode of biloterol ond
multiloterol meetings ond it is imperotive thot Zombio is octively
engoged in this globol oreno. lt is, ihergfore, extremely importont
thot such meetings which ore in linenbur Notionol Interest ore
ottended of the highest level in order 'to influence regionol ond
globol decision moking in pursuing our Foreign Policy.

As the Number One Diplomot, the Heod of Stote olso strives to
enhonce strotegic politicol ond economic relotions with Zombio's
neighbours ond the world over in order to odvonce the country's
notionol interests ond increose its influence on the internotionol
oreno. lt is for this reoson thot the President will from time to time
undertoke foreign visits. These foreign engogements ore highly
beneficiol to the country os con be seen from the vorious projecfs,
progrommes ond investments thot hove moteriolized following o
Presidentiol visit. However, it must olso be understood thot the
benefits of these visits con be immediote or long term ond moy bring
tongible or intongible results.

Mr. Speoker,

Allow me, through this Ministeriol Stotement, to highlight the
Presidents recent internotionol engogements by woy of reporting to
this ougust House ond informing the notion of lorge.

I hove the honour to inform the house thot His Excellency the
President, Mr. Edgor Chogwo Lungu, ottended the 29th Ordinory
Session of the Assembly of Heods of Stote ond Government of the
Africon Union (AU), which took ploce in Addis Abobo, Ethiopio from
30th to 3l't Jonuory, 2017 under the theme "Hornessing the
Demographic Dividend through lnyesfm ent in Youths" .



Mr. Speoker,

One of the mojor highlights of the Summit wos the election of the
Choirperson, Deputy Choirperson ond eight (B) Commissioners of the
Africon Union Commission. The elections were highly competitive
ond involved vigorous compoigns of both regionol ond biloterol
levels.

I orn extremely delighted to inform the House thot the Zornbion
condidote Amb. Albert Muchongo wos overwhelmingly elected os
the AU Commissioner for Trode ond Industry with o decisive 49 votes
out of 5l in the very first round of voting. This is o greot ond
significont outcome for the country os it is the first time in our 53 yeors
of independence thot o Zombion hos ever held o position in the top
monogement of the Africon Union Commission. This is o very senior
position in the Commission ond in o strotegic field which will see the
country benefit directly.

I wish to stote thot this historic ochievement did not come os o mere
coincidence or by chonce but os o deliberote policy by the
Government of His Excellency President Edgor Chogwo Lungu,
through the Ministry of Foreign Affoirs. This is o cleor deliveroble on
the port of this Government in fulfilment of the Potriotic Front
Monifesto ond I con ossure the Zombion people thot it would not
hove been possible without the personol involvement of His

Excellency the President.

Mr. Speoker,

The AU Summit olso considered the Report of the Peoce ond Security
Council on its octivities. One of the importont decisions mode by the
Heods of Stote wos the odoption of the lusoko Roodmop which
defines procticol steps for the ottoinment of Agendo 2020 of
"Silencing the Guns".
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This nome did not come by occident, but through the prooctive
lobbying Diplomotic engogement which led to Zombio hosting the
Retreot of the AU PSC from 7t 9th November, 2016, which
formuloted the lusokq Roodmop document. This Retreot wos
officiolly opened by His Excellency President Lungu ond his opening
oddress provided the necessory direction thot guided the retreot.

Mr Speoker,

As o member of the Peoce ond Security Council, for the next tree (3)
yeors, Zombio will continue to use its influence to ensure peoce ond
security prevoils on the continent. His Excellency the President hos
olreody eorned recognition omongst his peers, ond the internotionol
comrnunity, os o Chompion for peoce ond security not only in the
Southern ond the Greot Lokes Region, but on the entire continent. l,

therefore. urge oll citizens to support the efforts being mode by the
Government in this importont oreo.

Mr. Speoker,

Another significont octivity of the Summit wos o High Level Meeling
on the lmplementotion of lhe Africon Posilion on Ending Child
Morrioge in Africo which wos choired by His Excellency President
ond co-choired by the out-going Choirperson of the Africon Union
Commission, Her Excellency Nkosozono Dlomini-Zumo.

The Africon Union in recognition of Zombio's efforts to end child
morrioge in the country ond beyond endorsed His Excellency the
President os Africo's Chompion on ending child morrioge on the
continent.



Mr. Speoker,

Yet onother importont milestone for Zombio wos the opportunity
gronted by His Excellency the President to present the country's mid-
term Progress Report to the Forum of the Africon Peer Review
Mechonism (APRM). You moy wish to note thot Zombio wCIs lost peer
reviewed in 20.|3. The Progressive Report wos therefore deemed os
on incrementol step in the governonce record of the country os it
highlighted oreos thot would require improvement os well os oreos
where Zombio wos doing well.

Mr. Speoker,

In stressing the importonce of the President porticipoting in these
foreign engogements especiolly of the multiloterol level, the Heod of
Stote is oble to full odvontoge of the opportunities to hold biloterol
meetings with some of his counterports, ond Heods of internqtionol
orgonisotions which would hove otherwise required thot o seporote
visits be undertoken. In this regord, the President held meetings with
the following dignitories:

H.E. Mr. Hoilemoriom Desolegn, the Prime Minister of the
Federol Democrotic Republic of Ethiopio, where the two
Heods of Stote ogreed thot their Foreign Ministers hold the
inougurol session of the Zombiq-Ethiopio JPC in Morch 2017,
which would be immediotely followed by on Officiol Visit to
Zombio by the Ethiopion leoder;

H.E. Mr. Abdel Fottoh el-Sisi, President of the Arob Republic
of Egypt, during which the Egyption Heod of Stote renewed
his invitotion to President Edgor Chogwo Lungu to
undertoke o Stote Visit to thot country in April 2017;

H.E. Prof. Peter Arthur Muthoriko, President of Republic of
Molowi, during which the two Heods of Stote directed thot
A Joint Permonent Commission (JPC) be held before the
end of April, 2017;

i)

ii)

iii)



The Heods of Stote of the Republics of Nomibio ond Togo,
during which his Excellency the President ond his

counterports discussed the need to strengthen biloterol ties

ond cooperotion.

Dr. Bobotunde Osotimehin, Executive Director of UNFPA,

who expressed his orgonisotion's sotisfoction with the role
Zombio wos ploying in ending child morrioge ond
recognised His Excellency President Lungu os o Chompion
on Ending Child Morrioge; ond

Mr. Speoker,

I wish to further inform this House thot Zombio won o highly
competitive bid to host the Centre for Diseose Control (CDC) for
Southern Africo which will be one of the Five Regionol Colloboroting
Centres on the continent. This is o grond ochievement os stote-of-
the-ort loborotories will be built ond provide first-hond informotion
ond solutions in diseose control while creoting employment for our
notionols. In oddition, Zombio is olso privileged to on the ten (.|0)

Member Stote Governing Boord of the CDC, which is in recognition
of our influence within the region.

Mr. Speoker,

At the Biloterol level, I wish to report to the House thot His Excellency
President Edgor Chogwo Lungu undertook on Officiol Visit to thot
country from 27tn Februory to 3rd Morch, 20117 , of the invitotion of His

Excellency Mr. Benjomin Netonyohu, Prime Minister of the Stote of
lsroel.

iv)

v)
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Agoin, the visit morked o significont milestone os the lost time o
Zombion President undertook on Officiol Visit to this strotegicolly
importont country wos over twenty yeors ogo. The visit wos criiicol,
os it provided on opportunity for Zombio to enhonce its diplomotic
ties with lsroel.

His Excellency the President delivered o key note oddress of the first
ever Zombio- lsroel Business Forum which ottrocted high level
business leoders from both countries. The Forum wos o plotforrn for
business leoders to creote linkoges ond networks ond meoningful
diologue on possible joint ventures thot ore essentiol to the
sustoinoble development of Zombio.

ln the heolfh secfor four (4) lsroeli medicol missions will trovel to
Zombio between Moy ond June 2017, in order to ossist Zombio in
speciolised medicol fields such os comprehensive emergency
response service. The medicol missions will olso provide cordioc
services, perform cordioc surgeries on children with heort diseose
ond compliment Governments efforts in setting up o cordioc surgicol
service centre.

Mr. Speoker,

Zombio ond lsroel ogreed to portner in Agricullure, specificolly in
copocity building, reseorch ond developing o curriculor thot
embroces modern technology of forming. Two lsroel ogriculturol
institutions nomely; Neftofim ond Orgoni Green expressed interest to
invest in Zombio, with ihe Zombion Government inviting the former
to portner with Zombio Notionol Service (ZNS).

ln view of the importonce thot both lsroel ond Zombio ottoch to
peoce ond security issues, the Prime Minister of lsroel extended on
invitotion to o teom from the Ministry of Defence to trovel to lsrcrel to
discuss possible oreos of cooperotion ond sign on MoU. In oddition
privote security firms expressed interest in investing in Zombio.



At the regionol level, His Excellency the President recently visited
Kosone, Botswono from 6th to 7th Februory, 2017 for biloterol
discussions on the on-going construction of the Kozungulo Bridge.
The benefits of the bridge once completed include eosing of
congestion of the Kozungulo Border post, improvement of the
turnoround times for cleoronce of goods ond services,
enhoncement of cross border trode ond overoll development of
Kozungulo district on the Zombion ond Botswono side.

The project will not just benefit Zombio ond Botswono but the region
os o whole os it will enoble o seomless flow, os well os exponsion of
trode ond investments olong the North-South Corridor under SADC.
The tourism sector is olso set to experience ropid growth once the
bridge is completed.

Mr. Speoker Sir,

During the Stote Visit to Tonzonio from 27n b 29tt' November, 20'|.6,
His Excellency the President held fruitful discussions, with his
Tonzonion counterport on issues of mutuol interest thot included the
Tonzonio-Zombio Roil Authority (TAZARA) the Tonzonio-Zombio
Mofuto (TAZAMA) Oil pipeline ond Trode ond Investment motters.

The benefits thot occrued to Zombio from the visit include the
ogreement by Tonzonio to extend the gos pipeline from its southern
region to Northern Zombio. Zombio would use the gos for domestic
ond Industriol consumption os well os set up o gos power plont.

The Heods of Stote olso ogreed to expedite the completion of the
One Stop Border Post (OSBP) of Nokonde to focilitote the flow of
trode between the two countries ond improve service delivery of the
port of Dor-Es-Soloom.
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Mr. Speoker,

His Excellency the President visited South Africo from 7th lo 9th

December, 2016. South Africo pledged to expond its business
portfolio in Zornbio in mony oreos including food processing, minerol
beneficiotion ond explorotion, communicotion, energy, ond
ogriculture, ornong others.

Zombio ond South Africo ogreed to enhonce cooperotion in mining,
tourism, infrostructure development, defense ond security, trode ond
industry ond the energy sectors. ESCOM, which is Africo's lorgest
power utility compony, expressed interest in colloboroting with
Zombio, Botswono, Zimbobwe ond the DRC in construction of o
power interconnector ond o new tronsmission grid. The construction
of the new grid ond interconnector will mitigote power deficits in the
region.

Mr. Speoker,

It is irnportoni to highlight thot our internotionol engogement os o
country does not only involve the President trovelling but olso
involves receiving dignitories.

In this regord, His Excellency, Mr. Brohim Gholi, President of the
Sohrowi Arob Democrotic Republic undertook o working visit to
Zombio from 8tt' lo 1Ott' Februory, 2017. During the visit, the two Heods
of Stote discussed issues perloining to biloterol ond multiloterol
cooperotion between the two countries.

Mr. Speoker,

The House will further recoll thot, His Mojesty King Mohommed Vl of
the Kingdom of Morocco undertook o Stote Visit to Zombio of the
invitotion of His Excellency the President, from | fln-!$ra Februory,
2017.
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During the visit, His Excellency President Lungu ond His Mojesty King
Mohommed Vl conferred on vorious issues of mutuol interest. His

Excellency the President ond His Mojesty both expressed sotisfoction
with the decision to reodmit Morocco in the Africon Union, ond
reoffirmed their commitment to tockle the continued chollenges of
the continentol body.

Mr. Speoker,

In terms of tongible benefits for the country, the visit of His Mojesty
King Mohommed Vl led to the signing of nineteen (19) biloterol
Agreements ond MoU's in the fields of ogriculture, tourism,
renewoble energy, educotion, troining, industry ond investment
omong others. In oddition to the Agreements signed between the
two Governments, vorious Agreements were signed with the privote
sector, which will provide essentiol investment links thot ore criticol to
the diversificotion of the Zombion economy ond ultimotely the
development of our country.

Mr. Speoker,

As stoted eorlier, internotionol engogements both outword, by our
Heod of Stote, ond inword, by Heods of Stote from other countries
creote o plotform for diologue ond exchonge of views on issues of
mutuol interest between countries. Among other benefits, the visits
ore o vehicle for strengthening relotions of both biloterol ond
multiloterol levels ond fostering strong bonds of cooperotion in
vorious spheres. They ore o criticol cotolyst for Foreign Direct
Investment (FDl), mobilizotion of resources, trode, technicol
cooperotion ond generolly projecting the country's notionol interest.

Mr. Speoker,

lwish to inform this House thot thel0 Provinciol Ministers ond the
Minister of Notionol Development Plonning ottended o 10 doy
Ministeriol Workshop from lsth lo 24lh November, 2016, in Chino
following outhority gronted by His Excellency Mr. Edgor Chogwo
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Lungu, President of the Republic of Zombio. The moin objective of
the workshop wos to shore experiences ond leorn best proctices ihot
con boost development in Zombio, os well os to morket investrnent
opportunities to o number of Chinese componies thot expressed
interest to invest in Zombio.

The workshop wos highly educotive, informotive, interoctive ond
beneficiol to the Honouroble Ministers who got first-hond informotion
on Chino's experience on economic development; regionol
economic development; development of economic speciol zones
ond Chino's experience in ogriculturol development.

These lectures imported o lot of knowledge thot will help improve
ond initiote developmentol projects in vorious sectors in the
Provinces thereby bringing economic development ond enhoncing
the living stondords of our people. The quest to deliver development
to oll the Provinces is in line with Zombio's Notionol Decentrolizotion
Policy ond is mojor priority of the Potriotic Front Government os it
seeks to devolve some odministrotive functions from the Centrol
Government to the locol outhorities.

Mr. Speoker,

ln conclusion, members of this ougust house will ogree with me thot
from internotionol ossignments undertoken by His Excellency the
President ond visits of foreign Heods of Stote to Zombio, the country
hos secured huge investments in trode ond development
cooperotion opportunities. This will culminote into job creotion which
will improve the quolity of life for the Zombion people.

Zombio will, therefore, continue to reoch out to the internotionol
comrnunity in order to reolize moximum benefit for the country
towords sustoinoble development. As such, the octive porticipotion
of the Heod of Stote in regionol, continentol ond globol offoirs, os
well os his increosed interoctions ond engogements of biloterol ond
multiloterol levels, serves to effectively promote Zombio's Foreign
Policy ond odvonce the country's interests.
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