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MR SPEAKER,

I WISH TO THANK YOU FOR ACCORDING ME THIS OPPORTUNITY
TO INFORM THIS AUGUST HOUSE ON THE POINT OF ORDER RAISED
BY HON. REQUEST MUNTANGA, MP ON THE IMPORTATION OF
CATTLE FROM TANZANIA AND ON THE HEALTH STATUS OF THE

SAME IMPORTED CATTLE.
MR SPEAKER,

[ WISH TO SUBMIT AS FOLOWS:

ZAMBEEF IMPORTED 500 CATTLE FROM TANZANIA IN OCTOBER
2012. THESE ANIMALS CAME INTO THE COUNTRY IN BATCHES. THE
FIRST BATCH ARRIVED ON OCTOBER 16, 2012 WHILE THE LAST
BATCH ARRIVED ON 9™ DECEMBER, 2012. THERE WERE IN TOTAL

168 BORAN AND 332 ZEBUS.
MR SPEAKER SIR,

PRIOR TO IMPORTATION OF THE CATTLE, ZAMBEEF REQUESTED
THE MINSTRYOF AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK FOR A PERMIT TO
IMPORT BREEDING STOCK FROM TANZANIA. AS A STANDARD
PRACTICE, THE MINISTRY GAVE ZAMBEEF THE FOLLOWING

CONDITIONS FOR THE IMPORT OF CATTLE INTO ZAMBIA. THESE
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CONDITIONS NEED TO BE COMPLIED WITH IN ORDER FOR THE
IMPORTATION TO BE ALLOWED. SUCH CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN
PUT IN PLACE TO SAFEGUARD AGAINST THE RISK DISEASE; THE

CONDITIONS ARE:

(a) ANIMALS SHOULD BE FREE FROM INFECTIOUS DISEASES
INCLUDING FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE, CONTAGIOUS
BOVINE PLEURO-PNEUMONIA, ENZOOTIC BOVINE LEUCOSIS,
BRUCELLOSIS, TUBERCULOSIS, VIBRIOSIS, TRICHOMONIASIS,

LEPTOSPIROSIS, JOHNES DISEASE AND CAMPYLOBACTER;

(b)ANIMALS SHOULD BE CERTIFIED BY A STATE
VETERINARIANS IN BOTH COUNTRIES THAT THEY ARE FREE
OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE BEFORE THEY ARE

EXPORTED/IMPORTED;

(c)THE ANIMALS SHOULD BE HELD IN QUARANTINE FOR A
MINIMUM OF 21 DAYS DURING WHICH THE ANIMALS ARE
SUBJECTED TO PHYSICAL INSPECTIONS PRIOR TO

EXPORTATION;

(d) A ZAMBIAN EPIDEMILOGIST (VETERINARY DOCTOR) WAS
DESPATCHED TO TANZANIA TO SCREEN THE ANIMALS PRIOR

TO EXPORT. THE VETERINARY DOCTOR VERIFIED THAT THE
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AREA WHERE THE ANIMALS WERE COMING FROM WAS FREE
AND INSPECTED INDIVIDUAL FARMS WHERE EXPORTED
ANIMALS WERE COMING WHERE FROM. ON THE BASIS OF
THIS CERTIFICATION, ANIMALS WERE GIVEN A PERMIT IN

COLLABORATION WITH THE TANZANIAN AUTHORITIES.
MR SPEAKER,

THE ANIMALS WERE GIVEN A PERMIT TO BE IMPORTED INTO
ZAMBIA AFTER THEY MET THE PRESCRIBED CONDITIONS. IN
ADDITION, THE TANZANIAN AUTHORITIES HAD ASSURED THE
MINISTRY THAT THEY WERE IMPLEMENTING A CONTAGIOUS
BOVINE PLEURO PNEUMONIA (CBPP) ROLL BACK PROGRAMME
AND THAT THE AREA FROM WHICH THE ANIMALS CAME, WAS A
CBPP DISEASE FREE ZONE. FURTHER, 5% OF THE HERD OF CATTLE
WAS TESTED WHILEST THE ANIMALS WERE IN TANZANIA AND

THE RESULTS WERE NEGATIVE.

MR SPEAKER,

UPON ARRIVAL ON THE INDICATED DATES THE ANIMALS WERE
DELIVERED AND QUARANTINED AT THE ZAMBEEF FARM IN
MPONGWE. THE FIRST DEATHS OCCURED IN OCTOBER, BUT AS

THE AFFECTED ANIMALS HAD INCURED FRUCTURES, NO
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POSTMORTEM WAS CONDUCTED. THE FARM ONLY GOT
CONCERNED UPON FURTHER DEATHS WHICH OCCURED ON
BETWEEN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, 2012 WHILE THE ANIMALS
WERE STILL QUARANTINED, ELEVEN SAMPLES WERE THEN
COLLECTED AND SUBMITTED TO THE CENTRAL VETERINARY
RESEARCH INSTITUTE. EIGHT OUT OF ELEVEN TESTED POSITIVE
TO CONTAGIOUS BOVINE PLEURO- PNEUNOMIA.

SINCE CBPP IS A HERD DISEASE ACCORDING TO WORLD
ORGANIZATION FOR ANIMAL HEALTH (OIE) ALL THE ANIMALS ON

THE FARM WERE CONSIDERED INFFECTED.

MR SPEAKER

IMMEDIATELY UPON DIAGNOSIS OF THE DISEASE, THE
QUARANTINE MEASURES WERE REINFORCED AND A NOTICE IN
GAZETTE NUMBER 6161 VOLUME XLIX (49), NO.14 DATED 5™
FEBRUARY, 2013 WAS ISSUED TO INFORM THE PUBLIC OF THE
OUTBREAK. TO CONTROL THE DISEASE, THE FARM HAS BEEN
DEPOPULATED. ALL THE ANIMALS HAVE BEEN SLAUGHETRED
AND THE QUARANTINE REMAINS EFFECTIVE UNTIL 1** APRIL, 2013.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CBPP CONTROL PROTOCAL.



CURRENTLY, ACTIVE SURVEILLANCE IS BEING MAINTAINED
BETWEEN NAKONDE AND MPONGWE DISTRICTS TO ENSURE THAT
THERE IS NO RISK OF DISEASE OCCURING ALONG THE

TRANSPORTATION ROUTE.

MR SPEAKER

THE MINISTRY WISH TO ASSURE THE FARMERS AND THE PUBLIC
AT LARGE, THAT FOLLOWING THE DEPOPULATION OF 456
ANIMALS AT THE FARM, THERE IS NO RISK OF THE DISEASE
SPREADING TO THE NEIGHBOURING FARMS. THE BACTERIA THAT
CAUSED THE DISEASE DOES NOT SURVIVE IN THE ENVIRONMENT
AND, THEREFORE, INFFECTION DOES NOT OCCUR FROM
CONTAMINATED GRASS, FARM STRUCTURES, EQUIPMENT OR
PEOPLE. THE INFFECTION ONLY OCCURS THROUGH CONTACT
BETWEEN INFFECTED ANIMALS AND HELTH ANIMALS. HOWEVER,
ALTHOUGH THE BACTERIA DOES NOT SURVIVE IN THE
ENVIRONMENT, THE MINISTRY HAS PROLONGED THE QUANTINE
MEASURES INSTITUTED AT THE FARM BEYOND THE

RECOMMENDED TWENTY ONE (21) DAYS.



IN ORDER TO PREVENT ANY SUCH OCCURANCES, THE MINISTRY IS
TIGHTING UP IMPORT PROTOCALS. THE MEASURES WILL INCLUDE
REDUCING THE INTERVAL BETWEEN CERTIFICATION OF THE

ANIMALS AND THE TIME OF EXPORT.

MR SPEAKER SIR,

[ WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE HONOURABLE MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT RAISING A POINT OF ORDER, THE MINISTRY WAS
ALSO IN THE PROCESS OF RELEASING A PRESS STATEMENT TO

INFORM THE PUBLIC.

MR SPEAKER SIR, I THANK YOU.



