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I4R SPEAKER, I WISH TO THANK YOU FOR AFFORDING I4E THIS

CHANCE TO RESPOND TO THE ISSUE THAT AROSE ON THE FLOOR OF

THE HOUSE ON FRIDAY 18fr JULY, 2014 IN RELATION TO IHE

D]SBURSEIVIENT OF THE CONSTM.JENCY DEVELOPI4ENT FUND

ALLOCANON IN THE 2014 BUDGET.

I'4R, SPEAKER, THE CONSTMJENCY DEVELOPMENT FUND (CDF) HAS

ALWAYS GENEMTED HEATED DISCUSSIONS IN THIS HOUSE BECAUSE

TT IS INDISPIJTABLE THAT THE CDF IS ONE OF THE I.4OST EFFECIIVE

AND DIRECT DEUVERY VEHICLES OF DEVELOPMENT, GOVERNI4ENI IS

NOT AI.,IBIVALENT AEOUT THE II4PORIANCE OF THE CDF, ESPECTALLY

IN THE REI.IOTT PARTS OF FARFLUNG CONSIIIUENCIES. DESPIIE

WHAT HAS BEEN SA]D ABOUT THE USAGE OF THESE FUNDS lN

CERTAIN CONSTITUENCIES.

FOR THE BENEFII OF THIS AUGUST HOUSE, I WISH TO FIRST

INDICATE THAT A KEY PART OF THIS GOVERNMENT'S AGENDA IS TO

ENSURE INCLUSIVE ECONOIV]IC GROWTH FOR ALL, AND ONE OF THE

EI.fMENTS THROUGH WHICH THIS CAN BE ACHIEVED IS BY

ENHANCING CMZEN PARTIC]PATION IN IHE DEVELOPI1ENT AGENDA

OF THIS COUNTRY, THE CONSTMJENCY DEVELOPI4ENT FUND,

THEREFORE, PROVIDES AN ]I{IIEDIATE AVENUE THORUGH WHICH

THIS CAN BE ACHIEVED, BEFORE GOVERNT4ENT COIV]PLEItS THE

NECESSARY I'4ODALMES TO FACILTTATE THE EFFECT'IVE

DECENTMLISATION OF FUNCTIONS FROM CENTML TO LOCAL

GOVERNIVIENT,



AS SUCH, THE PATRIOTIC FRONT GOVERNI.4ENT HAS IN TIiE LAST

THREE YSARS OF TTS EXISTENCE INCREASED THE ALLOCATION FOR

THE CONS']TTUENS DEVELOPI4ENT FUND 8Y AN UNPRECENDENTED

94.4 PERCENT, THAT IS, FROI{ K1O8 MILUOI{ ALLOCATED IN 2011

TO K21O MILUON ALLOCATED IN 2014,

MR. SPEAKER, I FURTHER WISH TO INDICATE THAT, AS AT END ]UNE

2014, THE I4]NISTRY OF F]NANCE HAD RELEASED A TOTAL OF K47.3

MILIIOI{ OR 42 PERCEI{T OF THE K21O I4ILLION ALLOCATED TO

THE FUND. THIS LEAVES A BALANCE OF K122.6 MILLION WHICH

HAS BEEN PROGRAIV]MED TO BE RELEASED IN FULL BY END OF

SEPTEI4BER, 2014, TO ENSURE THAT THE I'4ICRO.COI4IVIUNITY

PROJECIS IN VARIOUS CONSTM.JENCIES ARE UNDERTAKEN PRIOR TO

THE COI1IYENCEMENT OFTHE RAINY SEASON.

IN ADDMON, I4R. SPEAKER, ALLOW I.4E TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY

TO ALSO ]NDICATE TO I4Y COLLEAGUES THAT THE PRINC]PLE UNDER

WHICH THE CDF IS PRE!.4IsED IS FIRI1LY IIT4BEDDED IN THE WIDER

NATIONAL DECENTMLISATION POUC/, AND TIIAT THE I'IANAGEIYENT

OF THIS FUND IS A RESPONSIBIUTY PLACED UNDER THE N4INISTER

RESPONS]8LE FOR LOCtrL GOVERNMENT. TH]S RESPONS]B]L[|/

INCLUDES AUDMNG THE USE OF THE DISBURSED FUNDS AND

WITHHOLDING ADDMONAL DISBURSEI"IENTS TO CONST'ITUENCIES

WHEN THE IqANAGEI'4ENT OR USAGE OF THE PREVIOUSLY DISBURSED

FUNDS I5 iN QUESTION, THEREFORE, SiR, ALTHOUGH THE TREASURY

PLANS TO AVAIL FUNDS BY END OF SEPTEI4BER THIS YEAR, THE



ACTUAL DISBURSEIYENT TO INDMDUAL CONSIMJENCIES WILL

DEPEND ON THE OUTCOI'1E OFTHESE CONTTIUENCI AUDIT REPORTS.

SIR, WIftI THAT I4ENNONED, I CAN ONLY URGE IVIY COMPATRIOTS IN

THIS AUGUSI HOUSETO ENSURE THAT WE LTVE TO OUR OBLIGANON

AND I4ORAI RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT THESE FUNDS ARE

UTILISED IN UNE WTT}I THE RELEVANT REGULATIONS GOVERN]NG

PUBUC FINANCE I4ANAGET4ENT; AND THAI AS I'4UCH AS POSSIBLE,

OUR CMZENS SHOULD EFFECTIVELY BENEFIT FROII THE

IMLISATION OF THESE FUNDS. I"IISUSE OF THESE FUNDS TS A

NEGATION OF THE ESSENCE AND LEGMMACf OF THE CONSIITUENCI

DEVELOPII4 ENT FUND,

MR. SPEAKE& I THANK YOU.


