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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT ON THE INLAND WATER 

TRANSPORT IN ZAMBIA 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

MR SPEAKER, I WISH TO EXPRESS MY SINCERE GRATITUDE FOR 

THE OPPORTUNITY THAT I HAVE BEEN ACCOREDED TO MAKE A 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT ON THE STATE OF INLAND WATER 

TRANSPORT IN ZAMBIA IN THE LIGHT OF THE PROCURED 

DREDGING MACHINES. 

MR. SPEAKER, IN ITS CONTINUED EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE 

CONDITIONS OF CANALS AND WATERWAYS IN THE COUNTRY, 

THE GOVERNMENT UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF HIS 

EXCELLENCY, MR RUPIAH BWEZANI BANDA MADE AVAILABLE 

ABOUT K7 BILLION TOWARDS THE PROCUREMENT OF TWO 

DREDGING MACHINES AND ACCESSORIES FROM AQUAMEC OF 

FINLAND FOR REHABILITATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 

CANALS AND WATERWAYS IN THE COUNTRY. I AM PLEASED TO 

INFORM THIS AUGUST HOUSE, AND THROUGH IT THE NATION 

THAT THESE MACHINES HAVE BEEN PROCURED BY MY 

MINISTRY AND HAVE SINCE ARRIVED IN THE COUNTRY. THESE 

EQUIPMENT WILL BE POSITIONED IN THE MOST VULNARABLE 

AREAS REQUIRING CONSTANT DREDGING IN WESTERN AND 

LUAPULA PROVINCES. THESE MACHINES ARE ABLE TO CLEAR 

THE WEEDS AND DEEPEN THE CANALS UP TO 5 METERS THE 
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MACHINES HAVE A PROVISION FOR A BUCKHOLE BUCKET, A 

SUCTION PUMP FOR OPERATION IN THE MUDDY OR SANDY 

AREAS, A CUTTER PUMP AND POLE ERRECTOR FOR PUTTING 

POLES 

MR. SPEAKER, ONCE THE DREDGERS ARE IN OPERATIONAL, 

THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS WILL BE REALIZED: 

1. CANAL AND WATERWAYS WILL BE CLEARED AND 

BECOME NAVIGABLE 

2. THE REMOTE RURAL AREAS THAT DEPEND ON WATER 

TRANSPORT WILL BE EASILY ACCESSIBLE, 

3. THE AREAS WILL BECOME ARRABLE FOR AGRICULTURE 

AS THE CANALS WILL PROVIDE DRAINAGE FOR THE 

AREAS AND ALSO WILL PREVENT FLOODING, 

4. THERE WILL BE IMPROVEMENT IN THE PROVISION OF 

WATER TRANSPORT SERVICES 

5. FARMING INPUTS AND OUTPUTS WILL BE EASILIY 

TRANPORTED TO AND FROM THE MARKETS 

6. THE LIVING STANDARDS OF THE PEOPLE IN THESEAREAS 

WILL BE IMPROVED. 

7. THE CANALS AND WATERWAYS IN NAVIGABLE 

CONDITIONS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR WILL ACCELERATE 

ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE AREAS 

8. THE COMMUNITY WILL BE ABLE TO ACCESS THE HEALTH, 

EDUCATION AND ADMINSTRATIVE CENTRES 
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9. CANALS AND WATERWAYS WILL PROMOTE TOURISM, 

MINING AND AGRICULTURE 

MR. SPEAKER, INLAND WATER TRANSPORT PLAYS AN 

IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND GOODS 

ESPECIALLY IN THOSE AREAS WHERE THE MOVEMENT 

DEPENDS ENTIRELY ON WATER TRANSPORT SUCH AS ON LAKES 

BANGWEULU AND THE SURROUNDING BANGWEULU SWAMP 

AREA, MWERU, TANGANYIKA, KARIBA, THE LUKANGA SWAMP 

AREA, THE ZAMBEZI FLOOD PLAIN ETC. INLAND WATERWAYS 

ARE ALSO IMPORTANT IN THE GENERATION OF HYDRO POWER 

SUCH AS ON LAKES KARIBA ON THE ZAMBEZI RIVER AND ON 

KAFUE RIVER AT KAFUE GORGE. 

MR. SPEAKER, INLAND WATERWAYS HAVE TRADITIONALLY 

BEEN USED TO PROVIDE CHEAP TRANSPORT OF BULK 

COMMODITIES WITH LARGE VOLUMES OF LOW VALUE TO AND 

FROM THE HINTERLAND HARBOURS. THEY HAVE THE 

INHERENT ADVANTAGES OF LOW COST, LOW ADVERSE 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AND HIGH ENERGY EFFICIENCY. 

MR. SPEAKER, MY GOVERNMENT IS AWARE OF THE POTENTIAL 

TO BE TAPPED BY USING THESE NATURAL RESOURCES, AND OF 

THE SAVINGS WHICH MAY BE BROUGHT ABOUT BY 

INVESTMENT IN INLAND WATER TRANSPORT SCHEME. 
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MR. SPEAKER, MY MINISTRY ESTABLISHED THE DEPARTMENT 

OF MARITIME AND INLAND WATERWAYS IN MID 1994 AS AN 

OVERALL AUTHORITY TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL MATTERS 

RELATING TO MARITIME (OCEAN GOING SHIPPING AND 

INTERNATIONAL PORTS) EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, AND INLAND 

WATER TRANSPORTATION, M AI NT E N AN C E  AN D  

DEVELOPMENT OF CANALS AND WATERWAYS, (DREDGING). 

3 . 0  O V E R V I E W  O F  I N L A N D  W A T E R  T R A N S P O R T  S U B -  SECTOR 

MR. SPEAKER, INLAND WATER TRANSPORT SYSTEM IN 

ZAMBIA COMPRISES OF THE FOLLOWING: 

LAKE TANGANYIKA IS THE ONLY INLAND WATERWAY FOR 

ZAMBIA THAT CONNECTS IT WITH THE GREAT LAKES REGION 

(BURUNDI, TANZANIA, DR CONGO AND BEYOND TO RWANDA, 

UGANDA AND KENYA) CURRENTLY USED FOR COMMERCIAL 

SHIPPING. 

SHIPPING ON LAKE TANGANYIKA SERVES THE PORTS OF 

BUJUMBURA IN BURUNDI, KIGOMA AND KASANGA IN 

TANZANIA, KALEMIE IN THE EASTERN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

OF CONGO AND OTHER NUMEROUS SMALL PORTS ON THE 

SHORES OF THE LAKE IN TANZANIA AND DR CONGO. LAND 

ACCESS TO MPULUNGU HARBOUR IS BY ROAD AND THERE ARE 

PLANS TO CONNECT THE PORT TO TAZARA AT NSELUKA NEAR 

KASAMA. 
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MR. SPEAKER, IN THE BANGWEULU SWAMP, FOR EXAMPLE, 

THERE ARE MANY ISLANDS AND THE ONLY MEANS OF 

TRANSPORTATION IS BY CANALS AND CHANNELS. THE 

ISLANDS OF BWALYA MPONDA, MATONGO, KASOMALUNGA, 

KALIMANKONDE, NSALUSHI, MUTWAMINA ARE RATHER 

DENSELY POPULATED AND THE VITUAL ABSENCE OF AN 

ALTERNATIVE TARNSPORT MODE LEAVES THESE INHABITANTS 

EXECLUSIVELY DEPENDENT ON WATER TRANSPORT. 

MR. SPEAKER, IN THE LAKE MWERU/LUAPULA RIVER DELTA 

AREA, THERE ALSO CANALS ARE WHAT LINK THE MAIN LAND 

AND LAKE MWERU. THE GOVERNMENT HAS CONTINUED TO 

PROVIDE FUNDS FOR MAINTENANCE TO ENSURE THAT THESE 

CANALS ARE NAVIGABLE AND PROVIDE ACCESSIBILITY TO 

SCHOOLS, HEALTH CENTERS ON THE ISLANDS OF KILWA ON 

LAKE MWERU 

MR. SPEAKER, OTHER NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS INCLUDE THE 

ZAMBEZI RIVER WATERWAY WHICH IS NAVIGABLE ON THE 

STRETCHES OF CHAVUMA, ZAMBEZI, LUKULU, SENENGA AND 

MONGU AND KALABO. IT IS ALSO NAVIGABLE BETWEEN 

KALONGOLA AND SESHEKE AND MAMBOVA. THUS THE 

ZAMBEZI RIVER PROVIDES THESE INTERMITTENT NAVIGABLE 

STRETCHES, WHICH ARE SEPARATED BY RAPIDS, SAND BANKS 

AND OUTCROPS. CHAVUMA-LUKULU IS ALSO NAVIGABLE 

DURING HIGH WATER LEVEL PERIOD. NON-NAVIGABLE 
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STRETCHES THEREFORE, WILL REQUIRE HEAVY INVESTMENTS 

IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF WEIRS AND DAMS AND 

PROCUREMENT OF DREDGING EQUIPMENT. 

THE SESHEKE-MAMBOVA STRETCH IS NAVIGABLE. BELOW 

MAMBOVA THE ZAMBEZI IS AGAIN NOT NAVIGABLE. THIS 

STRETCH OF THE RIVER WILL REQUIRE PERIODIC DREDGING 

DUE TO SHALLOW WATERS DURING THE DRY SEASON 

MR. SPEAKER, THE LOWER ZAMBEZI IS NAVIGABLE FROM THE 

KARIBA DAM WALL ALL THE WAY TO LUANGWA. THIS 

WATERWAY IS CHARACTERIZED BY LOW WATER LEVEL 

DURING THE DRY SEASON AND COMPOUNDED BY SAND BANKS. 

IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN NAVIGABILITY THROUGHOUT THE 

YEAR THERE IS NEED TO POSITION DREDGING EQUIPMENT ON 

THIS STRETCH OF THE WATERWAY.THERE ARE A NUMBER OF 

LODGES ALONG THIS STRECH OF THE RIVER WHICH PROVIDE 

TOURISM ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA. 

MR. SPEAKER, THE KAFUE RIVER IS OF GREAT ECONOMIC 

IMPORTANCE TO ZAMBIA AS IT SUPPORTS AGRICULTURAL, 

TOURISM, ENERGY AND MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES. THIS 

WATERWAY IS NAVIGABLE FROM NAMWALA DOWN STREAM 

TO KAFUE GORGE DAM, A DISTANCE OF NEARLY 200KM. IT IS 

ALSO NAVIGABLE FROM THE KAFUE DAM TO THE CONFLUENCE 

OF THE ZAMBEZI RIVER. THE WATERWAY IS CLOGGED BY 

KAFUE WEED OR WATER HYACINTH WHICH HAS MADE 
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NAVIGATION IMPOSSIBLE. THE WEED IS ALSO EXERTING 

PRESSURE ON THE RAILWAY AND ROAD BRIDGES 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND POSES A GREAT DANGER TO THE 

HYDRO POWER STATION 

MR. SPEAKER, SINCE THIS WATERWAY IS OF ECONOMIC 

IMPORTANCE TO THE ECONOMY OF ZAMBIA THE GOVERNMENT 

STRATEGY IS TO ENSURE THAT DREDGING EQUIPMENT ARE 

POSITIONED AT EVERY STRATEGIC AREAS SUCH AS THE RAIL 

AND THE ROAD BRIDGES AND AT KAFUE GORGE IN ORDER TO 

REMOVE THE WEED THAT ARE A DANGER TO THE 

INFRASTRUCTURE. THE GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO ENCOURAGE 

AND INVITE THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO PROVIDE WATER 

TRANSPORT TO THE COMMUNITY LIVING ALONG THE KAFUE 

RIVER. 

MR. SPEAKER, IN THE LUKANGA SWAMP THE INHABITANTS 

ALSO DEPEND ON WATER TRANSPORTATION. FUNDS HAVE 

BEEN MADE AVAILBLE TO ENSURE THAT CANALS AND 

FAIRWAYS ARE NAVIGABLE TO ENSURE THE PROVISION OF 

WATER TRANSPORT TO AND FROM THE ISLANDS. THE 

GOVERNMENT PLAN IS TO ENSURE THAT DREDGING MACHINES 

ARE PROCURED FOR THIS AREA WHEN FUNDS ARE MADE 

AVAILABLE. 
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MR. SPEAKER, THIS GOVERNMENT HAS WIDELY RECOGNISED 

INLAND WATER TRANSPORT AS A SUB SECTOR OF THE 

ZAMBIAN TRANSPORT SYSTEM AND ALSO AS AN INTEGRAL 

PART OF THE ENTIRE NATIONAL TRANSPORT NETWORK. IN 

THIS REGARD, THE GOVERNMNENT IS MAKING EVERY EFFORT 

POSSIBLE TO ENSURE THAT THIS TRANSPORT MODE RECEIVES 

MUCH SUPPORT AS THAT OF OTHER MODES IN TERMS OF 

'INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT. 

MR. SPEAKER, IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT CANALS AND 

WATERWAYS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN WORKED ON AND 

REQUIRES PERIODIC MAINTENANCE, MY GOVERNMENT WILL 

CONTINUE TO LIAISE WITH THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT TO ENSURE THAT ADEQUATE 

FUNDING IS MADE AVAILABLE TO CARRY OUT MAINTENANCE 

WORKS AND TO PROCURE THE NECESSARY DREDGING 

EQUIPMENT AND TOOLS. 

MR. SPEAKER, THESE EFFORTS THEREFORE WILL MAKE 

CANALS AND WATERWAYS NAVIGABLE AND PASSABLE IN THE 

SWAMPS AND THE FLOOD PLAIN BY BOATS AND WILL MAKE 

HEALTH, EDUCATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS EASILY 

ACCESSIBLE AND HENCE IMPROVE THE LIVING STANDARDS OF 

OUR PEOPLE. 

MR. SPEAKER, THIS SITUATION THEREFORE WILL MAKE THE 

PROVISION OF WATER TRANSPORT SERVICES PARTICULARLY 

IN AREAS WHERE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND GOODS IS 

BY MEANS OF CANALS AND WATERWAYS ESPECIALLY IN SOME 
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STRETCHES OF ZAMBEZI FLOOD PLAIN, KAFUE RIVER, 

BANG WEULU SWAMP, LUAPULA, RIVER DELTA ON LAKE 

MWERU, LUKANGA SWAMP POSSIBLE. 

3.0 CONCLUSION 

MR SPEAKER, MY GOVERNEMNT WILL NOT RELENT IN ITS 

EFFORTS TO ENSURE THAT THIS MOMENTUM TO IMPROVE THE 

WATERWAYS OF OUR COUNTRY IS SUSTAINED. THESE EFFORTS 

THUS FAR DEMONSTRATED WILL GO A LONG WAY TO 

ENHANCE THE COMMERCIAL AND SOCIAL WELFARE OF OUR 

PEOPLE. 

MR. SPEAKER. 

I THANK YOU SIR. 
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