REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND COOPERATIVES

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF
AGRICULTURE AND CO-OPERATIVES, HON. DR.
EUSTARCKIO KAZONGA, M.P TO PARLIAMENT ON THE
STATUS OF THE FOOD RESERVE AGENCY CROP

MARKETING PROGRAMME FOR 2010

OCTOBER 2010




MR. SPEAKER,

I THANK YOU FOR GIVING ME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT ON THE STATUS OF THE FOOD
RESERVE AGENCY (FRA) CROP MARKETING PROGRAMME FOR
2010. THEREFORE, IN THIS STATEMENT, I WILL GIVE AN
UPDATE COVERING CROP PURCHASES, PAYMENTS TO FARMERS

AND MEASURES TAKEN TO SECURE THE PURCHASED CROPS.

MR. SPEAKER

THE UNPRECEDENTED BUMPER  HARVEST OF MAIZE
AMOUNTING TO 2,795,483 METRIC TONNES THAT WAS
RECORDED THIS YEAR HAS BROUGHT ABOUT A LOT OF
CHALLENGES IN TERMS OF BUYING, MOBILIZING THE CROP
AND STORING IT. GOVERNMENT HAS HAD TO LOOK FOR
RESOURCES IN HUNDREDS OF BILLIONS OF KWACHA TO BUY
MAIZE FROM OUR FARMERS TO TRANSPORT AND STORE THE

MAIZE IN OUR SILOS.



OUR OBIJECTIVE IS TO MAKE SURE THAT THE PRODUCE IS
SAFELY STORED BEFORE THE ONSET OF THE RAINS SO AS TO
MAINTAIN THE NATIONAL STRATEGIC FOOD RESERVE AND

FOOD SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY.

MR. SPEAKER,

IN TERMS OF CROP PURCHASES, AS AT 8™ OCTOBER, 2010, A
TOTAL OF 740,361 METRIC TONNES OF WHITE MAIZE VALUED
AT K 962 BILLION HAD BEEN BOUGHT. AS FOR PADDY RICE, A
TOTAL OF 1,199 METRIC TONNES VALUED AT K 1.798 BILLION
HAD BEEN BOUGHT. IN TERMS OF MAIZE PURCHASES, WE ARE
NOW PURCHASING AT A RATE OF 9,000 METRIC TONNES

PER WEEK.



MR. SPEAKER,

IN ORDER TO GIVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO OUR FARMERS TO
DELIVER THEIR PRODUCE TO THE FRA SATELLITE DEPOTS,
GOVERNMENT DECIDED TO EXTEND THE CROP MARKETING

SEASON BY ONE MONTH TO 31°" OCTOBER, 2010.

MR. SPEAKER,

AS AT 8™ OCTOBER 2010, WE HAVE CUMULATIVELY DISBURSED
A TOTAL AMOUNT OF K536 BILLION TO PAY OUR FARMERS
WITH AN OUTSTANDING BALANCE OF K432 BILLION TO BE
PAID. IN REGARD TO OUTSTANDING PAYMENTS, WE ARE
DISBURSING A TOTAL OF K150 MILLION WEEKLY WITH A VIEW
TO CLEARING ALL OUTSTANDING AMOUNTS OWED TO OUR

FARMERS.



MR. SPEAKER,

IN TERMS OF MAKING SURE THAT OUR CROP IS SECURED
PROPERLY BEFORE THE ONSET OF THE RAINS AND FOR
NATIONAL STRATEGIC RESERVE, WE HAVE INTENSIFIED OUR
EFFORTS OF SECURING STORAGE. SO FAR, A CAPACITY OF

60,000 METRIC TONNES STORAGE SPACE HAS BEEN SOURCED.

IN SITUATIONS WHERE THE SILOS ARE FULL TO CAPACITY,
ALTERNATIVE MEASURES SUCH AS CONCRETE SLABS COVERED
WITH TARPAULINS WILL BE USED. WE REQUIRE ABOUT 2,522
TARPAULINS FOR US TO SECURE OUR CROP. SO FAR, WE HAVE
DISTRIBUTED 1,979 TARPAULINS TO REGIONS WHERE THEY
ARE NEEDED. THE REMAINING TARPAULINS ARE EXPECTED TO

BE SUPPLIED BEFORE THE END OF THIS WEEK.



MR. SPEAKER,

IN TERMS OF TRANSPORTATION OF MAIZE FROM SATELLITE
DEPOTS TO OUR NATIONAL SILOS FOR STORAGE, WE HAVE
ACCELERATED THE EXERCISE FOLLOWING THE PAYMENT OF

MOST OF OUR TRANSPORTERS THAT WE WERE OWING.

MR. SPEAKER,

IN CONCLUSION, T WISH TO ASSURE THIS AUGUST HOUSE
THAT THE MMD GOVERNMENT WILL MAKE SURE THAT THE
ENTIRE CROP THAT WILL BE PURCHASED BY THE FOOD
RESERVE AGENCY IS SECURED GOING BY THE MEASURES THAT

WE HAVE PUT IN PLACE.

MR. SPEAKER, I THANK YOU.
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