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MR SPEAKER,

FOLLOWING THE POINT OF ORDER RAISED BY THE HONOURABLE

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR MAZABUKA AS WELL AS THE 14TH

MARCH, 2OI2 DAILY MAIL HEADLINES ON THE IMPORTATION OF

CHICKENS, I WISH TO MAKE A MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

MR SPEAKER,

FROM THE ONSET, I WISH TO STATE THAT NO FINAL PERMIT WAS

ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK FOR

THE IMPORTATION OF THE LINPROCESSED CHICKENS.

THE MINISTRY HAS IN PLACE AN ELABORATE PROCESS OF

ISSUANCE OF IMPORT OR EXPORT PERMITS. THE FIRST STEP IN

THE ISSUANCE OF IMPORT PERMITS INVOLVES CONSULTATIONS

WITH THE STAKEHOLDERS IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR. THE

SECOND STEP IS VERIFICATION OF THE SAFETY OF THE PRODUCTS

BY THE VETERINARY DEPARTMENT IN TERMS OF DISEASE FROM

THE EXPORTING COUNTRY. THE VETEzuNARY DEPARTMENT UPON

ESTABLISHING THAT THE PRODUCTS SATISFY THE IMPORT

CONDITIONS, ISSUES AN IMPORT PERMIT IN ACCORDANCE WITH



THE ANIMAL HEALTH ACT NO. 27 OF 2OIO AND INTERNATIONAL

PROTOCOLS ON ANIMAL DISEASE CONTROL.

MR SPBAKER,

THE SECOND PART OF THE IMPORT PERMIT PROCESS IS THE

ISSUANCE OF AN AGRICULTURAL IMPORT PERMIT BY THE

DEPARTMENT OF AGRI-BUSINESS AND MARKETING UNDER THE

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK, IN ACCORDANCE

WITH THE CONTROL OF GOODS ACT CAP 421 VOLUME 24 OF THE

LAWS OF ZAMBIA. IT IS AT THIS STAGE THAT ECONOMIC

CONSIDERATIONS ARE MADE BEFORE THE AGRICULTURAL

PERMIT IS ISSUED. CONSIDERATIONS INCLUDE IMPORT VOLUMES,

IMPACT ON DOMESTIC PRODUCTION AND THE SECTOR AS A

WHOLE. THE PERMIT IS STOPPED AT THIS LEVEL IF IT HAS

NEGATIVE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES.

SHOPRITE APPLIED FOR A SANITARY PERMIT FOR IMPORTATION

OF 75 METRIC TONNES OF CHICKENS WHICH IS LESS THAN TWO

WEEKS' OF ITS SALES AS THEY SELL ON AVERAGE, 60 METRIC

TONNES PER WEEK. THE NEXT STEP WAS FOR SHOPRITE TO APPLY

FOR THE AGRICULTURAL IMPORT PERMIT WHICH THEY DID NOT.



NO FINAL IMPORT PERMIT WAS GRANTED TO THEM. BECAUSE OF

THIS, NO CHICKEN WAS IMPORTED.

I MUST STATE THAT NO CONSULTATION WAS MADE WITH

STAKEHOLDERS. AS A RESULT, WE HAVE REVOKED THE INITIAL

SANITARY IMPORT PERMIT. THE INITIAL PERMIT WAS ISSUED BY A

MIDDLE MANAGEMENT OFFICER WHO DID NOT SEEK CLEARANCE

WITH HIS SUPERVISORS WHO, ORDINARILY WOULD HAVE

CONSULTED STAKEHOLDERS BEFORE MAKING A DECISION. THE

OFFICER HAS SINCE BEEN REPRIMANDED.

MR SPEAKER,

THE MINISTRY IS FULLY COMMIT'IED TO SUPPORTING THE

DEVELOPMENT OF THE LOCAL LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY AT ALL

LEVELS. THIS IS EXEMPLIFIED BY THE FACT THAT TWO DAYS

AFTER THE TEMPORARY SANITARY PERMIT WAS ISSUED, IT WAS

REVOKED. WE HAVE SINCE ISSUED A PERMANENT REVOCATION.

MR SPEAKER,

IN CONCLUSION, I WISH TO ASSURE THIS AUGUST HOUSE THAT

THE MINISTRY WILL BE VIGILANT WHEN IT COMES TO ISSUANCE



OF IMPORT OR EXPORT PERMITS. THE MIMSTRY WILL REMAIN

TOTALLY COMMITTED TO NATIONAL INTERESTS WHILE

RESPECTING INTERNATIONAL PROTOCOLS ON TRADE. 'WE WILL

ENSURE THAT OUR FARMERS AND CONSUMERS ARE PROTECTED.

MR SPEAKER SIR", I THANK YOU


