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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT BY HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT
TO PARLIAMENT ON THE ZAMBIA AIR FORCE Z-9 EH HELICOPTER
INCIDENCE/ACCIDENT

1.  THE ZAMBIA AIR FORCE Z-9 EH HELICOPTERS HAVE BEEN
INVOLVED IN TWO RECORDED INCIDENTS AND ONE ACCIDENT
FROM THE TIME THEY WERE DELIVERED TO THE ZAMBIA AIR
FORCE IN THE YEAR 2012.

SHIWANG’ANDU INCIDENT

2.  THE FIRST INCIDENT INVOLVED A Z-9 EH HELICOPTER
REGISTRATION NUMBER AF 746. THE INCIDENT TOOK PLACE AT
SHIWANG'’ANDU ON 5™ DECEMB ER, 2012. THE PILOT ABORTED
TAKE OFF DUE TO THE HARSH ATMOSPHERIC CONDITIONS WHICH
AFFECTED THE TAKE OFF. HOWEVER, THE HELICOPTER LATER ON
FLEW BACK TO LUSAKA ON THE SAME DAY. THE HELICOPTER WAS
CARRYING THE ADVANCE PARTY FOR HIS EXCELLENCY THE
PRESIDENT.

KABWE INCIDENT

3. THE SECOND INCIDENT INVOLVED Z-9 EH HELICOPTER
REGISTRATION NUMBER AF 745. IT OCCURED IN KABWE ON 23R
FEBRUARY, 2013. THE PILOT EXECUTED A PRECAUTIONARY
LANDING AT KOHIMA BARRACKS GROUNDS DUE TO A MINOR
FAULT WITH THE ENGINE POWER REGULATOR ON ONE OF THE
ENGINES.  THE PROBLEM WAS LATER RECTIFIED AND THE
AIRCRAFT FLEW BACK TO LUSAKA ON THE SAME DAY. THE
AIRCRAFT WAS CONVEYING JOURNALISTS TO NDOLA.
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LUSAKA CITY AIRPORT ACCIDENT

4. THIS INVOLVED A Z-9 HELICOPTER REGISTRATION NUMBER
AF 744 AND TOOK PLACE ON TUESDAY 12™ MARCH, 2013 AROUND
11:14 HOURS AT THE CITY AIRPORT. THIS HELICOPTER WAS PART
OF A FORMATION OF THREE HELICOPTERS THAT WERE
CONDUCTING A FLY PAST IN COMMEMORATION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY. AFTER COMPLETING THE FLY PAST,
THE FORMATION REJOINED FOR LANDING AT CITY AIRPORT. AS
THE PILOT WAS PREPARING TO LAND, HE LOST CONTROL
RESULTING INTO IT GOING DOWN. THE CAPTAIN OF THE AIRCRAFT
MAJOR MISAPA MUKUPA SUSTAINED INJURIES AND EVENTUALLY
DIED AT THE UNIVERSITY TEACHING HOSPITAL (UTH). CAPTAIN
KENNETH CHILALA, THE CO-PILOT WAS TREATED FOR MINOR
INJURIES.

5. A BOARD OF INQUIRY (BOI) HAS SINCE BEEN INSTITUTED TO
INVESTIGATE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT LED TO THIS ACCIDENT. THE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE WITHIN THE FIRST HALF OF APRIL, 2013 OR
INDEED EARLIER THAN THAT.

6. THE Z-9 HELICOPTER IS A NEW AIRCRAFT AND SAFE ENOUGH
TO BE OPERATED BY OUR AIR FORCE ALTHOUGH WE HAVE HAD
SUCH UNFORTUNATE INCIDENCES. HOWEVER, THE BOARD OF
INQUIRY WILL PROVIDE MORE DETAILS.
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