
 

 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, MR HAIMBE, SC., ON ZAMBIA’S 

PARTICIPATION IN THE 80TH UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE 

TWENTIETH MEETING OF THE COMMON MARKET FOR EASTERN AND 

SOUTHERN AFRICA MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THE 24TH COMESA 

SUMMIT OF THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT 

 

Madam Speaker, recently, there were two significant international conferences that took 

place. Firstly, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), the 80th Session and secondly, 

the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) Summit. So, this 

Ministerial Statement relates to the two.  

 

Madam Speaker, I wish to thank you for according me this opportunity to render a Ministerial 

Statement on Zambia’s participation in the high-level segment of the 80thSession of the 

United Nations General Assembly UNGA80 held at the United Nations Headquarters in New 

York from 22ndto 29th September, 2025, and in relation to the COMESA 24thSummit held on 

the 9thOctober, 2025, in Nairobi, in the Republic of Kenya. I will start with the United 

Nations General Assembly. 

 

Madam Speaker, the UNGA remains a critical platform for multilateral diplomacy. It is the 

only global forum where all 193 Member States have an equal representation, providing an 

opportunity to advance dialogue on international peace and security, development, climate 

change, and human rights, among other topics. 

 

Madam Speaker, this year’s UNGA was particularly significant as it marked the 

80thAnniversary of the United Nations under the theme:“Better Together, EightyYears and 

More of Peace, Development and Human Rights.” This milestone provided the global 

community a moment of reflection on the UN’s fundamental values while charting a way 

forward in the face of growing geopolitical tensions, economic uncertainty and climate 

change. The 80th Session was attended by 189Member States with representationfrom eighty-

threeHeads of State, forty-oneHeads of Government and forty-fiveMinisters of Foreign 

Affairs. These numbers speak to the centrality of the UN as a convening body for collective 

global action.  

 



 

 

Madam Speaker, the Zambian delegation to this landmark session was led by myself as 

delegated by His Excellency the President of the Republic of Zambia, Mr 

HakaindeHichilema, and in my capacity as Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation. The delegation included the hon. Minister of Health, Mr Elijah Muchima as 

well as senior Government officials. The participation was grounded in Zambia’s foreign 

policy objectives and national developmental agenda. 

 

Madam Speaker,my participation and representation of the Government of the Republic of 

Zambia at this year’s UNGA was undertaken in accordance with the statutory functions as 

outlined under Government Gazette Notice No. 1,123 of 2021, which mandates the hon. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation to: 

 

(a) conduct and coordinate the Republic of Zambia’s foreign relations; 

 

(b) manage international co-operation and multilateral engagements; and  

 

(c) oversee the negotiation, conclusion, and ratification of international treaties, 

conventions, and memoranda of understanding.  

 

It is within this legal and institutional mandate that the responsibilities outlined above were 

executed at this important multilateral forum.  

 

Madam Speaker, Zambia’s priorities at UNGA80 included the following: 

 

(a) advocating for reform of the global governance architecture, including the 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC), where we continue to champion the 

Common AfricanPosition as espoused in the Ezulwini Consensus and the Sirte 

Declaration; 

 

(b) advancing the Implementation of the Financing for Development (FFD4) 

outcomes, including the Borrowers Forum as co-facilitator of the Pact; 

 

(c) promoting investments in health, education, and social protection, especially in 

light of declining Official Development Assistance (ODA); 



 

 

 

(d) deepening bilateral and multilateral cooperation with development partners; 

 

(e) advancing Zambia’s digital transformation agenda and partnerships in science, 

technology and innovation; and  

 

(f) strengthening Zambia’s profile as an investment destination through economic 

diplomacy.  

 

Madam Speaker, Zambia was actively engaged in several high-level meetings, including; the 

high-level meeting on gender equality commemorating the 30thAnniversary of the Beijing 

Declaration, where Zambia reaffirmed its commitment to empowering women and girls, the 

fourth high-level meeting on non-communicable diseases and mental health, the Climate 

Ambition Summit, the Summit for African Union Committee of Ten(C-10), which reaffirmed 

Zambia’s unwavering support for the Common Africa Position aforementioned and the 

Biennial Summit for Sustainable, Inclusive, and Resilient Global Economy where Zambia 

called for fairer and faster debt relief, improving financing mechanisms for developing 

countries.  

 

Bilateral and Multilateral Cooperation 

 

Madam Speaker, we also undertook a range of bilateral engagements to deepen Zambia’s 

international partnerships. We hadbilateral meetings with Luxembourg, Lithuania, 

Liechtenstein, Morocco, and multilateral agencies such as theUnited Nations Development 

Programme(UNDP), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and 

the World Bank. Zambia co-hosted an important side event with Egypt to discuss the 

modalities of implementing the newly proposed Borrowers Forum, an initiative of the fourth 

International Conference on Financing for Development. Zambia also co-hosted a side event 

on accelerating the FFD4 implementation with Mexico, Spain, Norway, the United Kingdom 

(UK), and the UN Foundation. 

 

Madam Speaker, consistent with our policy of economic diplomacy, the delegation engaged 

with the Zambian diaspora in the United States to share developments that are taking place 

here and explore the diaspora’s role in Zambia’s economic transformation. In addition, a 



 

 

private sector roundtable was convened with twelve global investment houses, including 

MetLife, Baylis Emergency Markets, and Jefferies, to promote Zambia’s investment 

opportunities. These engagements were fruitful, with strong interests expressed in sectors 

such as energy, mining, agriculture, logistics and tourism.  

 

Madam Speaker, Zambia was honoured to chair the ministerial meeting of least-developed 

countries. We used this platform to advocate for innovative financing solutions, enhanced 

domestic resource mobilisation and deeper regional integration to close development 

financing gaps for countries like Zambia.  

 

Key Outcomes and Deliverables  

 

Madam Speaker, Zambia’s participation at UNGA80,as I have referred to earlier, yielded a 

number of tangible diplomatic and developmental outcomes that reinforce our country’s 

international standing and support the aspirations of the Eighth National Development Plan 

(8NDP). 

 

To begin with, Zambia strengthened its diplomatic relations through the signing of several 

key agreements. Notably, our country entered into new frameworks of cooperation with 

Luxembourg and Lithuania on matters of mutual interest while also signing a joint 

communique establishing formal diplomatic relations with Liechtenstein.These milestones 

mark Zambia’s growing engagement with strategic partners in Europe, opening new avenues 

for collaboration in investment, trade and cultural exchange.  

 

In the area of development cooperation, Zambia secured renewed commitments to key 

national priorities in health, education, tourism, and private sector development. Of particular 

note was the agreement to expedite the implementation of existing memoranda of 

understanding with the Kingdom of Morocco that were signed in 2024. These agreements 

focus on strengthening human capital development and promoting sustainable economic 

growth in line with our national development agenda. 

 

Madam Speaker, the Government also took advantage of the high-level engagements at 

UNGA80 to advance Zambia’s digitalisation agenda and investment prospects. Furthermore, 

Zambia continued to expand its diplomatic footprint by initiating new engagements with 



 

 

emerging partners across Asia, Latin America and Eastern Europe.These efforts are aimed at 

broadening our global presence, diversifying partnerships and enhancing Zambia’s voice 

within the multilateral platforms. 

 

Madam Speaker, in order to translate these outcomes into national benefit, the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation in collaboration with relevant line ministries 

will implement a structured follow-up mechanism which will include activating bilateral 

agreements, coordinating with development partners and technical cooperation and 

monitoring Zambia’s climate and sustainable development goals commitments at national 

and international levels.  

 

In addition, Zambia will continue to champion reforms in multilateral institutions through 

regional reforms such as the African Union (AU) and the Southern African Development 

Community (SADC).  

 

Madam Speaker, in conclusion, I wish to state that Zambia's active and strategic participation 

at the UNGA-80re-affirmed our global standing as a responsible member of the international 

community. We seize this opportunity to advance our developmental priorities, advocate for 

Africa's voice in global governance, promote investment and build partnerships that will 

benefit our people.I wish to assure this House and the people of Zambia that the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation remains committed to championing Zambia's 

interests on the global stage in alignment with our national development aspirations and 

foreign policy objectives.  

 

Madam Speaker, with your indulgence, I would like to quickly update the House on our 

participation at the 24th Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa(COMESA) 

Summit. The summit was held under the theme: “Leveraging Digitalisation to Deepen 

Regional Value Chains for Sustainable and Inclusive Growth”. The summit, as I mentioned 

earlier, took place in Nairobi, Kenya, from 8thOctober, 2025, to 9th October, 2025, and was 

preceded by a ministerial Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs on Peace and Security 

Matters. The theme underscores the region's shared vision of harnessing digital 

transformation to enhance trade integration, industrial competitiveness and sustainable 

development for the benefit of our peoples.  



 

 

Madam Speaker, the 20th Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairson Peace and Security 

Matters, which was held on 8thOctober, 2025, was chaired by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of Burundi. The meeting brought together Ministers of Foreign Affairs and senior officials 

from all COMESA member states.  

 

Madam Speaker, the 24th COMESA Heads of State and Government Summit was held on 

9thOctober, 2025, and was chaired by His Excellency Dr William SamoeiRuto, President of 

the Republic of Kenya, who succeeded his predecessor, President Evariste Ndayishimiye, 

President of the Republic of Burundi. The summit was attended by several Heads of State and 

Government, Vice-Presidents, Ministers of Foreign Affairs and other senior representatives 

from member states. I represented His Excellency Mr Hakainde Hichilema, President of the 

Republic of Zambia, in accordance with established diplomatic practice.  

 

Madam Speaker, the outcomes of the 20thMeeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs on Peace 

and Security Mattersincluded a reviewed status report on peace and security covering 

developments in Ethiopia, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

 

Madam Speaker, the meeting adopted a peace and security action plan for 2025 to 2028, 

which focuses on early warning and preventative diplomacy, promoting women and youth 

participation in peacebuilding and enhancing co-ordination between COMESA, the AU and 

SADC, among other outcomes. 

 

Madam Speaker, for Zambia, the outcomes have three direct benefits: 

 

(a) peace and security support; 

 

(b) capacity enhancement. Through the COMESA Conflict Early Warning System 

(COMWARN) network, Zambia will benefit from capacity building for national 

focal points in data-driven conflict analysis and preventative diplomacy; and 

 

(c) a benefit to our regional standing. 

 

Madam Speaker, in terms of the summit, the outcomes included the following: 

 



 

 

(a) The Heads of State and Government considered the reports of the COMESA 

Council of Ministers and the authority, and adopted several key decisions on 

digital transformation, trade facilitation, infrastructure and inclusive growth. The 

summit re-affirmed the commitment to implementing the COMESA digital free 

trade area to facilitate seamless cross-border trading.  

 

(b) harmonisation of data protection and electronic commerce (e-commerce) laws, 

operationalising the COMESA digital retail payment platform, and promotion of 

digital skills training for youth and women entrepreneurs. 

 

Madam Speaker, Zambia stands to gain significantly from the decisions, notably through: 

 

(a) hosting the COMESA headquarters; 

 

(b) digital trade facilitation. Zambia's Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) 

will benefit from reduced transaction costs and improved market access through 

digital trade and payment platforms; 

 

(c) infrastructure co-operation.The focus will be on regional transport corridors, 

which aligns with Zambia's North-South corridor initiatives, improving 

connectivity and logistics efficiency; and 

 

(d) in terms of private sector empowerment, Zambian enterprises, especially those 

led by youth and women, will gain access to regional markets through the 50 

million African Women Speak platform and trade fairs supported under 

COMESA. 

 

Madam Speaker, the final report of the 20th Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairson Peace 

and Security Matterswas adopted by consensus during the summit, demonstrating unity of 

purpose among member states, commitment to implementing agreed actions on peace, 

security and economic integration. 

 

Madam Speaker, in conclusion, Zambia's active participation in both the ministerial and 

summit meetings of COMESA re-affirmed our unwavering commitment to peace, security 



 

 

and regional integration in line with our Eighth National Development Plan (8NDP), Vision 

2030 and African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) aspirations. Through these 

engagements, Zambia consolidated her role as a regional convener for digital transformation 

and peace building while securing tangible benefits in infrastructure development, trade 

facilitation and institutional hosting.  

 

Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation will continue 

to work closely with relevant line ministries, COMESA institutions and the private sector to 

ensure effective implementation of the outcomes for the benefit of our people and the broader 

region.  

 

Madam Speaker, I thank you.  

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=AfCFTA&sca_esv=eb0ee29535a5550a&rlz=1C1GCEU_enZM840ZM840&sxsrf=AE3TifO4t6XtuEsm4NWbkWX4hpv2aJehQg%3A1762334015531&ei=PxULadSRIN2fhbIP3duVuAE&ved=2ahUKEwii8aCy29qQAxUZQkEAHRv8PDIQgK4QegQIARAE&uact=5&oq=African+Continental+Free+Trade+&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiH0FmcmljYW4gQ29udGluZW50YWwgRnJlZSBUcmFkZSAyCxAAGIAEGJECGIoFMgsQABiABBiRAhiKBTILEAAYgAQYkQIYigUyBRAAGIAEMgoQABiABBgUGIcCMgsQABiABBiRAhiKBTIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgARI-ghQAFgAcAB4AZABAJgB3gOgAd4DqgEDNC0xuAEDyAEA-AEC-AEBmAIBoALjA5gDAJIHAzQtMaAHpAeyBwM0LTG4B-MDwgcDMi0xyAcD&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCbOvikwCv3IjQ7euERdz-fqKnzB0emO_FLkQpT2MjW1HIWbcG7rjSv3Vvl36q9GjrgvzaRieHIsm5_4HSvCuO6Hdv4HcoGSS-6Naml1OPIN-UHsTZPE_DmWw3uM7nm0J4_tcxwINHFGGX-YlS7COg1gIt5F946MEw-FJZPoA2SAsw&csui=3

