FRIDAY, 5 OCTOBER, 2018

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

ON THE
 JOINT RELEASE OF THE 2018 GRADE NINE AND GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (GCE) EXAMINATIONS RESULTS

BY THE 
HON. MINISTER OF GENERAL EDUCATION, MR MABUMBA

 Mr Speaker, I wish to thank you for giving me the opportunity to inform this august House and the nation at large that my ministry has completed processing the 2018 Grade Nine External and General Certificate of Education (GCE) Examinations results.

Sir, the 2018 Grade nine External Examination was the second to be written separate from the Grade Nine Internal Examination while the first one was in 2017. On the other hand, the 2018 GCE Examination was the fifth since the separation of the GCE candidates from internal candidates with the first having been conducted in 2014.

Mr Speaker, may I state that the timely manner in which the ministry and the Examination Council of Zambia (ECZ) processed the results will allow the Grade Nine External candidates to combine their results they have passed with the subjects they passed before in order to qualify for 2019 Grade ten selection. Additionally, Sir, the GCE candidates will be able to use the results to aspire for tertiary level education in 2019.

Sir, my statement is divided in two main parts. The first part deals with the Grade Nine External Examinations while the second part deals with the GCE Examination. Each of the two parts is divided into three sub-parts namely; Candidature, Performance and Examination Malpractices.

THE GRADE NINE EXTERNAL EXAMINATION 

Candidature
A total of 61,116 candidates entered the 2018 Grade Nine External Examination, of whom 28,551, which represent 46.72 per cent were male and 32,565, which represent 53.28 per cent were female. Out of the candidates who registered, 57,620 presenting 26,913 males and 30,707 were female sat for the examination. There has been a sharp increase in candidature from 12,498 in 2017 to 61,116 in 2018. Candidates can register for a minimum of one subject and there is no limitation to the number of subjects they can register for.

The national absenteeism rate for 2018 reduced to 5.72 per cent from last year’s 11.83 per cent. This is an indication that our people are valuing the need to advance their education.

Performance
Mr Speaker, of the 57,620 candidates, who for the examinations, 35,688, representing 62 per cent passed the examination. The Percentage Mean Scores for the subjects written ranged between 16.37 per cent and 85.97 per cent. This was comparable with the 2017 Grade Nine External Examination whose percentage mean score ranged between 16.47 per cent and 67.6 per cent.

Sir, the highest performance was recorded in Design and Technology with a mean score of 85.97 per cent while the lowest was in mathematics with a mean score of 16.37 per cent. The performance in vocational subjects was above 40 per cent except for agriculture science, which had a mean score of 31.13 per cent. Overall, performance in the 2018 Grade Nine External Examination was similar to that of 2017.

Examination Malpractices
Mr Speaker, I wish to applaud my officers at all levels of the ministry and the Examination Council of Zambia (ECZ) for a well conducted and managed Grade Nine External Examination, where only one case of examination malpractice was reported.

THE GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (GCE) EXAMINATION 

Candidature

Sir, a total of 128,156 registered for the GCE Examination of whom 42,465 representing 33.14 per cent were male and 85,691 representing 66.86 per cent were female. The number of registered candidates increased from 123,096 in 2017 to 128,156 in 2018. Out of the 128,156 who registered, 119,721 sat for the examination of whom 38,704, which represents 32.33 per cent were male and 81,017 representing 67, 67 per cent were female.

Sir, national absenteeism rate was 6.58 per cent, showing a decrease by 1.10 percentage points from 7.68 in 2017. Again, candidates can register for a minimum of one subject and there is no maximum number of subjects they can register for.

Performance

Mr Speaker, a candidate is awarded a GCE Certificate once she/he passes at least one subject. Out of the 119,721 candidates that sat for the examination, 112,542, which represent 94 per cent passed the examination. Highest performance was observed in practical subject with a pass rate of 94.47 per cent while lowest performance was in English Language and literature with a pass rate of 81.84 per cent.

Examination Malpractice

Sir, a total of 552 cases of examination malpractices were reported. I wish to thank the vigilant invigilators and examiner for detecting the malpractices and I wish to state that the Ministry of General Education does not tolerate any form of cheating during the examination. The result of the affected candidates will be nullified after following the due process.

Mr Speaker, as I conclude,  the result show that we had more female candidates compared to  male candidates who sat for the examinations, a trend that has continued from the inception of the separate examinations at both levels. We also had more females passing the examinations than their male counterparts. Commendations also go to the Ministry of General Education and the ECZ staff for this innovation that ensure that no one is left behind in our education system.

Mr Speaker, I thank you.
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