
REPT'ILIC OF ZATIBTA

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT ON THE
LEAKAGE OF THE PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH
ON THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE FIFTH

SESSION OF THE 1lTH NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY

Office ol rhe Vice President



MIMSTERIAI, STATDMENT IN PARI,IAMEI{T BY HER IIONOUR iEE !'ICE
PRDSIDEIII, MRS INONGE WINA, MP ON TTIE LDAXACE OF TIIE
PRESIDENTIAL SPEECTI ON TIIE OFFICIA' OPENING OF THE F'I!"TTI
SESSIOIT OF TIIE 1 IC NATIONA' ASSEMALY

I would like to tndk you for granting me this opportunity ro issue a mjnisterial
statemcnt to this august House on the leatagc ot the Presidential Speech for the
omcial opening oftle fifth session ofthe t1d National Assembly. This follows a
point oforder iaised by Chadia Membcr ofParliamenl Honourable Allo Mbewe
on the floor of this House on 22od Septembcr,20l5

The question ol leakage of classified intormarion in Govehment institutions is
of grave concem ard a really saddening situation. You may wish to note that
Public Oalicers in Ministries, Provinces and oth€r Spending Agcncies shoulder
he8q r.sponsibility lor rhe wclfarc of the Feople of Zambia by helping ro
r trtain the security of the nstion, Thie is dode lry, .mong other thing6, the cafe
.ustody of all information md do.uments rclating to Govemmenr operations,
negotiations d.l decisions.

Public Officers are bound by the prcvisions of the S€curity Instructions
document, which set out the guidelines to bc obsened and the practical sreps
which must be taken by Public omcers to ensurc t]lat classined infomation i6
not disclosed to unauthorizd persons,

The State Secunry Act, which is i(bedded within the Seo.iry Instructions for
Government Ministries, is d important picce of Irgislation on issues ofNational
Securiq,. The Act statcs that it is the duty ol Permanent Sec.eteies dd Chief
E;ecutives to ensu.e that the contents of rhe State Securiry Act are brought to
tne attention oi 5ll public officerc under their charge.

There is actually a Declaration of Sec.e.y lofm in rhe Acr which requires all
Public Officeis on fi6t appointment and Oiiicers having access to highty
classifLed do.uments to sign the said d.claration.



The provisions of the Act make it a cled ofien e to ledl< infomarion by stating

'Any person who has in his possession or under his control any codei
password, sketch.., or other dooment.,.which relates ro or is used in a
protected place,..or which has been made or obtained in contravention ofLhis
Act...or entrusted in conlidence to him by any pe6on holding orLce under
covernment...or which he has had access owing to his position 6 a Pe.son
who has held office...or prry b a contract with gov€.nment, and who

a) Uses the sane io any manner or for dy Purpose prejudicial to the safety
or jnterests of tlle Republi.;

b) Communicates the 6me to any person other rhan a person to whom he j6

authorized to communicate it...;
c) Fails to take prope. care ol, or so corducts himselt as to endanger the

saiety of the smei or
d) Retains the sketch pld, model, note, document or a.ricle inhis possession

or und€r his cont.oL when he has no right or when it is conbary to his
dutt so to do..-;

shall be guilty of d ofience and liable o! convi.tion to ihprisonment lo. a
t€.m oa not less ths lifreen years but not exceeding twenty-nve years."

As you can see, State Security, State Secrecy should indeed nor be talen lightly
bot! by the Publjc Oflicers dd t1los who are ]n a habir of fishing ior highiy
clas6ilied information.

It is regrettable to nore that there are som€ officers who de not adhering to thcse
stdddd operating guideiiles regulating lhe flow of information. This non-
adherence to guidelines could explain the leakage of classilied information ro

unauthorised panies.

The leakage of the Presidential SPeech on the Official OPening of the nfth session
of the 1ld National Assembly is a very unfo.tunate occuffence. Consequendy,
Gorernment hss taken the matter very serious and I wish to inform this august
House that Covernment security and investigative wings instituted
investigations into the said leakage. The outcome of these investigations wjll be



relealed to the nation in due course. i will thereiore, not diwlge dv further
detaib on this matter, at tnis stage.

I wet to take tnis opportuni9 to remind sJ Public Oince6 of tbe need for them
to abide by the provisions of the Security Instnctlons document for the

Govemment Ministries as well and the Declaration of Secrcv that thev signed
whenjoining tne Public Senice-

To those who are the habit of shipPing classified info.mation to unauthorised
parties, your actions w11l not be taken ltghtly and 6erious rem€dial action will be

taLen against effing officer. I am also sedng nou@ to the recipients of such
inforution lhat they too are not aree from prosecution if found wmting in
accordmce with the provisions of tl1e State Security Act

More Importantly, I would iikc to le-instill the spirit ot Patriotrsm to our beloved

country by all the Zembi@ people. let us all be proud Zmbiuq safeguarding
tne idter€sts of the L€ad€rsbip and Ltre €ntire county at lsge

Zebia is our home and we arl hale a dury to makc our home a safe and
comfortable place to iive in. We must redember ttlere is no home witnout
variance in opinions, but this should not be the reason to publiclv idicule and
cmbess our leaders md indeed ourselves by being inconside.ab ro saJetv and

6ecurity rulcs. Every nation, every home, dd every Per6on should €njov their
conndentrality withii the confines of the Law.

Mr. Sp*!€r, I Thalk you.


