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wish io reporl to this Augusl Nouse lhol Zombio was among ihe 54
Africon Unlon (AU) Member Stotes thot porlicipoled in ihe 25h Ordinory
Sesslon of lhe Assembly ol Neods of Sloie ond Governmeni oi the Africon
Union, held in Johonnesburg, Soulh Afdco. The Summit wos held from l4'h
lo lsrh June, 2015 under ihe iheme 2015: yeor ot women Empowetment
ond Devetopment lowotdt Allco s Aqenda 2063-.

As per lrodilion, ihe Summll wos preceded by ihe 27'h Ordinory Session ot
lhe Execullve Councll oi the Aidcon Union, comprising of Minisiers oi
Foreign Aftoirs or AU Menber Stoles, and lhe 30rh Ordinory Session of lhe
Permoneni Represeniolives Commiiiee (PRC), composed oi Permonent
Reprerenloiives (Ambossadors) occrediied fo the Africon Union.

Furthermore, o Minisieriol Relreol wos co.vened from th loh .lune.
2015 whose objeciives wos io dscuss ond inpul inlo the Agendo 2063
l,r Ten Yeor lmpemenlaiion Plon; 1o discuss ond moke
recommendolions on imprcving lhe work ol the Africon llnionr ond to
siroiegise ond discuss key IniegrcUon issues such os lhe movement of

The zombion Delegoiion wos led by His Excelency lhe Presidenl. Mr.
Edgor Chogwo Lungu, who wos occomponied by m'self; Non.
Ngondu Luo, Minisier oi Gender ond Child Developmenl; Hon.
Chrisiopher Mvungo. Deputy Mlnisler of Finonce; Hon. Keiih Mukoto,
Depuiy Minisler of Jusiice; Hon. Freedom Sikozwe, Northem Provlnce
Minisier. Aho preseni werc H.E. Ms. Suson Sikoneio. Zambio\
Ambossodor to Elhiopio ond Permonenl Represefiolive lo ihe Africon
Union; H.E Muyebo Chikonde, zombio's High Commissioner to Soulh
Africo; ond Senior Governmenl Olficios.

His Excellency ihe Presidenl oho ollended ihe Summii or lhe
Committee ol l0 on lhe Unlled Notions Securiiy Counci Relorms; ond



ihe Summil of lhe New Porlnership tor Alrco\ Developmeni Agency
{NEPADI Orienlotion Commiilee, which were bolh hed on I3h June,
2Q15.

i is worih menlioning ihoi ot the Clo Summt. ihe Heods of Stoie
opplouded Zombio for successfully hosiing ihe Livingstone meettng,
ond adopled oll the decislons lhoi were po$ed there, wtth speciol
emphos s on moinloining ihe Ezu wini Consensus

In oddlllon lo oliending lhe ofore meniioned Summil, His Excetency
lhe Presldent held bilole.ol meelings on lhe mo.gins of Summii, with His

Exce lency Ge!.1\4!!t9lo!1qd!jq[qd Presldenl of the Federot Republic
of Niserioi His E\cellency UglglqllSfl! q9lgleSo prtme Minisier of rhe
Federo Democrolic Repubic of Eihlopio: Rl. tior,Potqtiiha Beilruel
Mosisi p i-e Miris'er or ll e Ingoo-1or Leso l o

His Exce ency lhe President olso hed lolks wlth the Execultve Dnector
ot ihe UN Fund for Populotion .Aciiviiies (UNFPA), ond the Execurive
Secrelory of UN women.

The biloterol meeiings were fruilful os they culminoted in, for instonce.
The signing or o Memorondum of Unde6ionding on lhe esiobtishment
ol lhe Joini Permonenl Commisslon of Corporoiion with the Federol
Democrotic Republic oi Ethiopio, os wel os the nrengthening oi
bibierol cooperaiion beiween zombio ond ihe fespeclive couniries.
Zomblo will olso see increosed coopercllon by woy of odditiono
developmeni progroms in the oreos of women ond youih

Ihe maior highlighl oi the Summit wos His Excetency the presideni s
porlicipoiion in o foclllloied ponel group discu$ion on ihe theme or
lhe Summit. President Lunsu wos one of lhe Heods of Stoie thoi
oddressecl the Summil where he highighied Zombio's scores in women
er.powermenl, omongsl olher issues. ln his siolement, His Excetency
the Presidenl oluded to ihe focl thoi zombio wos omong the few
SADC counlres wilh o lemole Vice-Presideni, which wos o ceor
demontfoiion of his GovernmenlS commllment to the invotvemeni ol
women in decision moking.



Other highlighls include lhe odoption ol lhe Fksi Ten-Yeor Plon on
Agendo 2063 ond ihe ounch of ihe Conllnenlo Free Trode Areo

li* gives me greol peosure io inform
Assembly, the Repubic of Zonrbjo wos
Gender Scorecad Aword, for recognising
spheres ond empowe ng ihenr.

ihis house ihoi, durlrg lhe
owarded wlih lhe Africon

women in vorious economic

In oddfion. His Excellency ihe Presdentwos nonred, by ihe UN Women.
os lhe pfomoter for ihe "t eFdshe" compoign. which odvocotes
gender equolily ond is torgeled oi ensudng ihoi men ore gendec
sensilve. The 'Heforshe ' campolgn is o soidariiy movemeni forgender
equolity thol brings togelher one holf of humonity in suppod of ihe
olher hof of humonity. Ihis is o mojor ochievement for Tombio ond it
hos pul zomblo on the world mop, os regords the promoiion of gender

om oso peosed to onnounce thol dudns ihe elections. Ms. Morio
Moponi-Kowimbe. o Zomblon owyer. wos omong sl( (6) oppoinled
condidoies lor membership or lhe Africon Commiliee of Experts on the
Rlghis ond We fore of the Chlld IACERWCI lor o llve (s)-yeor ierm.
Olher oppolnied condidotes were from C6le d'voi.e, Nigerio,
Ionzonlo, Ethiopi., ond Bolswono.

Dunng lhe Summit, the A$emby considered ond odopted Elght (E)

Declslons, Fou. Declorotion3 ond One Relolulion.

On ihe issue of the loonch ot Conlinentol Free Ircde Areo (CFIA)
negotiolion3. ihe Assembly adopled ihe objeciives ond principles of
negoiioiing ihe CFTA; the indicalive Roodmop lor lhe Negollolion ond
esiobishmenl of lhe CFTA; lhe Terms of Reference for ihe CFTA

Negolioling Forumj the insiilulonal arangemenis for ihe CFTA



negoliollon; ond the Droit Declorction on lhe Lounch ot negollotlon ror

fte enoblshmeni of ihe CFIA.

is oimed oi inlegroting Africo\
ond prnciples enuncioled in the
Econom c Communiiy.

Ihe Continentol Free Trade Area
morkeh in ine with ihe objecilves
AbLrjo Treoly esiob ishing the Alricon

Duing discussions on the Pece ond Secufly Slluotlon on lhe Confinenl,
lhe Assembly consldered o numbe. of conficl siluolons on ihe
conlineni including in Libyo, Mol, lhe Democroiic Republic or Congo,
lhe Cenirol Africon Republic, Somoio, Tunisio, Modogosco. Llbedo

The Assemby expressed sothloction with the efforls deployed oi
coniinenioland regionol level io oddress the scourge ol conflich ond
promole loning peoce ond securiiy. ll noled, wllh concern, lhoi
despile iis eflorls, Africo continued lo foce seious conflicis ond crises
with devonoiing hurnonitarjon ond sociol economic consequences. h
ths fegord, it urgently oppeoled for slronger oction in lhe oreo of
conflict prevention, monogemenl ond resoution, os wellos in the oreo
ol peoce buiding ond posi contllct reconnruciion.

During discussions on the 2015 aU Budget, the Assembly opproved o
ioto budgel oI US$416,86/,326 for lhe Africon Unlon for yeor 2016. On
this issue. lhe Assembly oso re commllted ihel lo linding oliernoiive
sources ot funding os il currenilyrelies heovily on donorfurding tor mot
of the orgonisollon's operolions. Cunenly, donors contribule oboul
75%ofthe budgei, whlle MemberSloies coniribuie 25%.

Wilh regord 10 Sheomlining of the Arrlcon Union Sommits ond the
Wo*lng i elhods ol the aLicon Union, lhe Assemby opproved the
recommendoiion lhoi decision moking, by the Execulive Council ond
ihe /.ssembly, be cleody dellneoted ond ihoi the Assembly. cleesaies
iis decision-moking powe6 ond mondoies, lhe Execulive Counci



excepl for key strotegic decisions. The Assembly commilled to moking
ihe Alrcon Union more effecllve in puBull oi social ond economic
sustoinoblllly for ihe Africon people through greoler coordlnollon of
regiono progrommeswilh lhe coniineniol ogendo.

Ihe Summll wos oflicially cosed by lhe His Excelency Roberi Gobiel
Musobe. os Chairpe6on of the Africon unlon. on I srh June, 201 5.

Ihis Augusl House moy wish io noie thot the A$embly decided io hold
ihe 26'h Ordinary Sesslon or lhe Assembly of Heods of Stoie and
Govemmenl of ihe Atricon Union in Addis Abobo, Elhiopio.ln Jonuary
mt6.

In closing, I wish io intorm ihls Augusi House thoi in order to fulfi her
mondote of odvancng Economic Diplomocy. zombio needs io open
os mony Diponaiic Mlssons abfood os possible, ln order io moximise
lhe benefiis oi her inlerociion wllh lhe iniernotionol communiiy ond lo
ultimotely ochieve lhe couniry's deveopmeni ogendo. However, ihis

Wl be done prudenlly io king inlo account ihe ovollo b e resources.

Mi Speoker, I lhonk yoo!


