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INTRODUCTION  
 
 
MR. SPEAKER, 
 

1. I AM DELIGHTED TO JOIN YOU AND THE HONOURABLE 

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT IN THIS AUGUST HOUSE TODAY.  

 

2. OUR CONSTITUTION UNDER ARTICLE 9(2) DEMANDS 

THAT, ONCE EACH YEAR, THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

ZAMBIA PRESENTS TO THIS AUGUST HOUSE A REPORT ON THE 

PROGRESS MADE IN THE APPLICATION OF OUR NATIONAL 

VALUES AND PRINCIPLES. BY EXTENSION, THIS 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION ENTAILS THAT THIS HOUSE AND 

THE WHOLE NATION TAKE TIME TO REFLECT ON OUR NATIONAL 

VALUES AND PRINCIPLES. 

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
3. THIS IS THE SECOND ADDRESS THAT I AM MAKING IN THIS 

AUGUST HOUSE ON THE APPLICATION OF NATIONAL VALUES 

AND PRINCIPLES.    THE FIRST ADDRESS, WHICH I DELIVERED 

ON 17TH MARCH, 2017, ESSENTIALLY INTRODUCED IN DETAIL 

OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES.   
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4. THE FOCUS OF THIS ADDRESS, THEREFORE, IS TO REPORT, 

THROUGH THIS AUGUST HOUSE, ON THE PROGRESS MADE SO 

FAR AND MEASURES TAKEN TO BUILD A STRONG FOUNDATION 

FOR THE APPLICATION OF OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND 

PRINCIPLES. 

MR. SPEAKER, 
 

5. BEFORE I PROCEED WITH MY ADDRESS, ALLOW ME TO 

TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WELCOME THE NEWLY 

NOMINATED MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT OF THE PATRIOTIC 

FRONT, HONOURABLE MUMBI PHIRI, TO THIS AUGUST HOUSE. 

LET ME ALSO CONGRATULATE MRS. CECILIA NSENDULUKA 

MBEWE ON HER APPOINTMENT AS CLERK OF THE NATIONAL 

ASSEMBLY.   

 

6. THESE APPOINTMENTS DEMONSTRATE GOVERNMENT’S 

CONTINUED COMMITMENT TO GENDER EQUALITY AT ALL 

LEVELS OF DECISION MAKING. I AM CONFIDENT THAT THE TWO 

WILL SERVE THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA DILIGENTLY IN THEIR 

RESPECTIVE CAPACITIES.  
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MR. SPEAKER, 

 
7. IT HAS BEEN A YEAR SINCE I CAME BEFORE THIS AUGUST 

HOUSE TO ARTICULATE THE NATIONAL VALUES AND 

PRINCIPLES, UPON WHICH OUR IDENTITY AND PRACTICES 

SHOULD BE ANCHORED. THESE NATIONAL VALUES AND 

PRINCIPLES ARE OUTLINED IN ARTICLE 8 OF THE 

CONSTITUTION AS FOLLOWS: 

 

(A) MORALITY AND ETHICS; 

(B) PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL UNITY; 

(C) DEMOCRACY AND CONSTITUTIONALISM; 

(D) HUMAN DIGNITY, EQUITY, SOCIAL JUSTICE, EQUALITY 

AND NON-DISCRIMINATION; 

(E) GOOD GOVERNANCE AND INTEGRITY; AND 

(F) SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. 

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
8. THE APPLICATION OF THE NATIONAL VALUES AND 

PRINCIPLES IS FIRMLY ANCHORED IN OUR CONVICTION, BELIEF 

AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE SUPREMACY OF GOD IN THE 

AFFAIRS OF OUR NATION. AS CONTAINED IN THE PREAMBLE TO 
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OUR CONSTITUTION, THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA HAVE DECLARED 

OUR REPUBLIC AS A CHRISTIAN NATION, WHILE UPHOLDING A 

PERSON’S RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE, BELIEF OR 

RELIGION. THE OPERATIONALISATION OF THIS DECLARATION 

IS REFLECTED IN THE MANNER IN WHICH WE INTERPRET AND 

APPLY OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES. 

 

 
9. IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE APPLICATION OF 

THE NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES IS NOT A MATTER FOR 

GOVERNMENT ALONE.   IT IS A RESPONSIBILITY OF EVERY 

CITIZEN, FAMILY, COMMUNITY, INSTITUTION, WHETHER 

PRIVATE OR PUBLIC, AND THE ZAMBIAN SOCIETY AT LARGE.    

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
10. I WILL NOW PROCEED TO OUTLINE THE MEASURES 

GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN AND REPORT THE PROGRESS MADE 

IN APPLYING EACH OF THESE VALUES AND PRINCIPLES. 

MORALITY AND ETHICS  
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MR. SPEAKER,  
 

11. INCULCATING MORALLY UPRIGHT AND ETHICAL 

BEHAVIOUR IN OUR CITIZENS AND GETTING THEM TO LIVE A 

POSITIVE VALUE-CENTRED LIFE REMAINS A PRIORITY OF 

GOVERNMENT.  

 

12. CONSEQUENTLY, GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO 

ENSURING THAT OUR COUNTRY AND ITS PEOPLE ARE MORALLY 

AND ETHICALLY UPRIGHT AS A REQUIREMENT FOR NATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT. HOWEVER, WE HAVE OBSERVED, WITH GREAT 

CONCERN THAT OUR MORALS HAVE DETERIORATED OVER TIME. 

THIS IS EVIDENCED BY THE HIGH PREVALENCE OF TEEN 

PREGNANCIES AND EARLY MARRIAGES. WE HAVE ALSO 

WITNESSED THE GROWING TREND IN THE MISAPPLICATION OF 

PUBLIC FUNDS, AND ABUSE OF SOCIAL MEDIA. OF EQUAL 

CONCERN IS ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE AS WELL AS 

POOR WORK CULTURE, AMONG OTHERS. 

  

13. WE NEED TO ACT. WE NEED TO ACT NOW. WE NEED 

TO ACT TOGETHER. IF WE DO NOT ACT TO REDRESS THIS 

TREND, WE RISK LOSING OUR MORAL VALUES AND ETHICS 

COMPLETELY.  
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MR. SPEAKER,  

 
14. I AM PLEASED TO INFORM THIS AUGUST HOUSE THAT 

WE HAVE STARTED LAYING THE GROUND FOR PROMOTING 

GOOD MORALS AND ETHICS AMONG OUR CITIZENS. IN THE 

PUBLIC SECTOR, GOVERNMENT HAS DEVELOPED CODES OF 

ETHICS TO REGULATE THE CONDUCT AND BEHAVIOUR OF 

PUBLIC SERVICE OFFICERS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE CODE OF 

ETHICS FOR TEACHERS IS NOW IN PLACE AND IS REGULATING 

THE CONDUCT AND BEHAVIOUR OF THOSE IN THE TEACHING 

PROFESSION. MORALLY UPRIGHT TEACHERS WHO ARE ROLE 

MODELS TO THE LEARNERS WILL, NO DOUBT, PRODUCE 

DISCIPLINED PUPILS, WITH HIGH MORAL STANDARDS AND 

ETHICAL VALUES.  

 

15. IN ADDITION, GOVERNMENT HAS DEVELOPED THE 

PUBLIC OFFICERS ETHICS BILL AND STATE OFFICERS BILL. 

THESE BILLS, ONCE ENACTED, WILL STRENGTHEN THE LEGAL 

FRAMEWORK FOR GUIDING THE SCOPE, IMPLEMENTATION AND 

ENFORCEMENT OF MORALS AND ETHICS AMONG PUBLIC AND 

STATE OFFICERS. THIS WILL ALSO ENSURE THAT PUBLIC AND 
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STATE OFFICERS ARE HELD ACCOUNTABLE AND ARE ABOVE 

BOARD IN THE CONDUCT OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE STATE. 

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
16. TO FURTHER ENHANCE GOOD MORALS AND ETHICS, 

GOVERNMENT HAS DEVELOPED A SINGLE VISION FOR THE 

PUBLIC SERVICE WHICH IS “A SMART AND VALUE-CENTRED 

PUBLIC SERVICE”. THE VISION WILL SERVE TO MOTIVATE AND 

GALVANISE PUBLIC SERVICE OFFICERS IN THEIR OBSERVANCE 

OF OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES IN SERVICE 

DELIVERY.  

 

17. I ALSO WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND TAKE 

COGNIZANCE OF ALL OTHER STAKEHOLDERS OUTSIDE 

GOVERNMENT THAT HAVE DEVELOPED CODES OF CONDUCT IN 

THEIR RESPECTIVE INSTITUTIONS TO PROMOTE ETHICAL 

BEHAVIOUR. 

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
18. ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE IS AN AREA OF 

GREAT CONCERN AFFECTING THE MORAL STANDARDS OF OUR 
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PEOPLE. WE ARE AWARE THAT WHEN THE YOUTH ARE NOT 

INVOLVED IN ANY PRODUCTIVE ACTIVITY, THEY TEND TO 

RESORT TO ALCOHOL ABUSE AND OTHER VICES. GOVERNMENT 

IS, THEREFORE, MAKING PROGRESS IN STRENGTHENING THE 

ENFORCEMENT OF THE RELEVANT LAWS AND REGULATIONS TO 

CURB THIS VICE. 

 

19. IN ORDER TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF INACTIVITY 

AMONG THE YOUTHS, GOVERNMENT HAS INTENSIFIED THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF YOUTH EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMMES 

AIMED AT EQUIPPING THE YOUTH WITH SKILLS, EQUIPMENT 

AND START-UP CAPITAL FOR INCOME GENERATING ACTIVITIES. 

 

20. NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS UNDER THIS PROGRAMME 

IN 2017, INCLUDED SUPPORTING 2,667 YOUTH STREET 

VENDORS WITH LOANS, EMPOWERING 1,000 YOUTHS WITH 

MOTORISED CARGO TRICYCLES, AND PROVISION OF 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF BUSINESS CENTRES 

TO 600 YOUTHS, ACROSS THE COUNTRY.  
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MR. SPEAKER,   

 
21. ISSUES OF MORALITY ARE ALSO BEING ADDRESSED IN 

THE SPORTING FRATERNITY. I AM GLAD TO INFORM THIS 

AUGUST HOUSE THAT GOVERNMENT IS IMPLEMENTING THE 

ANTI-DOPING PROGRAMME. THE PROGRAMME IS AIMED AT 

SENSITISING ATHLETES, SPORTS ADMINISTRATORS, COACHES, 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHERS AND THE YOUTH AGAINST 

TAKING PERFORMANCE ENHANCING SUBSTANCES AND ON THE 

DANGERS OF DOPING IN SPORT.  

 

22. THROUGH THIS PROGRAMME, TRAINING IN ANTI-

DOPING HAS BEEN CONDUCTED IN FIVE PROVINCES, WHERE 

5,400 INDIVIDUALS WERE TRAINED. 

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
23. TO END CHILD MARRIAGE IN ZAMBIA, GOVERNMENT 

IS IMPLEMENTING A FIVE-YEAR NATIONAL STRATEGY ON 

ENDING CHILD MARRIAGE TARGETING TO ACHIEVE A 40 

PERCENT REDUCTION BY 2021.  THE STRATEGY TAKES INTO 

CONSIDERATION THE CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF 
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HARMFUL TRADITIONAL PRACTICES THAT ENCOURAGE EARLY 

MARRIAGES.  

 

24. TO EXPEDITE THE ROLL-OUT AND ACCEPTANCE OF 

THIS INTERVENTION, GOVERNMENT IS WORKING WITH 

TRADITIONAL LEADERS WHO ARE THE CUSTODIANS OF 

CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS.  

THIS IS WITH A VIEW TO MAKING OUR TRADITIONAL LEADERS 

KEY AGENTS OF CHANGE IN THEIR RESPECTIVE CHIEFDOMS. TO 

THIS EFFECT, 80 CHIEFS AND 84 HEADMEN WERE ORIENTED 

ON THE HARMFUL EFFECTS OF EARLY MARRIAGES AND 

TEENAGE PREGNANCIES IN 2017.  

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
25. GOING FORWARD, IT IS THE DUTY OF EVERYONE TO 

PLAY THEIR PART IN IMPARTING HIGH MORAL STANDARDS AND 

CONDUCTING OURSELVES IN AN ETHICAL MANNER, BOTH IN 

OUR PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LIFE.  
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PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL UNITY  

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
26. PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL UNITY ARE A 

CORNERSTONE FOR SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THEY 

ARE THE GREATEST HERITAGE OUR FOUNDING FATHERS AND 

MOTHERS BEQUEATHED TO US. THROUGHOUT THE STRUGGLE 

FOR INDEPENDENCE, THESE PATRIOTS DEMONSTRATED 

ABIDING LOVE AND COMMITMENT TOWARDS EACH OTHER AND 

THE NATION. THIS IS THE SPIRIT WITH WHICH THEY STARTED 

THE TASK OF NATION-BUILDING.  

27. IT IS GRATIFYING TO NOTE THAT THE SAME SPIRIT 

OF PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL UNITY IS BEING 

DEMONSTRATED BY MANY OF OUR CITIZENS. RECENTLY, 

CITIZENS CAME FROM A CROSS SECTION OF SOCIETY, 

IRRESPECTIVE OF STATUS, TO HELP COMBAT CHOLERA.  THIS 

POSITIVE GESTURE HELPED GOVERNMENT TO STEM-OFF THE 

SPREAD OF THE DISEASE.  

 

28. I, THEREFORE, COMMEND ALL THOSE WHO TOOK 

TIME TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CLEANING UP OF OUR CITIES 

AND TOWNS, OR MADE FINANCIAL AND MATERIAL DONATIONS 
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AT INDIVIDUAL OR CORPORATE LEVEL TOWARDS THIS CAUSE. 

LET US CONTINUE WITH THIS SPIRIT.   

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
29. TO PROMOTE PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL UNITY, 

GOVERNMENT IS UNDERTAKING SENSITISATION PROGRAMMES. 

AMONG THESE ARE PROGRAMMES AIMED AT ENSURING THAT 

OUR CITIZENS APPRECIATE AND RESPECT OUR NATIONAL 

SYMBOLS AND EMBLEMS, WHICH ARE THE NATIONAL FLAG, 

NATIONAL ANTHEM, THE COAT OF ARMS, PUBLIC SEAL, AND 

THE NATIONAL MOTTO. 

 

30. FOR INSTANCE, IT IS MANDATORY TO SING THE 

NATIONAL ANTHEM IN FULL AT ALL OFFICIAL GATHERINGS AND 

IN LEARNING INSTITUTIONS. THEREFORE, WE ALL NEED TO 

LEARN THE WORDS OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM AND 

APPRECIATE ITS MEANING AS THIS IS A PRIMARY SYMBOL OF 

OUR PATRIOTISM.    

 

31. TO PROMOTE ZAMBIA’S IDENTITY I URGE ALL 

INSTITUTIONS TO DISPLAY INDIGINOUS ARTIFACTS BOTH 

AT HOME AND ABROAD. I THEREFORE DIRECT THE 
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MINSTRIES OF TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS, TOURISM AND 

FOREIGN AFAIRS TO TAKE THIS ROLE. 

 

32. FURTHER, GOVERNMENT, THROUGH THE ZAMBIA 

NATIONAL BROADCASTING CORPORATION, HAS INTRODUCED A 

TELEVISION PROGRAMME ON NATIONAL VALUES AND 

PRINCIPLES TO ENSURE THAT CITIZENS BEGIN TO 

UNDERSTAND, APPRECIATE AND APPLY PATRIOTISM AND THE 

REST OF OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES. I URGE ALL 

CITIZENS TO TAKE TIME TO WATCH THESE EDUCATIVE 

PROGRAMMES ON OUR NATIONAL BROADCASTER.   

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
33. ANOTHER WAY OF DEMONSTRATING PATRIOTISM IS 

THROUGH BUYING ZAMBIAN PRODUCTS. THIS ENCOURAGES 

THE GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL INDUSTRIES AND, THEREBY, 

CREATING THE MUCH NEEDED JOBS FOR OUR PEOPLE AND 

ULTIMATELY FOSTERING SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. TO 

ACHIEVE THIS GOAL, OUR LOCAL INDUSTRIES NEED TO 

IMPROVE ON THE QUALITY AND BRANDING OF PRODUCTS TO 

MEET INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS. LET US STRENGTHEN THE 

CAMPAIGN ON BUYING ZAMBIAN PRODUCTS. LET US AIM TO 
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BUY ZAMBIAN PRODUCTS. LET US BE PROUD TO BUY ZAMBIAN 

PRODUCTS.   

 

34. IN ADDITION, PATRIOTISM DEMANDS THAT WE PAY 

PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO HOW WE USE OUR NATURAL 

RESOURCES FOR BOTH CURRENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

THESE RESOURCES INCLUDE LAND, MINERALS, WATER BODIES 

AND WILDLIFE. WE HAVE A DUTY TO PROTECT AND HARNESS 

THESE RESOURCES IN A SUSTAINABLE MANNER.  

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
35. WE AS POLITICAL LEADERS MUST TAKE A LEAD IN 

FOSTERING PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL UNITY. IN FACT, WE 

MUST PLAY A PIVOTAL ROLE.   WE MUST CONTINUE WORKING 

TOGETHER TO BUILD OUR NATION BY CHAMPIONING POLITICS 

THAT UNITE US ALL AND LEAVE A WORTHWHILE LEGACY FOR 

FUTURE GENERATIONS TO FOLLOW.  

 

36. I RECALL WITH A SENSE OF INSPIRATION THAT IN 

NOVEMBER, 2006, DR. KENNETH DAVID KAUNDA, THE 

FOUNDING FATHER OF THIS NATION, WAS INVITED TO THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO TAKE PART IN A PROGRAMME 

CALLED “CONVERSATIONS WITH HISTORY” AT THE 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL 

STUDIES IN BERKELEY.  

 

37. DURING THIS CONVERSATION, DR. KAUNDA SHARED 

HIS REFLECTIONS ON POLITICS, AND I QUOTE: 

 

 “IF WE APPROACH POLITICS AS A DIRTY GAME, WE 

ARE VERY MUCH ON THE WRONG COURSE, BECAUSE 

POLITICS IS SUPPOSED TO BE AN INSTRUMENT OF 

JUSTICE, FAIR PLAY AND GOOD BEHAVIOR TOWARDS 

FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS… WE MUST UNDERSTAND 

THAT OUR WORLD IS ONE – DIFFERENT TRIBES, 

DIFFERENT FAITHS, BUT ALL GOD’S CHILDREN. WHO 

ARE WE TO SAY HE MADE YOU WHITE AND, 

THEREFORE, HE WAS WRONG; HE MADE YOU BLACK, 

THEREFORE, HE WAS WRONG; HE MADE YOU RED, 

BROWN, HE WAS WRONG… THERE MUST BE A 

DETERMINATION TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT AND IT 

STARTS WITH GENUINELY LOVING PEOPLE.” END OF 

QUOTE. 

 

38. AS WE REFLECT ON THE IMPORTANCE OF NATIONAL 

UNITY, DR. KAUNDA’S WORDS ARE AS TRUE TODAY AS THEY 
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WERE THEN. THEY WILL CONTINUE TO BE RELEVANT AS WE GO 

FORWARD ON OUR JOURNEY TO BUILD A TRULY UNITED 

COUNTRY UNDER THE BANNER OF ONE ZAMBIA ONE NATION.  

 

39. WE ARE ONE PEOPLE. LET US ALL BUILD UPON OUR 

MOTTO OF ‘‘ONE ZAMBIA ONE NATION’’ TO FOSTER NATIONAL 

UNITY. THE FACT THAT ONE WAS BORN IN THE EAST DOES NOT 

MAKE THEM LESS ZAMBIAN THAN THOSE BORN IN THE WEST; 

NEITHER ARE THOSE BORN IN THE NORTH NOR IN THE SOUTH 

ANY LESS ZAMBIAN. WE ARE ALL EQUAL CITIZENS OF THIS 

COUNTRY.   

   

DEMOCRACY AND CONSTITUTIONALISM  

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
40. ZAMBIA’S MULTI-PARTY DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM OF 

GOVERNMENT IS ENSHRINED IN OUR CONSTITUTION, WHICH 

STIPULATES A RANGE OF POLITICAL MECHANISMS, INCLUDING 

REGULAR ELECTIONS AND COMPETITION AMONG POLITICAL 

PARTIES AND CANDIDATES.  
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MR. SPEAKER,  

 
41. TO ENHANCE OUR COUNTRY’S DEMOCRATIC 

PRINCIPLES, GOVERNMENT DEVELOPED A POLITICAL PARTIES 

BILL IN 2017 IN RESPONSE TO ARTICLE 60 OF THE 

CONSTITUTION. THIS BILL, ONCE ENACTED, WILL PROVIDE FOR 

THE REGISTRATION AND REGULATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES 

AND REQUIRE THEM TO UPHOLD THE TENETS OF DEMOCRACY. 

THE BILL IS CURRENTLY UNDERGOING STAKEHOLDER 

CONSULTATION AFTER WHICH IT WILL BE BROUGHT BEFORE 

THIS HOUSE FOR ENACTMENT.  

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
42. DIALOGUE AMONG POLITICAL PLAYERS IS ONE OF THE 

KEY ELEMENTS IN PROMOTING DEMOCRACY. DIALOGUE 

FOSTERS CO-EXISTENCE, PROMOTES ACCOMMODATION OF 

DIVERGENT VIEWS AND HELPS TO RESOLVE DIFFERENCES 

THROUGH NON-VIOLENT MEANS. IT IS THE CONVICTION OF 

GOVERNMENT THAT THERE CANNOT BE UNITY WITHOUT 

DIALOGUE. IN THIS REGARD, GOVERNMENT REMAINS 

COMMITTED TO DIALOGUE TO ENHANCE INTRA- AND INTER-

PARTY DEMOCRACY IN OUR COUNTRY.   
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HUMAN DIGNITY, EQUITY, SOCIAL JUSTICE, EQUALITY 
AND  
NON-DISCRIMINATION   
 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
43. THE UPHOLDING OF HUMAN DIGNITY REMAINS AN 

ETHICAL, LEGAL, SOCIAL AND POLITICAL OBLIGATION OF THIS 

GOVERNMENT. EVERY CITIZEN OF OUR COUNTRY DESERVES TO 

BE RESPECTED AND TREATED FAIRLY, REGARDLESS OF RACE, 

GENDER, ETHNIC BACKGROUND, RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OR SOCIAL 

STATUS.  

 

MR SPEAKER, 

 
44. ACCESS TO SHELTER IS ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL 

HALLMARKS OF HUMAN DIGNITY.  GOVERNMENT IS, 

THEREFORE, WORKING TOWARDS PROVIDING DECENT 

HOUSING, ESPECIALLY FOR THE POOR IN SOCIETY. UPGRADING 

OF SHANTY COMPOUNDS THROUGH PROVISION OF ACCESS 

ROADS, ELECTRICITY, WATER AND OTHER SOCIAL AMENITIES 

IS PROGRESSING WELL. THIS FACELIFT CAN BE SEEN IN 

GARDEN, KALINGALINGA, KANYAMA AND GEORGE COMPOUNDS, 

AMONG OTHERS, IN LUSAKA. THE PROGRAMME IS BEING 
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ROLLED OUT TO OTHER TOWNS AND DISTRICTS AROUND THE 

COUNTRY.  

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
45. IN FURTHERANCE OF HUMAN DIGNITY, GOVERNMENT 

STANDS FIRM AND UNWAVERING IN ITS QUEST TO END 

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE. GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN STEPS TO 

RAISE AWARENESS AMONGST OUR PEOPLE ABOUT THE VICE 

AND ADVERSE EFFECTS OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE. IN 2017 

THE REPORTED CASES OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE STOOD AT 

21,504 AGAINST 18,540 CASES RECORDED IN 2016.  

 

46. FROM THESE FIGURES, WE CAN DRAW COMFORT 

THAT MORE PEOPLE ARE COMING OUT TO REPORT CASES THAT 

WENT UNREPORTED IN THE PAST. THE MORE WE REPORT 

THESE CASES, THE MORE WE HOPE AWARENESS WILL ACT AS A 

DETERRENT TO GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.  

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
47. GOVERNMENT HAS, THEREFORE, BEEN IMPLEMENTING 

A MULTI-SECTORAL PROGRAMME ON GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE, 
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IN COLLABORATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS.  THIS 

PROGRAMME INVOLVES ENHANCING ACCESS TO HEALTH, LEGAL 

AND SOCIAL PROTECTION SERVICES FOR VICTIMS OF GENDER-

BASED VIOLENCE.  

 

48. GOVERNMENT IS ALSO AWARE OF THE DIFFICULT 

SITUATIONS CHILDREN IN HOMES AFFECTED BY GENDER-BASED 

VIOLENCE ARE FACING. WHERE NECESSARY, THESE CHILDREN 

ARE BEING ASSISTED THROUGH VARIOUS CHILD PROTECTION 

PROGRAMMES. 

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
49.  OUR PEOPLE IN VARIOUS CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES 

ALSO DESERVE TO BE TREATED WITH DIGNITY. IN THIS 

REGARD, GOVERNMENT IS REVIEWING THE POLICY AND THE 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON CORRECTIONAL SERVICES WITH A 

RENEWED FOCUS ON CORRECTION AND REHABILITATION. THE 

FORMER PRISONS SERVICE HAS SINCE REBRANDED AND IS NOW 

THE ZAMBIA CORRECTIONAL SERVICES.  

 

50. IN ADDITION, TRAINING COURSES ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

AND THE PUBLIC ORDER ACT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT 
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PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN INCORPORATED IN THE ZAMBIA POLICE 

SERVICE TRAINING CURRICULUM FOR BOTH PRE-SERVICE AND 

IN-SERVICE TRAINING PROGRAMMES. THIS INITIATIVE WILL 

HELP TO PROMOTE THE UPHOLDING OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 

 

51. FURTHER, THE ZAMBIA POLICE SERVICE HAS RE-

DEFINED ITS POLICING AND INVESTIGATIVE STRATEGIES TO 

ENSURE RESPECT FOR HUMAN DIGNITY. THE SERVICE IS NOW 

EMPLOYING SCIENTIFIC METHODS OF GATHERING EVIDENCE 

SUCH AS THE USE OF DNA AS OPPOSED TO THE OLD METHODS 

OF FORCED CONFESSIONS AND WITNESS TESTIMONIES THAT 

DID NOT HAVE REGARD FOR HUMAN DIGNITY. THESE 

SCIENTIFIC METHODS WILL GO A LONG WAY IN ENSURING THE 

OBSERVANCE AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS.  

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
52. IN PURSUIT OF THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUALITY, 

GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO REDUCING DEVELOPMENT 

INEQUALITIES BY IMPLEMENTING PROGRAMMES IN A MANNER 

THAT RECOGNISES THE NEEDS OF ALL CITIZENS. THESE 

EFFORTS ARE ALSO, BY EXTENSION, CONTRIBUTING TO NON-
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DISCRIMINATION AND THE PROMOTION OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 

FOR OUR PEOPLE.  

 
53. EQUAL TREATMENT OF ZAMBIANS IS FUNDAMENTAL. 

WE ARE ONE PEOPLE AND SHOULD ENJOY EQUAL ACCESS TO 

THE RESOURCES OF THIS COUNTRY REGARDLESS OF 

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION, CREED, TRIBE, AGE OR GENDER.  

 

54. IN THIS REGARD, GOVERNMENT IS TAKING 

DEVELOPMENT TO ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY AS EVIDENCED 

BY THE INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS BEING 

UNDERTAKEN IN ALL THE TEN PROVINCES OF OUR COUNTRY. 

THESE INCLUDE THE CONSTRUCTION OF: 

 

(A) ROADS IN THE RURAL AREAS TO PROVIDE A SUPPORT 

BASE FOR INCREASED ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES IN 

RURAL AREAS WHERE POVERTY IS MORE PREVALENT;  

(B) EDUCATION FACILITIES TO CATER FOR PRIMARY, 

SECONDARY AND TERTIARY LEVELS;  

(C) HEALTH CENTRES AND SPECIALISED HOSPITALS;  

(D) COMMUNICATION TOWERS; AND  

(E) AVIATION INFRASTRUCTURE. 

 



23 
 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
55. TO PROMOTE EQUITY, GOVERNMENT IS 

UNDERTAKING PROGRAMMES THAT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE 

PECULIAR NEEDS AND CAPACITIES OF OUR PEOPLE AND 

REGIONS IN ORDER TO ACCELERATE THE REALISATION OF 

DEVELOPMENT. WE HAVE CONTINUED TO MAINSTREAM 

ENVIRONMENTAL ENDOWMENTS, YOUTH, DISABILITY AND 

GENDER IN OUR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMMES. 

 

56. TO ADDRESS THE GENDER IMBALANCES BETWEEN 

BOYS AND GIRLS WITH REGARD TO ACCESS TO SECONDARY 

SCHOOL EDUCATION, BURSARIES ARE BEING PROVIDED TO 

GIRLS UNDER THE GIRL'S EDUCATION AND WOMEN'S 

EMPOWERMENT AND LIVELIHOODS PROJECT.  SO FAR, 8,669 

GIRLS WHO DROPPED OUT OF SCHOOL FOR VARIOUS REASONS 

SUCH AS LACK OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT, GENDER-BASED 

VIOLENCE AND TEENAGE PREGNANCY, ARE BEING SUPPORTED 

WITH SCHOOL FEES IN 16 DISTRICTS.  

 

57. GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO BEEN IMPLEMENTING THE 

HOME-GROWN SCHOOL FEEDING PROGRAMME. THE 
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PROGRAMME PROVIDES MEALS TO THE LEARNERS FROM POOR 

AND VULNERABLE HOUSEHOLDS IN AN EFFORT TO ENCOURAGE 

ENROLMENT, ATTENDANCE AND CONCENTRATION IN CLASS. IN 

2017, 1,052,760 LEARNERS WERE SUPPORTED BY THE 

PROGRAMME IN 2,700 COMMUNITY AND GOVERNMENT 

SCHOOLS IN 38 DISTRICTS.  

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
58. TO FURTHER PROMOTE EQUITY, GOVERNMENT IS 

IMPLEMENTING THE 20 PERCENT SUB-CONTRACTING POLICY 

FOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS. SO FAR, AN ESTIMATED 300 

LOCAL CONTRACTORS HAVE BENEFITED FROM THIS POLICY 

DECISION. THE ONUS IS ON OUR LOCAL CONTRACTORS TO DO 

THEIR BEST AND PROVE THAT THEY CAN EQUALLY PERFORM 

WHEN GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY. 

 

MR. SPEAKER, 
 

59. THE PRINCIPLE OF SOCIAL JUSTICE ENTAILS 

THAT OUR PEOPLE HAVE EQUAL ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITIES 

AND PUBLIC RESOURCES. THEREFORE, TO PROMOTE SOCIAL 

JUSTICE, GOVERNMENT HAS CONTINUED TO SUPPORT 

IMPROVEMENT AND ACCESS TO SAFE AND CLEAN DRINKING 
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WATER IN RURAL AREAS. IN THIS REGARD, GOVERNMENT HAS 

CONSTRUCTED 1,836 AND REHABILITATED 420 BOREHOLES 

COUNTRYWIDE. 

  

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
60. GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO CONTINUED WITH THE 

PROGRAMME OF CONNECTING DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE 

COUNTRY TO THE NATIONAL ELECTRICITY GRID. I AM GLAD TO 

REPORT THE SUCCESSFUL CONNECTION OF NORTH-WESTERN 

PROVINCE AND LUKULU DISTRICT IN WESTERN PROVINCE TO 

THE NATIONAL GRID.  

 

61. THIS IS A MAJOR MILESTONE IN OUR COUNTRY’S 

HISTORY, PARTICULARLY FOR THE PEOPLE OF MWINILUNGA, 

MUFUMBWE, KABOMPO, MANYINGA, ZAMBEZI, CHAVUMA AND 

LUKULU WHO WERE NOT CONNECTED TO THE NATIONAL GRID 

SINCE INDEPENDENCE IN 1964. WITH THIS CONNECTIVITY TO 

THE NATIONAL GRID, OUR PEOPLE ARE ABLE TO ENGAGE IN 

MORE PRODUCTIVE ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE THEIR 

LIVELIHOODS.  THE DEVELOPMENT HAS ENABLED MORE PEOPLE 

TO HAVE ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY AND IS IN LINE WITH THE 

PRINCIPLE OF SOCIAL JUSTICE. 
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MR. SPEAKER, 

 
62. WE ARE MAKING STRIDES TO ENSURE THAT THERE IS 

NO DISCRIMINATION IN THE CONDUCT OF OUR AFFAIRS 

AND SERVICE DELIVERY. WE ARE BUILDING A ZAMBIA WHERE 

EVERYONE HAS EQUAL ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITIES AND 

SERVICES. WE ARE NOT LEAVING ANYONE BEHIND. 

GOVERNMENT IS, THEREFORE, IMPLEMENTING MULTI-FACETED 

PROGRAMMES TO DEVELOP AND EMPOWER OUR YOUTHS, 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, WOMEN, CHILDREN, ORPHANS 

AND THE AGED.  

 

63. CURRENTLY, 22 YOUTH RESOURCE CENTRES ARE 

OPERATIONAL ACROSS THE COUNTRY WHERE 50 PERCENT 

GENDER EQUALITY HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN THE ENROLMENT. 

THE CENTRES ARE ALSO GENDER AND DISABILITY FRIENDLY. AT 

THESE CENTRES, YOUTHS ARE EMPOWERED WITH VOCATIONAL 

AND LIFE SKILLS. FURTHER, FROM THE 11 COMMUNITY SKILLS 

TRAINING CENTRES LOCATED IN 8 PROVINCES, 184 YOUTHS 

WERE TRAINED IN COMPETENCE BASED SKILLS IN 2017.  
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GOOD GOVERNANCE AND INTEGRITY  
 
MR. SPEAKER, 

 
64. GOVERNMENT REMAINS COMMITTED TO UPHOLDING 

THE PRINCIPLE OF GOOD GOVERNANCE AND INTEGRITY IN LINE 

WITH THE CONSTITUTION. IT IS THROUGH ACTIVE ADHERENCE 

TO THE PRINCIPLE OF GOOD GOVERNANCE AND INTEGRITY 

THAT GOVERNMENT WILL BRING ABOUT REAL, LASTING AND 

POSITIVE CHANGE IN THE LIVES OF OUR PEOPLE.  

 

65. ONE OF THE MAJOR CHALLENGES TO GOOD 

GOVERNANCE AND INTEGRITY IS THE ISSUE OF CORRUPTION. 

CORRUPTION IS A CANCER WHICH REQUIRES CONCERTED AND 

CONTINUOUS EFFORT TO ELIMINATE. WE ALL HAVE A MORAL 

DUTY AND OBLIGATION TO FIGHT CORRUPTION IN ORDER TO 

ACHIEVE ACCELERATED AND ALL-INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT.  

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
66. GOVERNMENT HAS CONTINUED TO BUILD NECESSARY 

CAPACITIES IN OUR GOVERNANCE INSTITUTIONS AND OTHER 

STAKEHOLDERS FOR IMPROVED OUTCOMES IN THE FIGHT 
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AGAINST CORRUPTION. FOR INSTANCE, THE ESTABLISHMENT 

OF INTEGRITY COMMITTEES IN MINISTRIES, PROVINCES AND 

OTHER SPENDING AGENCIES IN LINE WITH PROVISIONS OF THE 

NEW ANTI-CORRUPTION ACT IS ONGOING. SO FAR, A TOTAL OF 

61 COMMITTEES HAVE BEEN CREATED AND ARE OPERATIONAL. 

WORK IS IN PROGRESS TO IMPROVE THE FUNCTIONING OF THE 

COMMITTEES.  

 

67. EQUALLY UNDER IMPLEMENTATION IS THE 

SENSITISATION OF VARIOUS STAKEHOLDERS IN PUBLIC AND 

PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS AS WELL AS THE COMMUNITY AIMED 

AT PROMOTING INTEGRITY AND ETHICAL CONDUCT.  

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
68. PRUDENT MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC RESOURCES IS AT 

THE CORE OF GOOD GOVERNANCE. IT GUARANTEES 

SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND 

PROGRAMMES AS WELL AS THE REALISATION OF THE MUCH 

NEEDED DEVELOPMENT. IN THIS REGARD, THE PUBLIC 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT BILL HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO THIS 

AUGUST HOUSE FOR CONSIDERATION.  
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69. ONCE ENACTED, THE LEGISLATION WILL, AMONG 

OTHER THINGS, STRENGTHEN THE FINANCIAL REGULATORY 

FRAMEWORK AND STIFFEN PENALTIES FOR PERPETRATORS OF 

FINANCIAL MISMANAGEMENT. I CALL UPON ALL MEMBERS OF 

THIS AUGUST HOUSE TO SUPPORT THE PASSING OF THIS 

IMPORTANT AND PROGRESSIVE BILL. 

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

 
70. ELECTRONIC GOVERNMENT, COMMONLY KNOWN AS e-

GOVERNMENT, FOSTERS AND ENHANCES GOOD GOVERNANCE. 

NOT ONLY DOES IT IMPROVE DECISION MAKING, BUT ALSO 

FACILITATES SERVICE DELIVERY AND COMMUNICATION 

BETWEEN AND AMONG VARIOUS STAKEHOLDERS. IT EQUALLY 

EMPOWERS CITIZENS WITH INFORMATION NECESSARY TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE NATION AND TO HOLD 

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABLE.  

 

71. IN THIS REGARD, GOVERNMENT HAS MADE 

COMMENDABLE PROGRESS IN EMBRACING INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES IN THE DELIVERY OF PUBLIC 

GOODS AND SERVICES. INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 

TECHNOLOGIES ARE BEING UTILISED IN THE MANAGEMENT OF 
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THE PUBLIC SERVICE PAYROLL, ADMINISTRATION OF TAX AS 

WELL AS PROVISION OF VARIOUS SOCIAL SERVICES. THE e-

CABINET SYSTEM HAS ALSO BEEN DEVELOPED AND IS FULLY 

OPERATIONAL, CUTTING DOWN ON THE COST AND TIME 

REQUIRED IN CONDUCTING CABINET BUSINESS.  

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 
72. THE PACE AT WHICH THE PRIVATE SECTOR IS 

ADOPTING AND DEPLOYING INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES IS COMMENDABLE. 

INCREASINGLY, A NUMBER OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

TRANSACTIONS ARE BEING DONE THROUGH VARIOUS 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY PLATFORMS 

SUCH AS MOBILE MONEY, MOBILE BANKING AND MARKETING 

PLATFORMS ON SOCIAL MEDIA.  

 

73. THIS IS A PROGRESSIVE AND WELCOME 

DEVELOPMENT. HOWEVER, I URGE OUR CITIZENS TO EXERCISE 

HIGH LEVELS OF INTEGRITY AND MORALITY WHEN USING 

SOCIAL MEDIA AND OTHER INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY PLATFORMS.  
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  

 
MR. SPEAKER, 
 

74. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IS ABOUT MANAGING 

OUR SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT FOR BOTH PRESENT AND 

FUTURE GENERATIONS. ACCORDINGLY, GOVERNMENT HAS 

PRIORITISED SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN AN EFFORT TO 

ACHIEVE SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

 

75. GOVERNMENT IS AWARE THAT CLIMATE VARIABILITY 

AND CHANGE HAS BECOME A MAJOR THREAT TO SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT IN OUR COUNTRY. THE COUNTRY IS ALREADY 

EXPERIENCING CLIMATE INDUCED HAZARDS WHICH INCLUDE 

DROUGHT AND DRY SPELLS, SEASONAL AND FLASH FLOODS 

AND EXTREME TEMPERATURES.  

 

76. SOME OF THESE HAZARDS, ESPECIALLY DROUGHTS 

AND FLOODS, HAVE INCREASED IN FREQUENCY AND INTENSITY 

OVER THE PAST FEW DECADES. THESE HAVE ADVERSELY 

IMPACTED FOOD AND WATER SECURITY AS WELL AS ENERGY 

AND THE LIVELIHOODS OF OUR PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY IN RURAL 

COMMUNITIES. 
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MR. SPEAKER 
 

77. IT IS IMPORTANT TO ADDRESS THE EFFECTS OF 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENSURE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

THROUGH INTERVENTIONS SUCH AS AFFORESTATION AND 

REFORESTATION, PROMOTION OF CONSERVATION FARMING 

AND PROMOTION OF GREEN ENERGY. TO THIS EFFECT, MORE 

THAN 2,500 HECTARES OF FOREST WERE PLANTED IN LUAPULA 

AND MUCHINGA PROVINCES IN 2017.  

 

78. IN ADDITION TO THE EFFORTS WE ARE MAKING TO 

PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, THERE IS NEED FOR US 

TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF WASTE MANAGEMENT IN THE 

VARIOUS SECTORS OF OUR ECONOMY. TO THIS EFFECT, WE 

ARE IMPLEMENTING THE FIRST EVER NATIONAL POLICY ON 

WASTE MANAGEMENT.  

 

79. FURTHER, WE HAVE MAINSTREAMED CLIMATE 

CHANGE INTO OUR DEVELOPMENT AGENDA. CONSEQUENTLY, A 

NUMBER OF PROJECTS AND PROGRAMMES FOR MITIGATION 

AND ADAPTATION ARE BEING IMPLEMENTED IN THE FORESTRY, 

AGRICULTURE AND ENERGY SECTORS. EQUALLY, GOVERNMENT 

IS PROMOTING AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH TO MITIGATE THE 
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IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON SMALL SCALE FARMERS 

THROUGH DEVELOPMENT, ADOPTION AND ADAPTATION OF 

APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGIES.  

 

CONCLUSION  
 
MR. SPEAKER,  

 

80. THESE ISSUES WHICH I HAVE OUTLINED TODAY ARE 

ONLY A BEGINNING OF THE MANY STEPS AND MEASURES WE 

HAVE TO TAKE AS A GOVERNMENT AND A NATION TO 

ENTRENCH A CULTURE OF UPHOLDING OUR NATIONAL VALUES 

AND PRINCIPLES. 

 
 

81. AS GOVERNMENT, WE WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE 

DELIBERATE EFFORTS TO PROVIDE EXEMPLARY LEADERSHIP IN 

UPHOLDING OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES. I ALSO 

CALL UPON THE CHURCH AND OTHER RELIGIOUS 

ORGANISATIONS, TRADITIONAL LEADERS, CIVIL SOCIETY, THE 

MEDIA, POLITICAL PARTIES, THE CREATIVE INDUSTRY, 

PROFESSIONAL BODIES AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO EQUALLY 

TAKE A LEAD IN CHAMPIONING THE APPLICATION OF OUR 

NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES.  
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82. WE MUST FORGE A BETTER TOMORROW. A 

TOMORROW WHERE EVERY ZAMBIAN WILL BE TREATED WITH 

RESPECT, HONOUR AND DIGNITY. A TOMORROW WHERE ALL 

WILL PUT THE COUNTRY BEFORE SELF. A TOMORROW WHERE 

EVERY CITIZEN WILL BE A SWORN ENEMY OF CORRUPTION, 

DISHONESTY AND UNPRINCIPLED LIVING. 

 

 

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 

83. A NATION WITHOUT MORALS IS LIKE A SHIP 

WITHOUT A COMPASS. WE MUST, THEREFORE, COLLECTIVELY 

RESOLVE TO STRENGTHEN THE APPLICATION OF THESE 

NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES IN EVERYTHING THAT WE 

DO AS A COUNTRY.  

 

84. FOR THE HONOURABLE MEMBERS IN THIS HOUSE, IT 

IS AS MUCH YOUR DUTY, AS IT IS MINE, TO LIVE UP TO THESE 

VALUES AND PRINCIPLES. OUR COUNTRY EXPECTS NO LESS 

FROM US, OUR PEOPLE DEMAND NO LESS AND OUR FUTURE 

GENERATIONS DESERVE NO LESS. 
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85. LET US BE MORALLY UPRIGHT. LET US REMAIN 

PATRIOTIC AND UNITED. LET US CELEBRATE OUR COUNTRY. 

 

MR. SPEAKER,  

 

I THANK YOU. MAY GOD BLESS THIS GREAT REPUBLIC.  

 


