SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY MR RUPIAH BWEZANI BANDA
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF
THE 3RD SESSION OF THE TENTH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
16TH JANUARY, 2009



INTRODUCTION

MR. SPEAKER, AS HONOURABLE MEMBERS WILL ALL
RECALL LAST YEAR | SAT IN THE FRONT BENCH ON THE
RIGHT HAND SIDE AS LEADER OF GOVERNMENT
BUSINESS IN THE HOUSE AND AS VICE PRESIDENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA.

IT IS A ROLE | ENJOYED TO THE FULLEST. | AM
GRATEFUL FOR THE HONOUR OF HAVING SERVED IN
THAT POSITION AND THE SUPPORT | RECEIVED FROM
YOU, MR. SPEAKER AND ALL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT.

TODAY, AS PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA |
HAVE THE HONOUR AND PRIVILEGE OF BEING ABLE TO
OPEN THIS, THE THIRD SESSION OF THE TENTH
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.

FOR THIS | AM GRATEFUL TO THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA
WHO ELECTED ME INTO OFFICE, SUCCEEDING OUR
LATE PRESIDENT, DR. LEVY P. MWANAWASA SC. MAY
HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE.



TODAY’S OPENING COMES AFTER A YEAR OF MIXED
FORTUNES FOR OUR COUNTRY. AS A NATION WE HAVE
PROGRESSED.

BE IT GOOD GOVERNANCE OR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT. BE IT IN OUR ENDEAVOURS TO
REDUCE POVERTY OR PROMOTING EDUCATION.

WE CAN LOOK BACK WITH PRIDE AND SATISFACTION
AT THE PROGRESS WE HAVE MADE.

IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT WE FACED MANY DAUNTING
CHALLENGES THAT TESTED OUR SPIRIT, TESTED OUR
UNITY AND TESTED OUR NATION'S RESOLVE.

2008 WAS A DIFFICULT YEAR FOR ZAMBIA. THE ILLNESS
AND SUBSEQUENT DEMISE OF OUR BELOVED
PRESIDENT IN AUGUST AND THE PRESIDENTIAL BY-
ELECTION IN OCTOBER DAMPENED WHAT HAD
STARTED OUT AS A YEAR OF GREAT ADVANCEMENT.



THE YEAR BEGAN IN PROSPERITY AND ENDED IN
RECESSION.

| THINK IT IS TRUE TO SAY THAT 2008 WILL BE
REMEMBERED AS THE YEAR THAT THE WORLD TOOK
ONE STEP FORWARD AND THEN TWO STEPS BACK.

OBITUARIES

MR. SPEAKER, IT IS SAD TO NOTE THAT THE SECOND
SESSION OF THE TENTH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HAD TO
GO ON SUDDEN RECESS IN AUGUST 2008 ON ACCOUNT
OF THE PASSING ON OF OUR PRESIDENT WHO WAS A
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT.

DURING THE SAME PERIOD THE HOUSE ALSO LOST
TWO OF ITS MEMBERS, NAMELY:

(i) HON. DR. CHOSANI A. NDHLOVU, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT FOR MILANZI CONSTITUENCY
WHO PASSED AWAY WHILE ON DUTY IN
SLOVENIA ON 19TH MARCH, 2008; AND



(i) HON. ALBERT CHOTA KANYANYAMINA,
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR KANCHIBIYA
CONSTITUENCY, WHO DIED ON 18TH JULY,
2008 AT CHILONGA MISSION HOSPITAL IN
MPIKA.

IT IS, THEREFORE, BEFITTING THAT WE OBSERVE A
MINUTE OF SILENCE IN HONOUR AND REMEMBRANCE
OF OUR DEPARTED BELOVED PRESIDENT AND THE
TWO DEAR COLLEAGUES.

MAY WE ALL BE UPSTANDING TO OBSERVE A MINUTE
OF SILENCE.
(THANK YOU. YOU MAY TAKE YOUR SEATS.)

BUSINESS OF THE 2ND SESSION OF THE 10TH
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MR. SPEAKER, | TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK
YOU FOR THE EFFICIENT AND IMPARTIAL MANNER IN
WHICH YOU PRESIDED OVER THE AFFAIRS OF THE
HOUSE IN THE LAST SESSION.



THE GUIDANCE YOU PROVIDED THE HOUSE DURING
THE MANY EMOTIVE DEBATES WAS INDEED ADMIRABLE
AND | HAVE NO DOUBT THAT IT WILL CONTINUE INTO
THE FUTURE.

LET ME ALSO CONGRATULATE THE HONOURABLE
MADAM DEPUTY SPEAKER, THE HONOURABLE
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES OF THE WHOLE HOUSE
AND THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE VARIOUS
PARLIAMENTARY SESSIONAL AND SELECT
COMMITTEES ON THE EFFECTIVE MANNER THEY
STEERED THEIR RESPECTIVE COMMITTEES.

MR. SPEAKER, MAY | ASK YOU TO CONVEY MY
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLERK OF THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY FOR HER DEEP SENSE OF COMMITMENT TO
DUTY.

COMMENDATIONS MUST ALSO GO TO ALL THE STAFF
OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WHO HAVE CONTINUED
TO RENDER EFFECTIVE SUPPORT TO HER OFFICE.



| AM ALSO PLEASED TO NOTE THAT DURING THE LAST
SESSION, THE HOUSE HANDLED MANY PARLIAMENTARY
QUESTIONS THROUGH WHICH VALUABLE INFORMATION
WAS PROVIDED TO THE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
AND THE PUBLIC AT LARGE. ON MY PART, | AM HAPPY
THAT | WILL NO LONGER BE ABLE TO BE AMBUSHED
WITH TOUGH QUESTIONS ON FRIDAY DURING THE VICE
PRESIDENT QUESTIONS. HOWEVER, | THOROUGHLY
ENJOYED THE SESSIONS.

PRESIDENTIAL BY ELECTIONS AND PARLIAMENTARY
BY-ELECTIONS

MR. SPEAKER, THE UNTIMELY DEMISE OF OUR
BELOVED PRESIDENT LED TO PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS AT THE END OF OCTOBER 2008. MY
GOVERNMENT HAD TO MOBILISE RESOURCES FOR THE
ELECTORAL COMMISSION OF ZAMBIA TO HOLD BY-
ELECTIONS IN MWANSABOMBWE, NDOLA CENTRAL,
MILANZI AND KANCHIBIYA CONSTITUENCIES.



| WISH TO COMMEND THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE
ELECTORAL COMMISSION OF ZAMBIA AND HER TEAM
FOR CONDUCTING THE ELECTIONS IN A VERY
TRANSPARENT MANNER, INDEED.

FINALLY, ALLOW ME TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
CONGRATULATE THE NEW MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT.
MR. SPEAKER, HONOURABLE MEMBERS WILL RECALL
THAT DURING MY INAUGURAL SPEECH ON 2ND
NOVEMBER, 2008, | CALLED FOR RECONCILIATION AND
NATIONAL UNITY.

| WOULD LIKE TO REITERATE THAT THIS GOVERNMENT,
UNDER THE MMD LEADERSHIP, IS A GOVERNMENT FOR
ALL ZAMBIANS AND NOT ONLY FOR MEMBERS OF THE
RULING PARTY.

THEREFORE, | WISH TO ASSURE THE NATION THAT THE
CONCERNS AND ISSUES RAISED BY VARIOUS
POLITICAL STAKEHOLDERS, IRRESPECTIVE OF PARTY
WILL BE ADDRESSED EQUALLY.



ECONOMIC SECTORS

POVERTY REDUCTION AND ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

MR. SPEAKER, LET ME START WITH AN OBSERVATION.
SINCE 1991, EACH MMD ADMINISTRATION HAS
ENTERED ITS FIRST YEAR FACED WITH A CRISIS OF
ONE TYPE OR ANOTHER.

THE FIRST ADMINISTRATION HAD TO DEAL WITH
SEVERE FOOD SHORTAGES LARGELY DUE TO
DROUGHT IN 1991/92 SEASON.

THE SECOND MMD ADMINISTRATION SUFFERED A
SUDDEN INVESTMENT WITHDRAWAL BY ANGLO
AMERICAN CORPORATION FROM KONKOLA COPPER
MINES, WHICH THREATENED ABOUT 10,000 JOBS IN
2002.

THE START OF THIS THIRD ADMINISTRATION IS NO
DIFFERENT. MY ADMINISTRATION TAKES OVER AT A
TIME OF SEVERE GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS. NATIONS
RICH AND POOR HAVE BEEN AFFECTED.



IN MY INAUGURAL ADDRESS LAST NOVEMBER |
PROMISED THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA THAT THE MAIN
PRIORITY OF MY GOVERNMENT WILL BE TO FIGHT
POVERTY.

DESPITE THE GLOBAL RECESSION THAT PRIORITY
REMAINS. IN FACT | AM CAUTIOUSLY CONFIDENT IN OUR
ABILITY TO FIGHT POVERTY.

ZAMBIA HAS FACED DIFFICULT TIMES BEFORE. BY
WORKING TOGETHER WE HAVE OVERCOME PAST
PROBLEMS. OUR RESOLVE IN THE FACE OF THE
PRESENT CRISIS SHOULD BE NO DIFFERENT.

ZAMBIA IS A NATION RICH IN NATURAL AND HUMAN
RESOURCES; WE HAVE NO REASON TO BE POOR. OUR
CHALLENGE IS TO HARNESS THESE ABUNDANT
RESOURCES AND TO DELIVER PROSPERITY FOR ALL.

SO LET US FACE THIS YEAR UNITED, WORKING
TOGETHER, AND SUPPORTING EACH OTHER,
STANDING AS ONE NATION.



LET THE WORLD SEE A ZAMBIA OF COMPASSION AND
CARE; WHERE NO-ONE IS LEFT BEHIND.

LET THE WORLD SEE A ZAMBIA OF DETERMINATION
AND FORTITUDE; STANDING SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
IN SOLIDARITY. AND WE CAN DO IT.

THIS LAST DECADE WE HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT
ADVANCES IN BUILDING OUR NATION.

WE HAVE SEEN GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT (GDP)
GROWTH RATES AVERAGING 5.1 PERCENT, DECLINING
INFLATION RATES TO SINGLE DIGIT AND DECREASING
INTEREST RATES.

MACROECONOMIC ACHIEVEMENTS INCLUDE DECREASED

GOVERNMENT BORROWING AND INCREASED PRIVATE
SECTOR INVESTMENT.

WE WERE ON TRACK WITH SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
POLICIES DELIVERING POSITIVE CHANGE FOR ALL.
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BUT AS THE WORLD DISCOVERED, 2008 WAS A CRUEL
YEAR.

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS AND OUR HARD WORK OF THE
PREVIOUS DECADE SUFFERED SIGNIFICANT SET
BACKS.

MR. SPEAKER, THE GLOBAL FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC
CRISIS SEVERELY AFFECTED THE COPPER AND OTHER
METAL MARKET, CAUSING WORLD PRICES TO FALL BY
60 PERCENT.

FURTHER, THE HIGH COST OF FERTILISER AND FUEL
HAD A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THE ECONOMY AND
CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE HIGH INFLATION
RATE.

MR SPEAKER, GIVEN THE PRESENT ECONOMIC
SITUATION MY GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO
PURSUE PRUDENT FISCAL AND MONETARY POLICIES.
TO DO OTHERWISE WOULD BE FOLLY AND
IRRESPONSIBLE.
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OUR AIM IS TO ACHIEVE THE PROJECTED FIVE
PERCENT GROWTH DOMESTIC PRODUCT.

KEY PROGRAMMES OF THE FIFTH NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK, NAMELY POVERTY
REDUCTION AND WEALTH CREATION WILL NOT ONLY
BE SAFEGUARDED BUT ENHANCED THROUGH BETTER
MONITORING AND CONSTANT EVALUATION.

THE GLOBAL CREDIT CRUNCH AND SUBSEQUENT COST
SAVING MEASURES HAVE RESULTED IN JOB LOSSES,
DAMAGING BOTH OUR ECONOMY AND OUR SOCIETY.

FURTHER CONCERNS HAVE BEEN RAISED ON THE
MEASURES MY GOVERNMENT IS UNDERTAKING TO

CUSHION THE COUNTRY FROM THE EFFECTS OF THE
CRUNCH.

MR. SPEAKER, IN RESPONSE GOVERNMENT HAS
DEVISED INTERVENTION MEASURES DESIGNED TO
MITIGATE THE ADVERSE IMPACTS OF THE CRISIS.
THESE MEASURES INCLUDES;
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b)

d)

ENGAGING MINING COMPANIES TO PREVENT
MAJOR JOB LOSSES AND ENCOURAGE OTHER
INVESTORS TO COME;

DIVERSIFICATION OF THE ECONOMY THROUGH:;

ENHANCED RESOURCE ALLOCATION TO
IRRIGATION

PROVISION OF RESOURCES TO THE CITIZENS
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT FUND

PROMOTION OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
LUSAKA MULTI-FACILITY ECONOMIC ZONES TO
GENERATE EMPLOYMENT

PROVISION OF ADEQUATE RESOURCES THIS
YEAR FOR THE COMPLETION OF NASANGA FARM
BLOCK TO ATTRACT INVESTMENT AND

PROVISION OF ADEQUATE RESOURCES FOR
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT FOR KASABA
BAY AND LIVINGSTONE AREAS TO INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TOURISTS ARRIVALS
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3. ENCOURAGE PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPATION IN
THE DEVELOPMENT OF POWER GENERATION
CENTRES

4. PROMOTE AND EXPEDITE THE EXPLORATION OF
PETROLEUM IN THE COUNTRY

IN ORDER TO UNDERTAKE THESE MEASURES,
GOVERNMENT WILL RE-ALLOCATE RESOURCES FROM
NON-PRIORITY AREAS. THESE MEASURES ARE
INTENDED TO ADDRESS THE CONCERNS OF BOTH
EMPLOYEES AND EMPLOYERS WHERE THE THREAT OF
FACTORY AND BUSINESS CLOSURE LOOMS.

THEY ARE ALSO INTENDED TO CUSHION THE ENTIRE
ECONOMY FROM THE EFFECTS OF THE CRUNCH.

THE GOVERNMENT STANDS READY TO WORK WITH
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PARTNERS, BOTH DOMESTIC AND
FOREIGN, TO SECURE THE FUTURE OF ZAMBIAN
INDUSTRIES.
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HOWEVER, LET ME SOUND THIS WARNING NOTE. THE
GLOBAL CRISIS MUST NOT BE USED AS AN EXCUSE TO
LAY OFF WORKERS IN A CYNICAL ATTEMPT TO cuT
COSTS AND REDUCE OVERHEADS.

ANY JOB LOSSES SHOULD ONLY COME AS A LAST
RESORT, AFTER CONSULTATION WITH TRADE UNIONS
AND AFTER THOROUGH ANALYSIS OF ALL THE OPTIONS
AVAILABLE.

ANY INDUSTRIAL RESTRUCTURING SHOULD TAKE INTO
ACCOUNT THE KNOCK ON EFFECTS OF LAYING OFF
WORKERS, WHICH INCLUDES THE LOSS OF TAX
REVENUES, THE SUBSEQUENT REQUIREMENT FOR
INCREASED GOVERNMENT SOCIAL SUPPORT, THE
IMPACT ON LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND INCREASED
LEVELS OF POVERTY.

| AM THEREFORE DIRECTING THE MINISTER OF
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY TO ENSURE THAT THE
TRIPARTITE LABOUR COUNCIL IS FULLY INVOLVED IN
ANY INDUSTRIAL RESTRUCTURING WHICH MAY LEAD
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TO A REDUCTION OF OUTPUT OR OF THE LABOUR
FORCE.

EMPOWERMENT

MR. SPEAKER, THE GLOBAL DOWNTURN, WITH ITS
NEGATIVE IMPACT ON JOBS, COMMODITY PRICES AND
INTERNATIONAL TRADE, FLIES IN THE FACE OF OUR
EFFORTS TO CREATE JOBS, TO BOOST PROSPERITY
AND TO REDUCE POVERTY LEVELS.

THE CHALLENGE THEREFORE 1S TO DEVISE
STRATEGIES THAT WILL MINIMIZE THE NEGATIVE
IMPACT OF THIS WORLD RECESSION ON OUR
GROWING INDUSTRIAL AND TRADING SECTORS.

“ADAPT OR DIE” IS AN EXPRESSION KNOWN TO ALL
BUSINESSMEN. | URGE BUSINESS LEADERS AND HEADS
OF COMPANIES FROM ALL SECTORS TO ADOPT MORE
INNOVATIVE SURVIVAL STRATEGIES AIMED AT
ACHIEVING THAT COMPETITIVE EDGE.
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NOW, MORE THAN EVER IS THE TIME TO REVIEW YOUR
BUSINESS MODELS, HUNT OUT NEW MARKETS,
DIVERSIFY YOUR PRODUCTS AND SEEK

PARTNERSHIPS.

FOR ITS PART THE GOVERNMENT REMAINS
COMMITTED TO REDUCING THE COST OF DOING
BUSINESS IN ZAMBIA.

IN 2009 THE GOVERNMENT WILL INTRODUCE A NEW
NATIONAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY. THIS
HOUSE CAN EXPECT A BILL AIMED AT STRENGTHENING
THE COORDINATION, PROMOTION AND REGULATION OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE COUNTRY.

MR. SPEAKER, GOVERNMENT WILL PLACE GREATER
EMPHASIS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF MICRO, SMALL
AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES AS A SOURCE OF
EMPLOYMENT AND SKILLS FORMATION FOR OUR
WOMEN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND RETIREES.
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A DRAFT POLICY, AIMED AT REALISING THE POTENTIAL
AND BENEFITS OF SUCH BUSINESSES HAS BEEN
DEVELOPED IN CONSULTATION WITH KEY
STAKEHOLDERS.

THE CITIZENS ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT FUND IS
POSED TO PROVIDE START-UP CAPITAL AND INITIAL
SUPPORT FOR NEW SMALL-SCALE PROJECTS.

LAST YEAR | TALKED OF ‘HAND-UPS’ IN PLACE OF
‘HAND-OUTS’ AND | BELIEVE THE FUND PROMOTES
EXACTLY THAT IDEA. HARNESSING THE INITIATIVE AND
DRIVE OF THE ZAMBIAN PEOPLE WILL HELP US BUILD
A BETTER FUTURE.

DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS WILL BE CONTINUOUSLY
REVIEWED TO ENSURE THAT THE MOST WORTHY AND
CREDIBLE IDEAS RECEIVE FUNDING.

MR. SPEAKER, WHILE PROMOTING DOMESTIC
ENTREPRENEURSHIP IS IMPORTANT IT IS ALSO VITAL
THAT WE ENCOURAGE DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN
INVESTMENT THROUGH THE MULTI-FACILITY ECONOMIC

ZONES.
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ZONES HAVE BEEN PUT IN PLACE IN LUSAKA SOUTH
AND CHAMBESHI FOR BOTH EXPORT AND DOMESTIC
ORIENTED INDUSTRIES.

WHEN COMPLETED, BOTH FACILITIES ARE EXPECTED
TO GENERATE MORE THAN 10,000 JOBS.

THE ZONES ARE A SUCCESS IN OTHER COUNTRIES AND
IT IS GOVERNMENT’S INTENTION TO USE THEM AS
EXAMPLES FOR ZAMBIA.

THIS GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO DELIVER ON
ITS ELECTION PROMISES TO CREATE MORE JOBS,
CREATING MORE WEALTH AND GIVING HOPE TO EVER
MORE ZAMBIANS.

MR. SPEAKER, | URGE ALL ZAMBIANS TO TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF THESE INITIATIVES TO START THEIR
OWN COMMERCIAL AND TRADE ENTERPRISES.

WHERE POSSIBLE ENTERING INTO PARTNERSHIP WITH
FOREIGN INVESTORS TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO
KNOWLEDGE, NEW SKILLS AND INTERNATIONAL
FINANCING.
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SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

MR. SPEAKER, THESE ARE INDEED TOUGH TIMES BUT
RELYING TOO MUCH ON OTHERS OR INDULGING IN
SELF-PITY WILL NOT HELP. WE MUST HELP
OURSELVES.

DEVELOPING THE RIGHT SKILLS IS VITAL TO ECONOMIC
EMPOWERMENT. EDUCATION IS THE ROAD OUT OF
POVERTY. EDUCATION IS NOT JUST ABOUT LEARNING
TO READ OR WRITE; IT IS MORE.

OUR- YOUNG ARE OUR FUTURE. GOVERNMENT IS
COMMITTED TO THE PROVISION OF REQUISITE SKILLS
TO MAKE THEM PRODUCTIVE MEMBERS OF SOCIETY.

GOVERNMENT WILL REVIEW THE TECHNICAL
EDUCATION VOCATIONAL AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP
TRAINING (TEVET) POLICY TO IMPROVE THE
COORDINATION AND REGULATION OF THE SECTOR.
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AGRICULTURE

MR. SPEAKER, AGRICULTURE WILL REMAIN A PRIORITY
SECTOR.

MY ADMINISTRATION’'S EMPHASIS WILL CONTINUE TO
BE ON INCREASED AND SUSTAINABLE FOOD SECURITY
AT ALL LEVELS.

WE WANT TO SEE IMPROVED INCOME GENERATION
THROUGH INCREASED CASH CROP PRODUCTIVITY,
LIVESTOCK AND FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT.

WE MUST ENSURE FOOD SECURITY. THIS WILL BOTH
COUNTER THE EFFECTS OF THE WORLD FOOD CRISIS
AND INCREASE INCOMES.

MR. SPEAKER, DURING THE 2007/2008 FARMING
SEASON WE EXPERIENCED LIVESTOCK DISEASES AND
FLOODS THAT RAVAGED MOST PARTS OF THE
COUNTRY, RESULTING IN REDUCED CROP YIELDS. THIS

LED TO INCREASE IN FOOD PRICES.
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WHILST OUR FARMERS ARE RESILIENT THE
ACCESSIBILITY OF AGRICULTURAL INPUTS CONTINUES
TO BE AN AREA OF CONCERN.

OUR FARMERS HAVE COMPLAINED OF DELAYS IN BOTH
THE DISTRIBUTION OF FARMING INPUTS AND THE
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE FLOOR PRICE.

CONCERNS HAVE BEEN RAISED REGARDING THE FOOD
RESERVE AGENCY; THAT IT HAS NOT PURCHASED
MAIZE IN THE OUTLYING AREAS, CONCENTRATING
INSTEAD ON THE DISTRICT CENTRES.

MY GOVERNMENT UNDERSTANDS THESE CONCERNS
AND WILL THEREFORE STRENGTHEN THE OPERATIONS
OF THE AGENCY IMMEDIATELY.

|, THEREFORE, DIRECT THE FOOD RESERVE AGENCY
TO INTENSIFY THEIR CROP MARKETING SYSTEM THIS
YEAR BY ENSURING THAT THEY CONCENTRATE IN
BUYING CROPS FROM THE REMOTEST PARTS OF THE
COUNTRY AS THE PRIVATE SECTOR CONCENTRATES
IN DISTRICTS AND URBAN AREAS.
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MR. SPEAKER, THE SUPPLY OF FERTILIZER IS KEY TO
OUR FARMING SECTOR. THE FERTILIZER SUPPORT
PROGRAMME WILL CONTINUE TO ASSIST THE SMALL
SCALE FARMERS.

HOWEVER THE CYCLICAL PRICE IRREGULARITY OF
FERTILIZER AFFECTS ALL FARMERS, SMALL AND
LARGE.

MY GOVERNMENT WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE PRICE
STABILISED, THEREBY BENEFITING ALL FARMERS.
EFFORTS WILL BE MADE TO ACHIEVE THIS IN TIME FOR
THE 2009/10 SEASON. PROCUREMENT AND
COUNTRYWIDE DISTRIBUTION OF FERTILISER WILL
NOW BE DONE EARLIER THAN IN THE PAST. THIS WILL
ENABLE THE COUNTRY SOURCE CHEAP FERJILISER.

FOR MANY YEARS, THE AGRICULTURE EXTENSION
SERVICE HAS NOT PERFORMED TO PEOPLE’S
EXPECTATION AND THIS HAS LED TO LOW
PRODUCTIVITY BY FARMERS DESPITE GOVERNMENT'S
EFFORTS TO SUBSIDIZE FERTILISER AND SEED.
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| AM, THEREFORE, DIRECTING THE MINISTRY OF
AGRICULTURE AND COOPERATIVES TO ENSURE THAT
FROM 2009, THE EXTENSION SERVICE BEGINS TO
PERFORM AND ALL PROVINCES WILL HAVE
PRODUCTION TARGETS.

MR. SPEAKER, MY GOVERNMENT WILL SUPPORT
IRRIGATED AGRICULTURE ESPECIALLY AMONG THE
SMALL SCALE FARMERS WHO DEPEND ON RAIN FED
AGRICULTURE FOR THEIR LIVELIHOODS.

THESE FARMERS ARE THE WORST HIT IN TIMES OF
DROUGHT OR FLOODS AND THE SEASONAL NATURE OF
THEIR ACTIVITIES MEANS THAT NOT PRODUCE ALL
YEAR ROUND PRODUCTION.

IN SPITE OF SUCH CHALLENGES THIS YEAR'S
IRRIGATED MAIZE CROP WILL HARVEST SOME 100,000

TONNES.

THIS IS A VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO OUR NATION'S
SUSTAINABILITY.
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MY ADMINISTRATION WILL, THEREFORE, INTENSIFY
THIS PROGRAMME IN ORDER TO INCREASE
PRODUCTION BY ENCOURAGING MORE FARMERS TO
COME ON BOARD. | WOULD LIKE TO SEE THIS FIGURE
DOUBLED NEXT YEAR.

MR. SPEAKER, IN ORDER TO INCREASE AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION AND PRODUCTIVITY, THERE IS URGENT
NEED FOR MECHANISING THE SMALL-SCALE FARMING
SECTOR.

GOVERNMENT IS WORKING ON PROGRAMMES TO
- BRING IN TRACTORS AND AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT
TO BE USED BY SMALL SCALE FARMERS.

AGRO PROCESSING OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE WILL
BE GIVEN PRIORITY SO THAT OUR FARMERS CAN ADD
VALUE TO THEIR PRODUCTS. WE SHOULD BE
EXPORTING FOOD WHICH IS PROCESSED IN ORDER TO
EARN MORE MONEY.
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THERE IS STILL A NEED TO IMPROVE ZAMBIA'S
LIVESTOCK AND FISHERIES SECTORS.

THIS WILL BE A PRIORITY, SO MUCH SO THAT THE
SECTOR WILL HAVE ITS OWN MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIO.

THE FIRST TASK OF THE NEW MINISTER WILL BE TO
ADDRESS THE PROBLEMS FACING THE LIVESTOCK
SECTOR IN SOUTHERN, WESTERN AND EASTERN
PROVINCES AND FISHERIES IN WESTERN, NORTH-
WESTERN, LUAPULA, NORTHERN PROVINCES AND
OTHER AREAS.

LAND

MR. SPEAKER, FAIR AND EQUAL ACCESS TO LAND IS

AN ONGOING ISSUE WHICH MY GOVERNMENT WILL

CONTINUE TO ADDRESS.

MY GOVERNMENT WILL THIS YEAR EXPEDITE THE
PROCESS OF IDENTIFYING LAND FOR ALLOCATION TO

OUR PEOPLE AND INVESTORS BUT IT IS VERY _
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IMPORTANT THAT LAND DISTRIBUTION IS CARRIED OUT
IN AN EFFICIENT AND TRANSPARENT MANNER.

TO THIS END THE CREATION OF CUSTOMER SERVICE
CENTRES WILL BE EXTENDED. THE MINISTRY OF
LANDS WILL BE OPENING A CENTRE IN EACH OF THE
NATION’S NINE PROVINCES.

BY DOING THIS WE HOPE TO MAKE THE SYSTEM MORE
EFFICIENT, CUTTING OUT CENTRAL BUREAUCRACY AND
'BY PROVIDING BETTER ACCOUNTABILITY AT A LOCAL
LEVEL.

| AM PLEASED TO INFORM THE HOUSE THAT IN 2008
THE PROCESS OF SURVEYING FOR LAND BANKS
COMMENCED.

GUIDELINES ON HOW TO ACQUIRE LAND IN THESE
BANKS HAVE BEEN FINALIZED. OUR LAND IS A
VALUABLE RESOURCE AND PROVIDES FOR GREAT
POTENTIAL. IT IS A POTENTIAL WE MUST REALISE
WISELY, ALWAYS REMEMBERING THAT WE ARE

INVESTING FOR THE FUTURE.
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MR. SPEAKER, IN 2007 TWENTY-THREE COUNCILS
BENEFITED FROM THE LAND DEVELOPMENT FUND. IN
2008 ONLY THREE ADDITIONAL COUNCILS BENEFITED.

IN 2009 WE WILL ENCOURAGE THE REMAINING
COUNCILS TO BE PROACTIVE AND APPLY FOR THESE
FUNDS SO AS TO FOSTER DEVELOPMENT IN THEIR
AREAS.

TOURISM

MR. SPEAKER, ANOTHER PRODUCTIVE SECTOR FOR
POVERTY REDUCTION, EMPLOYMENT AND WEALTH
CREATION IS TOURISM.

THE KASABA BAY TOURISM RESORT DEVELOPMENT
PROJECT WILL HELP TO OPEN UP NORTHERN AND
LUAPULA PROVINCES UNDER THE NORTHERN TOURISM
CIRCUIT. THIS WILL PROVIDE JOB OPPORTUNITIES AND
FOR WEALTH CREATION THROUGH BOTH PRIVATE AND
PUBLIC SECTOR INVESTMENT.
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LIVINGSTONE, THE HUB OF OUR TOURISM INDUSTRY,
WILL ALSO BE GIVEN PRIORITY.

ALL ASSISTANCE WILL BE GIVEN TO ENSURING THAT
DEVELOPMENT IN THESE AREAS IS SENSITIVE TO
LOCAL NEEDS AND TO THE ENVIRONMENT.

MR. SPEAKER.IN THE PAST THE TOURISM SECTOR
PROVED TO BE RESILIENT TO EXTERNAL SHOCKS.

HOWEVER, THE CURRENT GLOBAL ECONOMIC DOWN
TURN HAS FORCED PEOPLE TO EVALUATE HOW THEY
SPEND THEIR MONEY. EXPENDITURE ON HOLIDAYS AND
LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES HAS FALLEN.

TO SUPPORT OUR TOURISM SECTOR WE WILL EMBARK
ON AN AGGRESSIVE MARKETING CAMPAIGN.

WE HAVE MUCH TO OFFER. IN THESE HARD TIMES
ZAMBIA IS A COUNTRY THAT CAN OFFER VALUE FOR
MONEY, FRIENDLY SERVICE, WORLD CLASS SCENERY
AND ATTRACTIONS.
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IN ADDITION WE ARE A SAFE COUNTRY WITH NO
INTERNAL STRIFE. IN THESE TROUBLED TIMES, BE
THEY ECONOMIC OR GEO-POLITICAL, ZAMBIA OFFERS
HERSELF AS A HAVEN OF PEACE AND TRANQUILLITY.

WE SHOULD VIEW 2009 AS A YEAR OF OPPORTUNITY, A
YEAR OF GREETING NEW FRIENDS TO OUR BORDERS
AND FOR FORGING LASTING RELATIONS, ‘WELCOME
BACK' SHOULD BECOME OUR GREETING. | APPEAL TO
OUR IMMIGRATION OFFICERS WHO ARE USUALLY THE
FIRST POINT OF CONTACT WITH OUR TOURISTS TO
TRULY REPRESENT ZAMBIA’'S HOSPITALITY.

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MR. SPEAKER, HERE IN AFRICA WHEN THE
ENVIRONMENT SUFFERS, SO DO THE PEOPLE. THE

POOR SUFFER DISPROPORTIONATELY FROM THE
EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.
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DEFORESTATION AND STRIPPED LAND EXACERBATES
FLOODING AND DROUGHT, WHICH IN TURN MAKES
SURVIVAL HARDER.

MY GOVERNMENT WILL IMPLEMENT THE NATIONAL
ADAPTATION PLAN OF ACTION AIMED AT ADAPTING AND
MITIGATING THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE,
PARTICULARLY ON SMALL SCALE FARMERS WHO ARE
SOME OF THE HARDEST HIT.

IN SUPPORT A NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE RESPONSE
STRATEGY WILL BE PREPARED TO COORDINATE ALL
THE VARICUS EFFORTS AIMED AT ADDRESSING THE
IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

BY WORKING TOGETHER WE NOT ONLY HELP THE
ENVIRONMENT, BUT EACH OTHER.

MR. SPEAKER, THE PRIVATE SECTOR HAS A ROLE TO

PLAY IN CONTRIBUTING TO ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION.

31



TRADING OF CARBON EMISSIONS WITH
INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES UNDER THE CLEAN
DEVELOPMENT MECHANISM OF THE KYOTO PROTOCOL
IS ONE SUCH MECHANISM.

THE GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO HELP THE
PRIVATE SECTOR TO EMPLOY CLEANER PRODUCTION
TECHNOLOGIES IN THEIR PRODUCTION PROCESSES.

IT IS A FACT THAT FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
BALANCING THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE WITH THE
PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT IS NOT EASY.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND POLLUTION
CONTROL ACT WILL BE REVIEWED TO MAKE IT
INVESTOR-FRIENDLY WHILST PROTECTING THE
INTEGRITY OF THE ENVIRONMENT.

TOO MANY OF OUR TREES END UP AS ILLEGAL
EXPORTS OR AS ILLEGAL CHARCOAL SO THIS YEAR
OUR FORESTRY POLICY AND RELATED LAWS WILL BE
REVIEWED TO IMPROVE THE MANAGEMENT OF THE

COUNTRY’S FOREST RESOURCES.
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WATER RESOURCES

MR. SPEAKER, ZAMBIA HAS ABUNDANT WATER
RESOURCES AND ACCOUNTS FOR APPROXIMATELY 40
PER CENT OF ALL FRESH WATER RESOURCES IN THE
SOUTHERN AFRICA REGION.

NONETHELESS IT IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE AND IN
RECIOGNITION OF THIS IN 2008 MY GOVERNMENT
LAUNCHED THE INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT AND WATER EFFICIENCY PLAN.

THE PLAN WILL GUIDE AND PROVIDE GOVERNMENT
WITH A STRATEGY FOR DEVELOPING THE WATER
SECTOR IN AN INTEGRATED AND SUSTAINABLE
MANNER WITHOUT COMPROMISING AVAILABILITY FOR
THOSE NEIGHBOURS WITH WHOM WE SHARE THIS
VALUABLE RESOURCE.

MINES AND MINERALS DEVELOPMENT

MR. SPEAKER, THE MINING SECTOR, THE MAINSTAY OF
OUR ECONOMY, HAS HAD TO DEAL WITH A VOLATILE

END TO 2008.
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IN ADDITION TO THE FALL IN COPPER PRICES, THE
SECTOR HAD TO DEAL WITH INADEQUATE POWER
SUPPLY, THE DRYING UP OF INTERNATIONAL CREDIT -
SO VITAL FOR INVESTMENT - DUE TO THE GLOBAL
FINANCIAL CRISIS.

THAT SAID IT IS MUCH CREDIT TO THE SECTOR THAT
IN 2008 WE SAW AN INCREASE IN MINERAL
PRODUCTION.

WE ARE NOT ALONE. THE GLOBAL MINING INDUSTRY
HAS SUFFERED. LOWER DEMAND FROM COUNTRIES
LIKE CHINA AND INDIA HAVE SEEN CUT-BACKS AND
CLOSURES IN MANY PRODUCING COUNTRIES.

MR. SPEAKER, THERE ARE NEW HOPES ON THE
HORIZON. THE HOUSE MAY WISH TO NOTE THAT ZAMBIA
HAS PROMISING SITES FOR URANIUM MINING.

DUE TO SAFETY, HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL AND
SECURITY CONCERNS, GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN A
CAUTIOUS APPROACH TO THE ISSUING OF URANIUM
MINING RIGHTS.
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IT IS RIGHT THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS ADOPTED
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY GUIDELINES
ON THE EXPLORATION, MINING, PROCESSING,
STORAGE, TRANSPORTATION AND TRADE OF URANIUM.

MR. SPEAKER, LAST YEAR THE MINES AND MINERALS
ACT, 1995 WAS REPEALED AND REPLACED BY THE
MINES AND MINERALS DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2008.

THE ACT IS WELL MEANING, AIMED AT ALLOWING ALL
ZAMBIANS TO BENEFIT FROM THE SECTOR WHILST AT
THE SAME TIME ENSURING A CONDUCIVE INVESTMENT
ENVIRONMENT. THIS YEAR, WE INTEND TO EFFECT
FURTHER AMENDMENTS TO THE MINES AND MINERALS
DEVELOPMENT ACT TO ENCOURAGE FOREIGN DIRECT
INVESTMENT.

HOWEVER WINDFALL TAXES CAN ONLY BE LEVIED ON
PROFITS AND THIS YEAR PROFITS WILL BE SCARCE.

WE MUST ENSURE THAT WE DO NOT KILL THE GOOSE
THAT LAYS THE GOLDEN EGG - THERE IS LITTLE POINT
IN TAKING IN A FEW MILLION DOLLARS IN TAX IF
THOUSANDS OF JOBS ARE LOST AS A RESULT.
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GOVERNMENT IS CURRENTLY ENGAGED WITH THE
INDUSTRY TO MAKE SURE THAT A BENEFICIAL
FINANCIAL ENVIRONMENT EXISTS FOR | BOTH
GOVERNMENT AND INVESTORS.

MY GOVERNMENT WILL DO ALL IT CAN TO PROTECT
JOBS AND TO SAFEGUARD THE INDUSTRY FOR THE
FUTURE.

MR. SPEAKER, WHERE IT HAS BECOME NECESSARY TO
SUSPEND MINING OPERATIONS, GOVERNMENT HAS
INSTITUTED MEASURES TO PROTECT
INFRASTRUCTURE AND TO ENSURE THAT SUCH MINES
ARE NEITHER FLOODED NOR VANDALIZED SO THAT
THEY REMAIN OPERABLE.

HOWEVER, AS GOVERNMENT REVIEWS THE SITUATION
IN THE MINING INDUSTRY, THE WELFARE OF ALL MINE
WORKERS IS THE TOP MOST PRIORITY TO THE
GOVERNMENT.
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IN THIS REGARD, GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO
ENSURE THAT MINING COMPANIES MEET THEIR SOCIAL
AND LEGAL OBLIGATIONS SHOULD THEY CHOOSE TO
PULL OUT OR DISINVEST.

IN ADDITION A SPECIAL TASK FORCE WILL REPORT
BACK TO GOVERNMENT ON THE NEEDS AND POSSIBLE
STRATEGIES AVAILABLE WHEN CLOSURES ARE
IMMINENT.

ENERGY

MR. SPEAKER, FOR OUR COUNTRY TO ACHIEVE THE
VISION 2030, WE WILL NEED TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE
ENERGY TO MEET THE COUNTRY’S NEEDS.

IN 2008, GOVERNMENT LAUNCHED A NEW ENERGY

POLICY WHICH AIMS AT ATTRACTING NEW INVESTORS
INTO THE ENERGY SECTOR.
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GOVERNMENT ALSO COMPLETED THE RURAL
ELECTRIFICATION MASTER PLAN WHICH WILL GUIDE
THE DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL ELECTRIFICATION.

THE BENEFITS OF THIS ARE ALREADY BEING FELT WITH
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PRIVATELY OWNED
KABOMPO GORGE POWER STATION.

IN ADDITION, GOVERNMENT HAS ENGAGED WITH
VARIOUS PARTNERS TO ENSURE MORE SUPPLY.

WITH THE INTERNATIONAL FINANCE COOPERATION OF
THE WORLD BANK ON THE KAFUE GORGE LOWER
PROJECT, WHICH WILL COST AN ESTIMATED US$ 1.5
BILLION AND WITH TATA OF INDIA ON THE ITEZHI TEZHI
POWER STATION AND TRANSMISSION LINE.

TOGETHER THEY WILL PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL 87C
MEGAWATTS OF MUCH NEEDED POWER.

LOAD SHEDDING IS STILL A PROBLEM AND NEEDS TO
BE MINIMISED URGENTLY. IN PART THIS WILL BE
ACHIEVED BY UPGRADING THE GENERATORS AT
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KAFUE GORGE AND KARIBA NORTH BANK. | AM SURE
THE HOUSE WILL AGREE THAT LOAD SHEDDING HAS
MINIMISED IN SOME AREAS OF A RESULT OF THESE
EFFORTS.

GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO LOOK AT WAYS OF
INCREASING THE PROVISION OF ENERGY DERIVED
FROM THE SUN. SUNSHINE IS SOMETHING WE HAVE
PLENTY OF SO IT WOULD BE MADNESS TO IGNORE IT.

BOTH PHOTO-VOLTAIC, PRODUCING ELECTRICITY AND
SOLAR PANELS FOR HOT WATER CAN BE MADE
READILY AVAILABLE IN BOTH OUR URBAN AND RURAL
AREAS.

MR. SPEAKER, | WILL SOON RE-CONSTITUTE THE
PETROLEUM COMMITTEE TO SPEARHEAD THE
EXPLORATION FOR OIL AND GAS IN THE COUNTRY. IF
THOSE NATURAL RESOURCES EXIST THEN WE MUST
EXPLOIT THEM. LATER THIS YEAR THE EXPLORATION
TENDERING PROCESS WILL RECOMMENCE.

39



MR. SPEAKER, IN 2008, FURTHER SURVEYS FOR OIL
AND GAS WERE CONDUCTED COVERING AROUND
LAKES TANGANYIKA, MWERU WANTIPA, BANGWEULU
AND IN THE ZAMBEZ!| AND KAFUE RIVER BASINS.

THERE HAVE BEEN POSITIVE RESULTS. SOIL SAMPLES
FROM THESE AREAS HAVE BEEN SENT ABROAD FOR
LABORATORY ANALYSIS. BUT THOSE ARE FOR THE
FUTURE. MY GOVERNMENT IS OF COURSE CONCERNED
FOR TODAY. WE DO ALL WE CAN TO ENSURE THAT
ZAMBIANS HAVE A SUPPLY OF FUEL BOTH STABLE IN
SUPPLY AND IN PRICE.

CRUDE OIL PRICES HAVE FALLEN FROM WELL OVER A
HUNDRED DOLLARS A BARREL TO AROUND FORTY.
BOTH THE INDIVIDUAL AND INDUSTRY WILL BENEFIT
FROM THESE FALLING PRICES. THE MMD GOVERNMENT
HAS KEPT THE PROMISE TO LOWER FUEL PRICES.
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INFRASTRUCTURE

MR SPEAKER, IN AN EFFORT TO MAKE ZAMBIA A
REGIONAL ECONOMIC HUB, GOVERNMENT WILL
CONTINUE i:"PROVING INFRASTRUCTURE SUCH AS
ROADS, RAILWAY LINES, AIRPORTS AND CANALS TO
IMPROVE ACCESSIBILITY AND REDUCE TRANSPORT
COSTS.

BEING LANDLOCKED, ZAMBIA’S ECONOMIC
COMPETITIVENESS DEPENDS ON AN EFFICIENT
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS.

WE WILL BE DEVELOPING THE NORTH-SOUTH
CORRIDOR AS PART OF AN AID-FOR-TRADE INITIATIVE.

THE CORRIDOR INVOLVES CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS,
RAIL AND BORDER FACILITIES STRETCHING FROM
TANZANIA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO, ZAMBIA
TO OTHER SOUTHERN AFRICAN COUNTRIES.

A DONOR PLEDGING CONFERENCE WILL TAKE PLACE
IN APRIL IN ZAMBIA TO MOBILISE RESOURCES FOR

INFRASTRUCTURE.
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MR SPEAKER, ROAD CONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION
AND MAINTENANCE COUNTRYWIDE REMAINS A HIGH
PRIORITY FOR THE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY.

EARTH MOVING AND ENGINEERING EQUIPMENT WHICH
HAS BEEN DISTRIBUTED TO ALL PROVINCES, WILL
FACILITATE THE COMPLETION OF ONGOING PROJECTS.
MAY | REQUEST MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT TO ENSURE
THAT THE EQUIPMENT IS USED FOR THE INTENDED
PURPOSE.

THE COMPLETION AND COMMISSIONING OF THE
MWANAWASA BRIDGE AT CHEMBE HAS SHORTENED
THE ROUTE FROM THE COPPERBELT AND LUAPULA
THROUGH TO THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO
AND IN THE OTHER DIRECTION TO EAST AFRICA.

FURTHER, GOVERNMENT IN COLLABORATION WITH
NEIGHBOURING BOTSWANA HAS COMMISSIONED A
FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A
BRIDGE AT KAZUNGULA BORDER.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE
PROVIDES AN ALTERNATIVE AND CHEAPER MODE OF
TRANSPORT TO THE ALREADY OVER BURDENED ROAD
INFRASTRUCTURE.

GOVERNMENT, THEREFORE, ENCOURAGES INVESTORS
BOTH LOCAL AND FOREIGN TO PARTNER IN THE
CONSTRUCTION OF RAIL LINES SUCH AS CHIPATA-
MPIKA, NSELUKA-MPULUNGU, SOLWEZI-CHINGOLA,
SOLWEZI-LUMWANA-BENGUELA, MULOBEZI-NAMIBIA
AND KAFUE-LIONS DEN.

MR SPEAKER, THE PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP
POLICY WILL GIVE IMPETUS TO INVESTORS IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE. THE
PARTNERSHIP WILL ADDRESS FINANCIAL
CONSTRAINTS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CAPITAL
PROJECTS. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE A LEGAL
FRAMEWORK TO THIS POLICY, GOVERNMENT THIS
INTENDS TO TABLE THE PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP
BILL.
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WITH REGARD TO TAZARA, THE GOVERNMENTS OF
TANZANIA AND ZAMBIA ARE CONSIDERING A NUMBER
OF POLICY OPTIONS, INCLUDING ENGAGING A PRIVATE
EQUITY PARTNER TO RESUSCITATE THE COMPANY.

ANOTHER RAIL PROJECT WHICH WILL FACILITATE
REGIONAL TRADE IS THE CHIPATA-MCHINJI RAILWAY
LINE WHICH IS NEARING COMPLETION.

RAIL HAS A VITAL ROLE TO PLAY IN A COUNTRY THE
SIZE OF ZAMBIA. IT CAN DELIVER SO MUCH MORE BUT
INVESTMENT IN NEEDED.

IT IS THE GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION TO CONDUCT A
REVIEW TO SEE HOW THE RAIL NETWORK CAN BETTER
SERVE THE COUNTRY.

SOCIAL SERVICES

MR. SPEAKER, MY GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO

ACHIEVING THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS IN
THE FIELD OF SOCIAL SERVICES.
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ECONOMIC POLICIES CAN PROVIDE THE
FOUNDATIONS BUT TO THEM WE NEED TO ADD GOOD
QUALITY SOCIAL SERVICES SUCH AS HEALTH AND
EDUCATION.

HEALTH

MR. SPEAKER, A HEALTHY POPULATION IS A
PREREQUISITE TO GOOD LEVELS OF NATIONAL
PRODUCTIVITY.

IN' MY INAUGURAL SPEECH, | STRESSED THE NEED FOR
PROGRESS IN HEALTHCARE. LIFE THREATENING
DISEASES LIKE HIV AND AIDS, MALARIA, CHOLERA AND
TUBERCULOSIS MUST BE COMBATED.

THE BATTLE AGAINST SUCH DISEASES IS NOT FOR
GOVERNMENT ALONE BUT ALSO REQUIRES THE
EFFORTS OF EVERYONE IN THE COUNTRY.

MR. SPEAKER, IN 2009, GOVERNMENT WILL

ACCELERATE EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH
SECTOR.
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THE RESTRUCTURING PROCESS FOR HOSPITALS AT
ALL LEVELS INCLUDING DISTRICTS WILL BE
COMPLETED AND THE DRUG SUPPLY, MANAGEMENT
AND LOGISTICS WILL BE STRENGTHENED AT DISTRICT
LEVEL.

IN AN EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH
INFRASTRUCTURE, GOVERNMENT IS CURRENTLY
CONSTRUCTING 15 OF THE 19 EARMARKED DISTRICT
HOSPITALS. THESE WILL BE COMPLEMENTED IN THE
RURAL AREAS BY MOBILE CLINICS, WHICH
GOVERNMENT IS CURRENTLY NEGOTIATING TO
PROCURE FROM A FRIENDLY COUNTRY.

MY GOVERNMENT WILL PROMOTE HEALTH EDUCATION.
MANY DISEASES CAN BE AVOIDED THROUGH

ADOPTING SIMPLE MEASURES. PEOPLE DIE
NEEDLESSLY THROUGH IGNORANCE, THIS MUST STOP.

WE MUST PAY ATTENTION TO THE HYGIENIC WAY OF
LIVING. PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE!
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MY ADMINISTRATION WILL ALSO INTRODUCE THE
SOCIAL HEALTH INSURANCE AS ONE OF THE
STRATEGIES TO INCREASE ACCESSIBILITY TO HEALTH
CARE SERVICES. THIS WILL COMPLIMENT THE
GOVERNMENT POLICY OF FREE MEDICAL SERVICES
FOR TARGETED GROUPS.

THE ZAMBIA HEALTH WORKERS RETENTION SCHEME,
WHICH WAS A PILOT PROGRAMME‘ TARGETING
DOCTORS, NOW COVERS CLINICAL OFFICERS,
NURSES, TUTORS, ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
TECHNICIANS, PHARMACISTS, LABORATORY
TECHNICIANS AND MIDWIVES. THE EMPHASIS OF THIS
SCHEME WILL SHIFT TO THE REMOTE AND HARD-TO-
REACH HEALTH FACILITIES.

FURTHER, MY ADMINISTRATION INTENDS TO TABLE
BEFORE THIS HOUSE THE HEALTH PROFESSION BILL,
WHICH HARMONISE THE REGULATION OF THE HEALTH
PROFESSION IN ZAMBIA.
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EDUCATION

MR. SPEAKER, | STATED IN MY INAUGURATION SPEECH
THAT EDUCATION IS A MEANS OUT OF POVERTY AND A
PATH TO PROSPERITY. THE IMPORTANCE OF
EDUCATION IN THE ATTAINMENT OF THE VISION 2030
CANNOT, THEREFORE, BE OVER EMPHASISED.

GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE WITH ITS POLICY OF
INCREASING ACCESS TO AND IMPROVING THE QUALITY
OF EDUCATION AT ALL LEVELS PARTICULARLY, FOR
THE RURAL AREAS.

TO SUPPORT THESE MEASURES, GOVERNMENT HAS
ALSO EMBARKED ON INCREASING THE NUMBER OF
SCHOOL PLACES BOTH AT BASIC AND HIGH SCHOOL
LEVEL. IN THIS REGARD, GOVERNMENT HAS
CONSTRUCTED 1,527 CLASSROOMS AT ALREADY
EXISTING SCHOOLS, WHILE PROVISION HAS BEEN
MADE FOR ANOTHER 2,500 CLASSROOMS AT BASIC
SCHOOL LEVEL THIS YEAR.
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IN THE CONTINUED EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY
OF EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT IN 2008 RECRUITED
5000 TEACHERS WHO WILL BE ABLE TO POSITIVELY
IMPACT THE PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO. IN 2009 ANOTHER
5000 TEACHERS WILL BE RECRUITED.

MR. SPEAKER, AT TERTIARY LEVEL, GOVERNMENT
TRANSFORMED THE NATIONAL COLLEGE FOR
MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT STUDIES IN KABWE
INTO THE MULUNGUSHI UNIVERSITY.

IN 2009, THE GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE WITH
REHABILITATION WORKS AT THE VARIOUS
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING. THIS INCLUDES
THE CONVERTING OF THE DILAPIDATED MULAKUPIKWA
POLICE COLLEGE IN CHINSALI INTO A TEACHER
EDUCATION COLLEGE SPECIALISING IN THE
SCIENCES.

PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE IN UPGRADING OF
NKRUMAH TEACHERS TRAINING COLLEGE AND
COPPERBELT SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHER
TRAINING COLLEGE.
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| ALSO WISH TO COMMEND THE OPERATORS OF
PRIVATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES WHO
CONTINUE TO SUPPLEMENT GOVERNMENT EFFORTS
AT INCREASING ACCESS AT THIS HIGHER LEVEL OF
EDUCATION. | MUST THANK FOR THE CHURCHES WHO
HAVE ALSO CONTRIBUTED TO THIS SECTOR THROUGH
THEIR SCHOOLS.

THESE ZAMBIAN UNIVERSITIES ARE FAST BECOMING
A REGIONAL LEARNING HUB BY ATTRACTING STUDENTS
FROM ANGOLA, CONGO, AND MALAWI.

TO STREAMLINE THE OPERATIONS OF THESE PRIVATE
INSTITUTIONS, GOVERNMENT IS IN THE PROCESS OF
FINALIZING GUIDELINES THROUGH THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HIGHER EDUCATION
QUALIFICATION AUTHORITY.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND HOUSING

MR. SPEAKER, MY GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES THAT

FROM AN ECONOMIC POINT OF VIEW, EFFECTIVE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROVIDES ACCESS TO VARIOUS
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DEVELOPMENTAL ASSETS SUCH AS LAND, AS WELL AS
VARIOUS SOCIAL SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE.

IT IS CLEAR, THEREFORE, THAT ZAMBIA'S STRATEGIES
FOR UNLOCKING THE COUNTRY'S PRODUCTIVE
RESOURCES FOR WEALTH CREATION NECESSARILY
DEPEND ON THE ABILITY TO CRAFT A NEW
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND
A VIABLE LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

IN THIS REGARD, MY GOVERNMENT WILL THIS YEAR
WORK TOWARDS ADOPTING THE DECENTRALISATION
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN WHICH FORMS THE PRIMARY
BASIS FOR FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

IN ORDER TO ADDRESS ISSUES OF CAPACITY IN LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, MY ADMINISTRATION INTENDS TO
INTRODUCE THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE
COMMISSION.
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THIS WILL BE DONE THROUGH AN AMENDMENT TO THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT AND THE SERVICE
COMMISSIONS ACT, WHICH WILL BE TABLED IN THIS
HOUSE THIS YEAR. THE SERVICE COMMISSION WILL
AMONG OTHER THINGS IMPROVE THE RECRUITMENT
AND WELFARE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT STAFF.

MR. SPEAKER, FURTHER, THE CURRENT TENURE OF
MAYORS AND COUNCIL CHAIRPERSONS HAS BEEN A
SUBJECT OF INTENSE DEBATE IN THIS HOUSE AND
OUTSIDE.

GOVERNMENT HAS CAREFULLY LISTENED TO CALLS
FROM VARIOUS STAKEHOLDERS FOR THE EXTENSION
OF THE TERM OF OFFICE FOR THE MAYORS AND
COUNCIL CHAIRPERSONS. IN THIS REGARD, MY
ADMINISTRATION WILL THIS YEAR PRESENT TO THIS
AUGUST HOUSE THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT
BILL, WHICH WILL EXTEND THE TENURE OF OFFICE.
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MR. SPEAKER, ILLEGAL SETTLEMENTS AND
UNPLANNED URBAN SETTLEMENTS CONTINUE TO BE A
SOURCE OF CONCERN FOR THE GOVERNMENT.

THE HIGH RATE OF URBANIZATION WHICH IS
CURRENTLY AT 3.5% PER ANNUM AS OPPOSED TO 3.1%
POPULATION GROWTH RATE POSES A CHALLENGE IN
THE FACE OF INADEQUATE CAPACITY TO PLAN,
IMPLEMENT AND MANAGE URBAN DEVELOPMENT.

IN ORDER TO ADDRESS THIS PROBLEM, GOVERNMENT
INTENDS TO MAKE LEGISLATIVE REFORMS TO THE
RELEVANT STATUTES.

MR. SPEAKER, IN AN EFFORT TO EASE THE MOBILITY
OF CHIEFS, GOVERNMENT BOUGHT 150 MOTOR
VEHICLES FOR CHIEFS UNDER A LOAN SCHEME.

THIS YEAR, MY GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO BUY
THE REMAINING 136 MOTOR VEHICLES FOR THOSE
GAZETTED CHIEFS WHO DID NOT BENEFIT FROM THE
FIRST BATCH SO THAT ALL THE 286 CHIEFS IN THE
COUNTRY ARE CATERED FOR.
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PUBLIC SERVICE MANAGEMENT

MR. SPEAKER, WITHOUT AN EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT
PUBLIC SERVICE SYSTEM, ALL OUR DEVELOPMENTAL
EFFORTS WILL BE IN VAIN.

THE PUBLIC SERVICE PLAYS A VERY IMPORTANT ROLE
IN OUR SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

IT IS THE PUBLIC SERVICE THAT WILL TRANSLATE THE
PEOPLES’' ASPIRATIONS AND EXPECTATION INTO
TANGIBLE RESULTS THROUGH COORDINATION AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND
PROGRAMMES.

IT 1S THIS CIVIL SERVICE WHICH PLAYS A KEY ROLE IN
IMPLEMENTING GOVERNMENT POLICY.

ALL ASPECTS OF DAILY LIFE ARE COVERED, BE IT
ISSUING PASSPORTS, VISAS, LICENCES FOR BUSINESS
AND TOO MANY OTHER SERVICES TO BE MENTIONED.

IT IS, THEREFORE, IMPORTANT TO DEVELOP A CADRE
OF PROFESSIONALLY QUALIFIED, CORRUPT FREE AND
DEDICATED PUBLIC SERVICE. TO THIS EFFECT,
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GOVERNMENT LAUNCHED THE CODE OF ETHICS AND
CONDUCT FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICE.

AT THE SAME TIME, GOVERNMENT IS WORKING
TOWARDS ADDRESSING THE MANY CHALLENGES
FACING THE PUBLIC SERVICE, AMONG THEM
INADEQUATE REMUNERATION, SHORTAGE HOUSING
AND TECHNICAL CAPACITIES.

GENDER

MR. SPEAKER, ZAMBIA IS A SIGNATORY TO A NUMBER
OF INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL PROTOCOLS ON
GENDER. THE PROTOCOLS AIM AT PROMOTING WOMEN
PARTICIPATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESSES.

| WISH TO REITERATE MY GOVERNMENT’S
COMMITMENT TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF WOMEN
REPRESENTATION IN DECISION MAKING POSITIONS.

IT IS NOT THAT WOMEN CAN PLAY A ROLE IN OUR
SOCIETY; IT IS THAT WOMEN MUST PLAY A ROLE. | WILL
APPOINT WOMEN ON MERIT NOT BECAUSE OF QUOTAS.
| BELIEVE THIS IS THE RIGHT ATTITUDE IF OUR AIM IS

TO ACHIEVE GREATER PRODUCTIVITY.
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DURING THE SECOND SESSION OF THE TENTH
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, GOVERNMENT PROMISED TO
INTRODUCE LEGISLATION TO SPECIFICALLY DEAL
WITH GENDER BASED VIOLENCE.

| AM, THEREFORE, PLEASED TO INFORM THIS HOUSE
THAT GOVERNMENT HAS CONSULTED WIDELY ON THIS
ISSUE AND HAS MADE CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS AND
WILL ENSURE THAT THIS LEGISLATION IS ENACTED IN
PLACE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

SPORT, YOUTH AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT

MR. SPEAKER, CHILDREN AND YOUTHS COMPRISE
MORE THAN 60 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION OF THIS
COUNTRY AND, THEREFORE, DESERVE OUR
ATTENTION AND SUPPORT.

FOLLOWING MY PREDECESSORS’' ADDRESS AT THE
OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE SECOND SESSION OF THE
TENTH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, MY GOVERNMENT WILL
ESTABLISH THE ZAMBIA COUNCIL FOR THE CHILD.
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TO THIS EFFECT, GOVERNMENT WILL PRESENT THE
ZAMBIA COUNCIL FOR THE CHILD BILL FOR
CONSIDERATION BY THIS HOUSE THIS YEAR. THIS WILL
STRENGTHEN THE COORDINATION AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMMES.

IN TERMS OF CAPACITY BUILDING FOR THE YOUTH,
THE DEFENCE FORCES HAVE SUCCESSFULLY
COMPLETED TRAINING OF THE SECOND INTAKE OF
YOUTHS AT THE ZAMBIA NATIONAL SERVICE TRAINING

CENTRES.

| AM HAPPY, MR SPEAKER, TO INFORM THE HOUSE THAT
ABOUT 100 OF THESE GRADUATES HAVE BEEN
EMPLOYED BY THE ZAMBIA NATIONAL SERVICE.

IN ADDITION, THOSE THAT OBTAINED RELEVANT
QUALIFICATIONS WILL BE ABSORBED IN THE
TECHNICAL EDUCATION VOCATIONAL AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP TRAINING INSTITUTIONS.
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|, THEREFORE, URGE THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO
ABSORB SOME OF THE REMAINING GRADUATES
FOLLOWING THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF
THIS PROGRAMME, GOVERNMENT WILL EXPAND IT IN
2009.

IN THE AREA OF SPORT, THE GOVERNMENT, IN 2008,
EMBARKED ON A PROJECT TO IDENTIFY TALENTED
YOUNG ATHLETES IN VARIOUS SPORTS DISCIPLINES,
ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF MODERN SPORT
COMPLEXES AND HOSTELS IN INSTITUTIONS OF
HIGHER LEARNING IN LUSAKA IN READINESS FOR THE
2011 ALL AFRICA GAMES WHICH ZAMBIA HAD OFFERED
TO HOST.

UNDER THE CURRENT FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES IT IS
IMPERATIVE THAT GOVERNMENT PRUDENTLY USES
THE LIMITED RESOURCES. IT IS IN THIS VEIN THAT
GOVERNMENT WAS REGRETTABLY COMPELLED, TO
WITHDRAW THE OFFER TO HOST THE 2011 ALL AFRICA
GAMES.
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DESPITE THE WITHDRAWAL TO HOST THE 2011 ALL
AFRICA GAMES, GOVERNMENT WILL GO AHEAD WITH
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE HOSTELS AND SPORTS
COMPLEXES.

GOVERNANCE

MR. SPEAKER, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE PRINCIPLES
OF ACCOUNTABILITY, TRANSPARENCY AND GOOD
GOVERNANCE, GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE
BUILDING ON OUR YOUNG DEMOCRACY WITH ALL THE
NECESSARY TENETS. WE SHALL ALSO CONTINUE
UPHOLDING THE RULE OF LAW AND THE POLICY OF
ZERO TOLERANCE TO CORRUPTION.

MR. SPEAKER, AS A WAY OF ENHANCING DEMOCRACY
AND GOOD GOVERNANCE, GOVERNMENT, IN
SEPTEMBER 2008 INAUGURATED THE NATIONAL
GOVERNING COUNCIL OF THE AFRICAN PEER REVIEW
MECHANISM. THE COUNCIL IS MANDATED TO OVERSEE
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AFRICAN PEER REVIEW

MECHANISM.
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THE PROCESS IS CRITICAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THE
COUNTRY’'S GOVERNANCE SYSTEM IN AREAS OF
DEMOCRACY, POLITICAL GOVERNANCE, ECONOMIC
GOVERNANCE, CORPORATE GOVERNANCE AND
SOCIO-ECONOMIC GOVERNANCE.

MR. SPEAKER, MY ADMINISTRATION REMAINS
COMMITTED TO FIGHTING CORRUPTION, WHICH AS WE
ALL KNOW, ERODES INVESTOR AND PUBLIC
CONFIDENCE, AND ON A DEEPER LEVEL, ERODES OUR
VALUES AS ZAMBIANS. CORRUPTION ALSO DIVERTS
THE SCARCE RESOURCES FROM NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT.

LET ME SOUND THESE WORDS OF WARNING.
GOVERNMENT WILL SUPPORT THOSE WHO ARE
PREPARED TO WORK HARD AND PUT IN AN HONEST
DAYS LABOUR.

FOR THOSE WHO GO OUTSIDE OF THE LAW THEY WILL
BE CAUGHT AND PUNISHED.
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THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION WILL CONTINUE.
CORRUPTION IS A SCOURGE AND IT WILL BE ROOTED
OUT.

THE TASKFORCE ON CORRUPTION CONTINUES TO DO
A GOOD JOB.

FUNDING WILL BE INCREASED FOR THE ANTI
CORRUPTION COMMISSION (ACC), MAKING IT MORE
EFFICIENT AND MORE EFFECTIVE.

THE ACC WILL REMAIN THE MAIN BODY FIGHTING
CORRUPTION IN OUR COUNTRY AND WILL HAVE THE
FULL SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT.

WE LEAD BY EXAMPLE, LAST YEAR WE WITNESSED THE
ROLL OUT OF INTEGRITY COMMITTEES IN SELECTED
GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES.

MR. SPEAKER, FURTHER, COMMITMENT TO FIGHTING
CORRUPTION HAS BEEN SHOWN IN THE SIGNING AND
RATIFYING OF INTERNATIONAL PROTOCOLS AND
CONVENTIONS AGAINST CORRUPTION.
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HUMAN RIGHTS

MR. SPEAKER, HUMAN RIGHTS ARE A NECESSARY
COMPONENT IN THE FIGHT AGAINST POVERTY.
GOVERNMENT WILL, THEREFORE, REMAIN FOCUSSED
ON FIGHTING POVERTY THROUGH THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF VARIOUS DEVELOPMENTAL
PROJECTS IN ORDER TO ENSURE OUR STEADY MARCH
TOWARDS A SOCIETY IN WHICH OUR PEOPLE ENJOY
THEIR BASIC RIGHTS.

MR. SPEAKER,IN THE YEAR 2008, ZAMBIA CONTINUED
TO REGISTER POSITIVE PROGRESS IN THE AREA OF
HUMAN RIGHTS.

AS YOU MAY RECALL, WE WERE ONE OF THE FIRST 47
MEMBER STATES OF THE NEW UNITED NATIONS HUMAN
RIGHTS COUNCIL. ZAMBIA WAS RE-ELECTED FOR A
FRESH MANDATE AS MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL IN 2008.

| BELIEVE THIS WAS AS A DIRECT RESULT OF THE

POSITIVE STEPS THE COUNTRY HAS CONTINUED TO
MAKE IN THIS AREA AND THE FAITH THE
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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAS IN OUR ABILITY TO
CONTRIBUTE TO THE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS ARRANGEMENTS.

ELECTORAL REFORMS

MR. SPEAKER, DURING 2008, THE ELECTORAL
COMMISSION OF ZAMBIA CONTINUED WITH ELECTORAL
REFORMS AIMED AT ENHANCING THE ELECTORAL
PROCESS.

HOWEVER, THE LAST ELECTION DID NOT INCLUDE
THOSE CITIZENS WHO HAD BECOME OF VOTING AGE
IN THE PERIOD BETWEEN THE LAST 2006 ELECTIONS
AND OCTOBER 2008.

DUE TO BUDGETARY CONSTRAINTS, THE ELECTORAL
COMMISSION COULD NOT AFFORD TO REGISTER
NEWLY QUALIFIED VOTERS AND THEREBY RELIED ON
THE 2006 VOTERS ROLL.

IN ORDER TO ADDRESS THIS SITUATION, THIS YEAR,
THE COMMISSION PLANS TO UNDERTAKE THE
CONTINUOUS VOTER REGISTRATION EXERCISE AS
PROVIDED FOR IN THE ELECTORAL ACT.
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MEDIA

MR. SPEAKER, THE MEDIA WILL REMAIN A USEFUL
PARTNER TO THE GOVERNMENT IN THE FIGHT AGAINST
CORRUPTION, POVERTY AND THE HIV AND AIDS
PANDEMIC. INDEED, IT CONTINUES TO PLAY AN
IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE PROVISION OF INFORMATION
TO THE POPULACE.

IT WILL ALSO CONTINUE TO INFORM THE PUBLIC ON
THE VARIOUS GOVERNMENT PROGRAMMES AS
HIGHLIGHTED IN THIS ADDRESS.

LET ME TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO COMMEND THE
MEDIA IN THE MANNER THEY KEPT THE NATION
INFORMED DURING THE SICKNESS AND SUBSEQUENT
DEMISE OF OUR LATE PRESIDENT AND DURING THE
FUNERAL PERIOD.

GOVERNMENT ALSO APPRECIATES THE ROLE THEY

PLAYED DURING OUR RECENT PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION.
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GOVERNMENT WILL REVIEW THE LICENCE SYSTEM SO
AS TO ALLOW EXISTING AND NEW BROADCASTERS,
BOTH RADIO AND TELEVISION TO COVER MORE OF THE
COUNTRY IN TERMS OF SIGNAL COVERAGE. WE WANT
TO SEE COMPETITION IN THIS SECTOR.

MR. SPEAKER, RECENTLY, THERE HAVE BEEN CALLS
IN THIS HOUSE FOR THE STATE TO REGULATE THE
MEDIA IN THE COUNTRY. HOWEVER, MY
ADMINISTRATION BELIEVES IN MEDIA SELF-
REGULATION.

HOWEVER, THE ONUS REMAINS ON THE MEDIA TO
WORK OUT SUCH REGULATIONS WHICH MUST BE
RESPECTED BY ALL AND CLEARLY STIPULATE THE
SANCTIONS AGAINST ERRING JOURNALISTS OR MEDIA
HOUSES.

WITH THAT IN MIND | WOULD URGE ALL MEDIA OUTLETS
AND PRACTITIONERS TO CONSIDER JOINING THE
MEDIA ETHICS COUNCIL. | WOULD RATHER THIS BE
THE COURSE OF ACTION RATHER THAN FORCING
GOVERNMENT TO ACT. IF OTHER MEDIA HOUSES THINK
THEY ARE ABOVE SELF REGULATION AND REFUSE TO
COOPERATE WITH THEIR COLLEAGUES IN THE MEDIA
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ETHICS COUNCIL, THEN GOVERNMENT WILL ASSIST TO
PROVIDE ONE.

IN. THE CONTINUED MEDIA LAW REFORMS,
GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO MAKE APPOINTMENTS OF
BOARDS OF INDEPENDENT BROADCASTING
AUTHORITY  AND THE ZAMBIA NATIONAL
BROADCASTING CORPORATION DURING THE YEAR.

FOREIGN POLICY, DEFENCE AND SECURITY

MR. SPEAKER, ZAMBIA'S FOREIGN POLICY TAKES INTO
ACCOUNT, AMONG OTHERS, ITS GEO-POLITICAL
SITUATION IN THE SUB REGION. IN THIS REGARD, THE
POLICY OF GOOD NEIGHBOURLINESS HAS, SINCE 1964,
BEEN A KEY GUIDE IN OUR RELATIONS WITH
COUNTRIES IN THE REGION.

MR. SPEAKER, AS | MENTIONED IN MY INAUGURAL
SPEECH, | WANT ZAMBIA TO BE A HUB FOR THE SUB
REGION. TO REALISE THIS GOAL, WE NEED TO
REMOVE THE SOURCES OF CONFLICTS IN THE REGION.
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MY GOVERNMENT WILL, THEREFORE, PLAY A
PROACTIVE ROLE IN ADDRESSING THE POCKETS OF
INSTABILITY, TENSION AND CONFLICT IN THE REGION
THROUGH DIPLOMACY, IN ORDER TO ACCELERATE THE
ATTAINMENT OF REGIONAL STABILITY CONDUCIVE TO
THE ACHIEVEMENT OF OUR 2030 NATIONAL VISION.

ZAMBIA, AS A MEMBER OF THE AFRICAN UNION,
COMMON MARKET FOR EASTERN AND SOUTHERN
AFRICA AND THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNITY SUPPORTS PEACEFUL EFFORTS AIMED AT
RESOLVING CONFLICTS THROUGH DIALOGUE AND
MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING.

WE SHALL SEEK TO FIND LASTING SOLUTIONS TO THE
NUMEROUS CHALLENGES ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT,
IN PARTICULAR, THOSE IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO, SUDAN AND ZIMBABWE. WE, IN ZAMBIA ARE
CONCERNED ABOUT THESE SITUATIONS AS THEY POSE
A THREAT TO PEACE AND SECURITY IN THE REGION.
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MR. SPEAKER, AS WE FACE THE GLOBAL ECONOMIC
CRISIS, IT IS NECESSARY FOR MY GOVERNMENT TO
MAINTAIN STRATEGIC SOUTH-SOUTH PARTNERSHIPS
THROUGH DIALOGUE IN SUCH INITIATIVES AS THE
CHINA-AFRICA FORUM ON COOPERATION, TOKYO
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR AFRICAN
DEVELOPMENT, AFRICA-INDIA, KOREA INITIATIVE FOR
AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT AND THE BRAZIL-AFRICA
FORUM.

MR. SPEAKER, EUROPE PLAYS A BIG ROLE IN ZAMBIA'S
DEVELOPMENT AGENDA THROUGH DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION. THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WERE
INSTRUMENTAL IN THE CANCELLATION OF ZAMBIA'S
EXTERNAL DEBT.

| AM EAGER TO BUILD ON OUR LONGSTANDING
RELATIONS WITH EUROPE IN PURSUIT OF OUR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA AND FOR A
MORE PEACEFUL, SECURE AND EQUITABLE WORLD
ORDER.
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MR. SPEAKER, WHILE POLITICAL DIPLOMACY IS THE
BEDROCK OF SOUND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS,
ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY, WHOSE MAIN THRUST IS TO
ATTRACT INVESTMENT IN ORDER TO FOSTER
DEVELOPMENT, IS AN EQUALLY IMPORTANT FACTOR IN
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ZAMBIA'S FOREIGN POLICY.

DEFENCE AND SECURITY

MR. SPEAKER, IN THE AREA OF DEFENCE, OUR
DEFENCE FORCES ARE ENTRUSTED WITH
RESPONSIBILITY OF MAINTAINING PEACE AND
SECURITY TO SAFEGUARD OUR TERRITORIAL
INTEGRITY.

INDEED, ZAMBIA IS COMMITTED TO REDUCING THE
SOURCES OF CONFLICT ON THE CONTINENT THROUGH
TS PARTICIPATION IN PEACEKEEPING EFFORTS IN
SUCH CONFLICT AREAS AS DARFUR IN SUDAN, THE
GREAT LAKES REGION AND THE DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF CONGO IN PARTICULAR, AMONG OTHERS.
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| COMMEND THE DEFENCE FORCES FOR THE HARD
WORK.

CONSTITUTIONALISM

MR. SPEAKER, AS | ADDRESS THIS HOUSE TODAY, THE
NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CONFERENCE HAS, INTER
ALIA, COMPLETED ITS INTERNAL ORGANIZATION AS A
SELF-REGULATING BODY AND HAS ALSO CONSTITUTED
ELEVEN (11) THEMATIC COMMITTEES IN ORDER TO
EXPEDITE ITS DELIBERATIONS ON THE DRAFT
CONSTITUTION.

THE REPORTS OF THE THEMATIC COMMITTEES WILL
BE SUBMITTED TO THE FULL CONFERENCE FOR
CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION.

| WISH TO INFORM THE HOUSE THAT GOVERNMENT
WILL CONTINUE TO RENDER THE NECESSARY
SUPPORT TO THE NCC SO THAT IT SPEEDILY
IMPLEMENTS ITS PROGRAMME AND DELIVERS ITS
DRAFT REPORT AND CONSTITUTION BILL WITHOUT

DELAY.
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A CONSTITUTION IS FOR ALL CITIZENS SO | URGE ALL
ZAMBIANS TO CONTRIBUTE DIRECTLY AND INDIRECTLY
TO THE NEW CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS.

IN THIS REGARD, ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE
TO SIMULTANEOUSLY RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS
FROM ALL OUR DISTRICTS WHEN THE DRAFT REPORT
AND CONSTITUTION ARE READY.

| MUST THANK ALL CONCERNED IN THE NCC FOR THE
FINE WORK THEY ARE DOING, YOU ARE DOING ZAMBIA
A FINE SERVICE.

CONCLUSION

MR. SPEAKER, AS | CONCLUDE, | WISH TO REITERATE

THE PROMISE | MADE TO THE NATION DURING MY

INAUGURATION SPEECH ON THE 2ND NOVEMBER LAST
YEAR, THAT | WILL BE PRESIDENT FOR ALL ZAMBIANS.
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| INVITE ALL ZAMBIANS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR
POLITICAL LEANING, ETHNICITY, RACE OR RELIGIOUS
BACKGROUND, TO UNITE BEHIND OUR COMMON
AGENDA OF DEFEATING POVERTY, CREATING WEALTH
FOR OURSELVES AND PROPELLING ZAMBIA FORWARD,
TOWARDS PROSPERITY.

AS A UNITED COUNTRY WE WILL COME THROUGH 2009
AND BE WELL PREPARED FOR 2010.

WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SOLVE ALL OUR PROBLEMS
THIS YEAR BUT | BELIEVE WE CAN WEATHER THIS
GLOBAL STORM AND WE WILL EMERGE A STRONGER
NATION.

| SEE 2009 AS A YEAR OF FOUNDATION BUILDING AND |
LOOK FORWARD TO REAPING THE REWARDS OF OUR

ENDEAVOURS IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

THE ABUNDANT NATURAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES
WHICH GOD HAS BLESSED OUR COUNTRY WITH WILL
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PROVIDE US A BASE ON WHICH WE MAY DEVELOP OUR
NATION WITH HOPE AND PRIDE.

MR. SPEAKER, | WANT TO ASSURE THIS AUGUST HOUSE
AND THROUGH THIS HOUSE, THE NATION THAT,

| AS PRESIDENT OF THIS REPUBLIC, WANT TO LEAVE
A LEGACY OF MY PRESIDENCY.

|. THEREFORE, COMMIT TO WORK VERY HARD AND
TIRELESSLY TO BUILD THAT LEGACY ESPECIALLY THAT
MY CURRENT TENURE IS ONLY THREE YEARS.

| EXPECT MY MINISTERS, DEPUTY MINISTERS,
PERMANENT SECRETARIES, HEADS OF COMMISSIONS
AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, PARASTATAL CHIEF
EXECUTIVES TO PERFORM NO DIFFERENTLY. | WANT
EACH ONE OF THEM TO OBSERVE DISCIPLINE AND PUT
IN AN HONEST EIGHT HOURS PLUS WORK DAILY.
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| WILL NOT HESITATE TO PART WAYS WITH THOSE NOT
PREPARED TO PULL THEIR WEIGHT IN THE CRUSADE
TO MOVE OUR COUNTRY FORWARD

SO FELLOW ZAMBIANS, LET US UNITE, LOOK TOWARDS
OUR FUTURE WITH HOPE AND WITH PRIDE AND LET US

BUILD A PROSPEROUS ZAMBIA.

MR. SPEAKER, | THANK YOU.
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