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INTRODUCTION  

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO BE BACK IN THIS AUGUST HOUSE AFTER 

OUR MAIDEN ADDRESS ON 13TH SEPTEMBER, 2021, WHEN WE 

OFFICIALLY OPENED THE FIRST SESSION OF THE THIRTEENTH 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

 

TODAY, WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS 

THE HOUSE AND INDEED THE NATION, ON THE PROGRESS MADE IN 

THE APPLICATION OF NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES.  

 

THIS IS A REQUIREMENT UNDER ARTICLES 9 AND 86 (1) OF THE 

ZAMBIAN CONSTITUTION. 

 

OBITUARY 

 

MADAM SPEAKER,  

 

ALLOW US TO BEGIN BY PAYING TRIBUTE TO OUR FALLEN 

HONOURABLE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR KABWATA 

CONSTITUENCY, MR. LEVY MKANDAWIRE, WHO PASSED AWAY ON 

18TH NOVEMBER, 2021.  
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HIS UNTIMELY DEATH HAS ROBBED THE PEOPLE OF KABWATA 

CONSTITUENCY, THIS AUGUST HOUSE, AND THE NATION AT LARGE 

OF HIS VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, HONOURABLE MEMBERS, LET US BE 

UPSTANDING AND OBSERVE A MINUTE OF SILENCE IN HONOUR OF 

THE LATE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT. 

 

(PAUSE FOR A MINUTE OF SILENCE) 

 

MAY THE SOUL OF OUR DEPARTED MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT REST 

IN ETERNAL PEACE. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

FOLLOWING THE UNTIMELY DEATH OF MR. LEVY MKANDAWIRE, A 

BY-ELECTION WAS HELD ON 3RD FEBRUARY, 2022 AND THE PEOPLE 

OF KABWATA CONSTITUENCY ELECTED MR. ANDREW TAYENGWA, 

AS THEIR NEW MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT. 

 

WE CONGRATULATE YOU, MR. TAYENGWA, AND WE URGE YOU TO 

SERVE YOUR CONSTITUENCY AND THE COUNTRY WITH HONOUR 

AND DISTINCTION.  
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MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

THE NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES, AS ENSHRINED IN 

ARTICLE 8 OF THE CONSTITUTION, ARE: 

 

i. MORALITY AND ETHICS; 

ii. PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL UNITY; 

iii. DEMOCRACY AND CONSTITUTIONALISM; 

iv. HUMAN DIGNITY, EQUITY, SOCIAL JUSTICE, EQUALITY AND 

NON-DISCRIMINATION; 

v. GOOD GOVERNANCE AND INTEGRITY; AND  

vi. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

AS THE NEW DAWN ADMINISTRATION, WE RECOGNISE THE 

IMPORTANCE OF THESE NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES IN 

SHAPING OUR INDIVIDUAL AND NATIONAL CHARACTER.  

 

AT INDIVIDUAL LEVEL, THEY SHAPE THE MORAL FIBRE FOR 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT.   

 

AT INSTITUTIONAL LEVEL, THEY GUIDE IN DECISION MAKING AND 

IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES.   
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AT NATIONAL LEVEL, THESE VALUES AND PRINCIPLES ARE AN 

IMPORTANT MORAL COMPASS.   

 

THEY PROMOTE HARD WORK, ACCOUNTABILITY AND SELF-

DISCIPLINE WHICH ARE CRITICAL TO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.  

 

WE SHOULD, THEREFORE, EMBRACE THESE VALUES AND 

PRINCIPLES AND MAKE THEM OUR WAY OF LIFE. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

ALLOW ME TO REPORT ON THE PROGRESS WE HAVE MADE AS A 

COUNTRY IN THE APPLICATION OF OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND 

PRINCIPLES FOR THE PERIOD UNDER REVIEW. 

 

 

MORALITY AND ETHICS 

 

AS A NATION, WE HAVE MADE PROGRESS IN THE APPLICATION OF 

MORALITY AND ETHICS.   

 

HOWEVER, MORE REMAINS TO BE DONE AS INCIDENCES OF 

IMMORAL AND UNETHICAL CONDUCT CONTINUE TO BE HIGH.  
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THESE INCLUDE:  

• ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE,  

• CHILD MARRIAGES,  

• TEENAGE PREGNANCIES,  

• GENDER BASED VIOLENCE,  

• CORRUPTION  

• AND ABUSE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 

TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIAL MEDIA. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER,  

 

IN ORDER TO CURB ALCOHOL ABUSE, GOVERNMENT HAS 

CONTINUED TO IMPLEMENT THE NATIONAL ALCOHOL POLICY, 

WHICH PROVIDES FOR A COORDINATED RESPONSE TO ADDRESS 

THE SCOURGE.   

 

IN IMPLEMENTING THE POLICY, ONE OF THE MEASURES HAS BEEN 

THE SENSITISATION OF CITIZENS ON THE DANGERS OF ALCOHOL 

AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE.  

 

GOVERNMENT IS ALSO PROVIDING REHABILITATION SERVICES 

WHICH ARE AVAILABLE IN PROVINCIAL HOSPITALS, AS WELL AS 

IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS IN SELECTED DISTRICTS. 
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MADAM SPEAKER,  

 

GOVERNMENT ENACTED THE CANNABIS ACT NO. 33 OF 2021 AND 

THE NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES ACT NO. 

35 OF 2021 TO, AMONG OTHER THINGS, REGULATE THE USE OF 

THESE SUBSTANCES. OUR ADMINISTRATION WILL ENSURE THAT 

THESE PIECES OF LEGISLATION ARE EFFECTIVELY ENFORCED.   

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

THE FIGHT AGAINST ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE IS NOT FOR 

GOVERNMENT ALONE.   

 

LET US ALL GET INVOLVED AND HELP OUR FELLOW CITIZENS, 

ESPECIALLY THE YOUTH.   

 

TO THE PARENTS, LET US NOT NEGLECT OUR RESPONSIBILITY OF 

MOULDING OUR CHILDREN INTO MORALLY UPRIGHT CITIZENS.   

 

TO THE CHURCH, CIVIL SOCIETY AND TRADITIONAL LEADERSHIP, 

LET US ALL TAKE INTEREST AND PARTICIPATE IN THE FIGHT 

AGAINST THIS SCOURGE. 

 

TO THE YOUTH, WE URGE YOU TO REFRAIN FROM ABUSING 

ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS.  
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TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR, ESPECIALLY THE LIQUOR INDUSTRY, WE 

IMPLORE YOU TO PUT IN PLACE MEASURES AND PROGRAMMES 

THAT WILL HELP OUR PEOPLE REFRAIN FROM ALCOHOL AND 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE.   

 

WE FURTHER IMPLORE YOU TO OPERATE WITHIN THE CONFINES 

OF THE LAW.   

 

IN PARTICULAR, WE CALL UPON THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO 

STRICTLY ENFORCE THE BY-LAWS THAT REGULATE THE SELL AND 

CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

ANOTHER ISSUE AFFECTING OUR MORAL AND ETHICAL STANDING 

AS A NATION IS THE MANNER IN WHICH INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES (ICT) AS WELL AS SOCIAL 

MEDIA PLATFORMS ARE UTILISED.   

 

THESE PLATFORMS HAVE MADE IT EASY FOR US TO INTERACT, 

SHARE INFORMATION, UNDERTAKE BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS 

AND ENHANCE OUR DEMOCRACY.  
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HOWEVER, GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED THAT SOME OF OUR 

CITIZENS ARE USING THESE PLATFORMS TO PERPETRATE HATE 

SPEECH, CYBERBULLYING, FAKE NEWS, CYBERCRIME AND 

CIRCULATION OF OBSCENE MATERIALS, AMONG OTHER VICES.   

 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE USE THESE PLATFORMS RESPONSIBLY 

FOR THE BETTERMENT OF OUR NATION.  

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO PUT A STOP TO IRRESPONSIBLE 

USE OF “ICT” AS WELL AS ABUSE OF SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS.  

 

THIS VICE MUST NOT BE CELEBRATED OR CONDONED IN OUR 

SOCIETY.  

 

LAWS TO PROTECT CITIZENS FROM THIS ILLEGALITY WILL BE 

ENFORCED VIGOROUSLY. 

 

LET US USE THESE PLATFORMS FOR GOOD AND TO FOSTER THE 

CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT OF OUR DEMOCRACY, CREATIVITY, 

ENTERTAINMENT, LEGITIMATE NEWS AND BUSINESS, TO NAME A 

FEW OPPORTUNITIES IT BRINGS. 
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MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

CHILD MARRIAGES AND TEENAGE PREGNANCIES HAVE REMAINED 

SERIOUS ISSUES IN OUR COUNTRY.   

 

WE HAVE CASES OF GIRLS AS YOUNG AS 12 YEARS OLD BEING 

MARRIED OFF.  

 

WE HAVE CASES OF TEENAGE GIRLS, WHO ARE STILL CHILDREN 

THEMSELVES, HAVING CHILDREN.  

 

THESE TEENAGE GIRLS ARE EXPOSED TO HEALTH COMPLICATIONS 

AND EVEN DEATH.  

 

THIS IS IMMORAL. THIS IS UNACCEPTABLE. THIS SHOULD NOT BE 

TOLERATED. 

 

TO THIS END, WE HAVE PARTNERED WITH TRADITIONAL AND 

CIVIC LEADERS, THE CHURCH AND CIVIL SOCIETY 

ORGANISATIONS TO SENSITISE COMMUNITIES ON THE DANGERS 

OF CHILD MARRIAGES AND TEENAGE PREGNANCIES.   
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FURTHER, GOVERNMENT IS IMPLEMENTING THE SCHOOL RE-

ENTRY POLICY AND THE KEEPING GIRLS IN SCHOOL PROGRAMME 

TO ENSURE THAT THE GIRL CHILD REMAINS IN SCHOOL AND IS 

PROTECTED FROM THESE VICES.   

 

ADDITIONALLY, THE FREE EDUCATION POLICY AMONG OTHER 

MEASURES, WILL FURTHER IMPROVE THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF 

THE GIRL CHILD AND THE COMMUNITIES AT LARGE. 

 

GOING FORWARD, GOVERNMENT WILL HARMONISE ALL CHILD 

RELATED LEGISLATION TO ENHANCE CHILDREN’S RIGHTS AND 

WELFARE.  

 

WE WILL ENFORCE THE LAWS AND BRING TO BOOK THOSE WHO 

MARRY TEENAGE GIRLS, AND PARENTS AND GUARDIANS, WHO 

MARRY OFF OUR GIRLS. 

 

WE WANT OUR CHILDREN TO BE PROTECTED FROM ANY FORM OF 

ABUSE, NEGLECT AND EXPLOITATION.  

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

GENDER BASED VIOLENCE IS ANOTHER VICE THAT CONTINUES TO 

AFFECT OUR COUNTRY.  
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GOVERNMENT IS WORKING WITH VARIOUS STAKEHOLDERS TO 

ADDRESS THIS VICE.   

 

IN 2021, A TOTAL OF 20,540 CASES OF GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 

WERE RECORDED COMPARED TO 26,370 IN 2020.  

 

THIS SUGGESTS A DECREASE OF 22.1 PERCENT.   

 

IN SPITE OF THIS REDUCTION, A LOT STILL NEEDS TO BE DONE.  

 

GOVERNMENT IS ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT ACTS OF GENDER 

BASED VIOLENCE THAT GO UNREPORTED.  

 

THIS IS ESPECIALLY COMMON IN RURAL AREAS.   

 

WE URGE OUR CITIZENS TO BE ALERT, MAKE THIS FIGHT 

PERSONAL AND REPORT ANY FORM OF GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 

TO THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.  

 

THIS IS THE ONLY WAY IN WHICH VICTIMS CAN BE ASSISTED AND 

PERPETRATORS PUNISHED.  
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GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO WORK WITH ALL 

STAKEHOLDERS IN IMPLEMENTING MEASURES AIMED AT 

REDUCING INCIDENCES OF GENDER BASED VIOLENCE IN OUR 

COMMUNITIES.  

 

WORKING TOGETHER, WE CAN REDUCE TO MINIMUM, GENDER 

BASED VIOLENCE. 

 

WE MUST LOVE ONE ANOTHER, BECAUSE WHERE LOVE IS PRESENT, 

THERE WILL BE NO VIOLENCE. 

 

OUR HOUSEHOLDS, OUR COMMUNITIES AND OUR NATION, WILL 

BE BETTER OFF IF WE LEAD OUR LIVES WITH LOVE FOR ONE 

ANOTHER. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

ETHICAL CONDUCT IS CRITICAL TO ACHIEVING OUR 

DEVELOPMENT AGENDA.  

 

WE NEED A PROFESSIONAL AND ETHICAL WORKFORCE. IT IS IN 

THIS REGARD THAT GOVERNMENT HAS CONTINUED TO SENSITISE 

PUBLIC SERVICE WORKERS ON CODES OF ETHICS AND CONDUCT. 
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THE NEW DAWN ADMINISTRATION IS DETERMINED TO CHANGE 

THE MIND-SET OF OUR CITIZENS, ESPECIALLY PUBLIC SERVICE 

WORKERS.  

 

WE THEREFORE, CALL UPON ALL PROFESSIONAL BODIES AND 

ASSOCIATIONS TO SENSITISE THEIR MEMBERS ON THEIR 

RESPECTIVE PROFESSIONAL CODES OF CONDUCT AND ENSURE 

THAT THESE ARE ENFORCED TO THE LETTER.   

 

PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL UNITY 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

ZAMBIA IS OUR COUNTRY. ZAMBIA IS OUR HERITAGE.   

 

ZAMBIA BELONGS TO ALL OF US.  

 

IT IS OUR DUTY, THEREFORE, TO NURTURE A STRONG SENSE OF 

PATRIOTISM, WHICH ENTAILS PUTTING THE INTEREST OF OUR 

NATION FIRST.   

 

THIS INCLUDES PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL GOVERNANCE AND 

SAFEGUARDING NATIONAL ASSETS.   

 

THE RESPONSIBILITY TO DEMONSTRATE LOYALTY, LOVE AND 

DEDICATION TO OUR COUNTRY REMAINS WITH US.   
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WE ARE PROUD OF ALL OUR CITIZENS WHO CONTINUE TO CARRY 

THE ZAMBIAN FLAG HIGH WITH A SENSE OF NATIONAL PRIDE IN 

AREAS SUCH AS SPORT, ENTERTAINMENT AND SCIENCE. 

 

LET US BE INSPIRED BY THESE SHINING STARS AND EMULATE 

THEIR HARD WORK AND SENSE OF PATRIOTISM.  

 

WE MUST EMBRACE THE VALUE OF HARD WORK AT PERSONAL, 

ORGANIZATIONAL AND NATIONAL LEVELS.   

 

FROM OUR OWN EXPERIENCE, WORK, WORK, AND MORE WORK, 

DELIVERS RESULTS. 

 

WE MUST BE DISCIPLINED AND AIM FOR EXCELLENCE.   

 

THIS IS THE ONLY WAY WE CAN ENHANCE OUR PRODUCTIVITY AS 

A COUNTRY.  

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

AS A PEOPLE, WE HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY TO CONTINUE 

SAFEGUARDING OUR NATIONAL ASSETS FOR THE COMMON GOOD.   
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WE ARE, HOWEVER, CONCERNED THAT SOME OF OUR NATIONAL 

ASSETS, SUCH AS ELECTRICITY INFRASTRUCTURE, ROAD 

FURNITURE AND MARKETS, CONTINUE TO BE VANDALISED.  

 

THIS VICE MUST BE CONDEMNED AND STOPPED AT ALL COST.  

IT DOES NOT ONLY DISRUPT SERVICE DELIVERY BUT ALSO 

DERAILS PROGRESS TOWARDS A BETTER ZAMBIA.  

 

WE THEREFORE, CALL UPON ALL CITIZENS TO LOVE AND PUT OUR 

COUNTRY AND ITS INTERESTS, FIRST. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

OUR GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO CONTINUE PROMOTING 

THE CONSUMPTION OF LOCALLY PRODUCED GOODS AND 

SERVICES.  

 

THIS IS KEY TO OUR SOCIO-ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION 

AGENDA.  

 

WE ARE MAKING PROGRESS IN THIS AREA AS MORE OF OUR 

CITIZENS ARE CONSUMING OUR LOCAL PRODUCTS.   

 

THIS IS EVIDENCED BY THE INCREASED SHELF SPACE FOR LOCAL 

PRODUCTS IN TRADING AREAS AND SHOPS.  
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WE NOW HAVE 47 LOCAL COMPANIES CERTIFIED TO USE THE 

OFFICIAL PROUDLY ZAMBIAN LOGO, COVERING 565 LOCAL 

PRODUCTS REGISTERED WITH A MARK OF QUALITY UNDER THE 

BUY ZAMBIA CAMPAIGN.  

 

THIS IS PROGRESS COMPARED TO 33 COMPANIES CERTIFIED IN 

2020, COVERING 500 PRODUCTS.  

 

FURTHER, THIS ADMINISTRATION WILL PROMOTE AND 

STRENGTHEN INITIATIVES AIMED AT INCREASING THE USE OF 

LOCAL INPUTS IN VARIOUS PROCESSES AND PRODUCTION VALUE 

CHAINS.  

 

VALUE ADDITION IS AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT, AMONG OTHERS, 

TO DRIVING THE GROWTH OF OUR ECONOMY. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

IT IS GRATIFYING TO WITNESS INCREASED ACTS OF CARE FROM 

CITIZENS AND ORGANISATIONS, WHO HAVE BEEN RENDERING 

SUPPORT TO THE NEEDY ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS.  

 

SOME CITIZENS HAVE BEEN OFFERING THEIR SERVICES AND 

RESOURCES TO SERVE THEIR RESPECTIVE COMMUNITIES.  
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WE SALUTE ALL THOSE WHO VOLUNTEER THEIR SERVICES AND 

PROVIDE RESOURCES IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.  

 

THESE INCLUDE FAITH-BASED ORGANISATIONS, CHURCHES, 

MEMBERS OF THE WARD DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEES AND THE 

COMMUNITY WELFARE ASSISTANCE COMMITTEES, AMONG 

OTHERS. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER,  

 

A NEW DAWN IS HERE.   

 

IT IS TIME TO WORK HARD AND BUILD OUR COUNTRY AS A UNITED 

PEOPLE.  

 

IT IS TIME TO STOP ANY FORM OF DIVISION BASED ON ETHNICITY, 

POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS, OR ANY OTHER DIFFERENCES.   

 

WE ARE ONE ZAMBIA, ONE NATION, ONE PEOPLE.   

 

WE MUST RID OURSELVES OF ACTS THAT DIVIDE US.  

 

WE ARE ZAMBIANS FIRST BEFORE AFFILIATION TO A POLITICAL, 

RELIGIOUS, ETHNIC, OR SOCIAL GROUPING.   

 



 
 

18 
 

IN THIS REGARD, WE MUST ENJOY OUR FREEDOMS AND RIGHTS 

WITHOUT FEAR OF VICTIMISATION.    

 

THERE IS NO HONOUR IN CADREISM, VIOLENCE, AND 

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST FELLOW CITIZENS.  

 

TO THOSE WHO WANT TO COMMIT THESE CRIMES, YOU ARE ON 

YOUR OWN.  

 

THE LAW WILL VISIT YOU REGARDLESS OF YOUR POLITICAL 

AFFILIATION.   

 

WE URGE OUR CITIZENS TO REPORT ANY FORM OF HARASSMENT, 

DISCRIMINATION AND VIOLENCE IN MARKETS, BUS STATIONS OR 

PUBLIC OFFICES TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.   

 

GOVERNMENT WILL UPHOLD THE RULE OF LAW AND ACCORD 

EVERYONE EQUAL TREATMENT IN LINE WITH THE LAW AND OUR 

NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES. 

 

GOING FORWARD, LAW AND ORDER EVERYWHERE AND ALL THE 

TIME, SHOULD BE THE NORM, AND NOT THE VIOLENCE AND 

HOOLIGANISM OF THE PAST. 
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DEMOCRACY AND CONSTITUTIONALISM 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

IN A DEMOCRACY LIKE OURS, THE PEOPLE ARE SUPREME AND ARE 

THE HIGHEST FORM OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY.   

 

INDEED, THE ZAMBIAN PEOPLE ARE OUR MASTERS. 

 

WE ARE PROUD THAT OUR THRIVING DEMOCRACY CONTINUES TO 

BE A SHINING EXAMPLE IN THE REGION AND ON THE CONTINENT.   

 

THERE IS NEED TO ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT THOSE OF US IN 

POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY, ARE THERE, COURTESY OF THE PEOPLE 

OF ZAMBIA, TO SERVE AND NOT TO TAKE AWAY FROM THEM.  

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

THE NEW DAWN ADMINISTRATION IS COMMITTED TO CREATING 

A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD WHERE DEMOCRACY CAN THRIVE AND AN 

ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH POLITICAL ACTORS FREELY COMPETE 

ON IDEAS, CONVICTIONS AND SERVICE.   

 

THIS IS EVIDENT FROM THE RECENTLY HELD BY-ELECTIONS AT 

PARLIAMENTARY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEVELS, WHERE 

POLITICAL PARTIES CAMPAIGNED FREELY DEVOID OF VIOLENCE.  
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WE THANK THE POLITICAL PARTIES, THE PEOPLE OF KABWATA 

CONSTITUENCY IN LUSAKA, LIANGATI WARD IN SENANGA AND 

SOKONTWE WARD IN MILENGE FOR THE PEACEFUL BY-ELECTIONS.  

 

THIS IS INDEED, HOW IT SHOULD BE. 

 

THIS DEMONSTRATES OUR DEEPENING DEMOCRACY.  

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

THE NEW DAWN ADMINISTRATION RESPECTS THE PRINCIPLE OF 

SEPARATION OF POWERS AMONG THE THREE ARMS OF 

GOVERNMENT.  

 

WHILE COORDINATION IS OF VITAL IMPORTANCE, WE WILL, 

HOWEVER, CONTINUE TO RESPECT THE AUTONOMY OF THE 

EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATURE AND JUDICIARY IN CARRYING OUT 

THEIR RESPECTIVE CONSTITUTIONAL MANDATES. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

AS INDICATED, OUR ADMINISTRATION REMAINS COMMITTED TO 

THE RULE OF LAW TO ENSURE AN ORDERLY AND JUST SOCIETY.  
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ALL PERSONS, INSTITUTIONS AND ENTITIES, PUBLIC AND 

PRIVATE, SHALL OPERATE WITHIN THE CONFINES OF THE LAW.  

 

WE WILL ENFORCE THE LAW EQUALLY REGARDLESS OF ONE’S 

STATUS IN SOCIETY.  

 

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE 

TRANSFORMATIONAL AGENDA OF THIS ADMINISTRATION.   

 

IN THIS REGARD, GOVERNMENT SHALL UNDERTAKE ALL 

NECESSARY MEASURES TO GATHER AND BUILD CONSENSUS WITH 

ALL STAKEHOLDERS ON HOW BEST WE CAN GIVE OURSELVES A 

CONSTITUTION THAT REFLECTS OUR SHARED AND CHERISHED 

ASPIRATIONS AS A PEOPLE.   

 

FOR EXAMPLE, SOME OF US WILL CONTINUE TO LOBBY YOU AND 

OTHERS FOR THE NATION TO LEGISLATE AGAINST COSTLY, TIME 

CONSUMING AND DISRUPTIVE BY-ELECTIONS. 

 

ELECTIONS SHOULD HAPPEN ONCE IN EVERY FIVE YEARS. 

 

IN BETWEEN ELECTIONS, WE SHOULD FOCUS ALL AVAILABLE TIME 

AND RESOURCES TO IMPROVING THE LIVES OF OUR FELLOW 

CITIZENS. 
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IN ADDITION, WORKING WITH YOU AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS, 

OUR ADMINISTRATION WILL AMEND THE PUBLIC ORDER ACT IN 

LINE WITH OUR DEMOCRATIC TENETS. 

 

HUMAN DIGNITY, EQUITY, SOCIAL JUSTICE, EQUALITY AND NON-
DISCRIMINATION. 
 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

ENHANCING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT FOR OUR PEOPLE IS A MAJOR 

PRIORITY FOR GOVERNMENT.   

 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO TURNING AROUND OUR ECONOMY TO 

ACCELERATE SOCIO-ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION AND UPLIFT 

THE LIVELIHOODS OF THE CITIZENRY.   

 

IN THIS REGARD, MORE EFFORT WILL BE PLACED ON CREATING 

OPPORTUNITIES AND A CONDUCIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR 

INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

OUR GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO HAVE A DIGNIFIED 

WORKFORCE.  
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EMPLOYERS SHOULD COMPLY WITH OUR LABOUR LAWS AND 

PROVIDE A CONDUCIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR THE WORKERS.  

 

IT IS IN THIS REGARD THAT UNDER THE DECENT WORK 

PROGRAMME, OVER 3,800 LABOUR INSPECTIONS WERE 

UNDERTAKEN IN 2021 TO ENHANCE THE PROTECTION OF 

WORKERS’ RIGHTS, IMPROVE THE WORK ENVIRONMENT AND 

PRODUCTIVITY.   

 

IT IS CLEAR THAT A LOT STILL REMAINS TO BE DONE TO PROMOTE 

THE DECENT WORK AGENDA.  

 

ALL EMPLOYERS SHOULD ENSURE THAT THEY COMPLY WITH 

LABOUR LAWS.   

 

WE ALSO URGE EMPLOYEES TO BRING TO THE ATTENTION OF 

GOVERNMENT, THROUGH THE LABOUR OFFICE, ANY CONCERNS 

THEY MAY HAVE, FOR IMPROVEMENT. 

 

WE BELIEVE THAT, WORKING TOGETHER, THE WORK 

ENVIRONMENT AND PRODUCTIVITY WILL IMPROVE.  
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MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

WE ARE CONCERNED WITH THE HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT LEVELS 

AMONGST OUR YOUTH.  

 

THE NEW DAWN ADMINISTRATION WILL REVIEW, REALIGN AND 

ADD NEW YOUTH EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMMES TO MAKE THEM 

MORE RELEVANT, VIABLE AND SUSTAINABLE.   

 

THIS PROCESS HAS INFACT, ALREADY COMMENCED. 

 

WE URGE THE YOUTH TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 

EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMMES SUCH AS THOSE UNDER THE 

DRAMATICALLY ENHANCED CONSTITUENCY DEVELOPMENT FUND 

(CDF), TO BETTER THEIR LIVES.   

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACCESS TO LAND, MINING LICENCES, 

TIMBER LICENCES, AND CONTRACTS FOR GOODS AND SERVICES 

WILL BE EXPANDED. 

 

ADDITIONALLY, OUR STRATEGY TO PROMOTE INVESTMENT AND 

PRIVATE SECTOR GROWTH WILL NOT ONLY BRING ABOUT 

ECONOMIC GROWTH BUT CREATE JOBS AND BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES. 
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SELF-EMPLOYMENT WILL CONTUNUE TO BE PROMOTED AND 

SHOULD BE VALUED. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER,  

 

AS A NATION, WE HAVE A DUTY TO EDUCATE EVERY ZAMBIAN 

CHILD, REGARDLESS OF STATUS.   

 

AS STATED EARLIER, OUR FIRST BOLD STEP IN THIS REGARD WAS 

TO MAKE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION FREE AT PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS. 

 

WHEN OTHERS MOCKED US THAT THIS WAS NOT POSSIBLE, WE 

INSISTED THAT IT WAS AND WE ARE DOING IT. 

 

ADDITIONALLY, WE ARE ALSO KEEPING MORE VULNERABLE 

CHILDREN IN SCHOOL BY ENHANCING THE SCHOOL FEEDING 

PROGRAMME.   

 

THIS IS NOT ONLY ENSURING THAT PUPILS ARE NOT ABSENT 

FROM CLASS BUT ALSO IMPROVING THEIR LEARNING OUTCOMES.  
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MADAM SPEAKER,  

 

OUR GOVERNMENT IS CONSTRUCTING PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE 

IN ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY TO BRING PUBLIC SERVICES 

CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE AND ADDRESS THE DEVELOPMENT 

INEQUALITIES BETWEEN RURAL AND URBAN AREAS.  

 

RURAL CONNECTIVITY, TRANSPORTATION, ACCESS TO 

ELECTRICITY, AMONG OTHERS, ARE HIGH ON OUR AGENDA.  

 

PROJECTS HAVE BEEN INITIATED AND ONCE COMMISSIONED, 

MORE OF OUR PEOPLE IN PERI-URBAN AND RURAL AREAS WILL 

HAVE ACCESS TO MARKETS, ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY AND EASE OF 

DOING BUSINESS WILL IMPROVE. 

  

WE ARE ALSO WORKING TO ENHANCE ACCESS TO WATER AND 

SANITATION, USING CDF AND OTHER MECHANISMS. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

AS INDICATED, WE HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED AND 

EXPANDED THE CONSTITUENCY DEVELOPMENT FUND FROM 1.6 

MILLION KWACHA TO 25.7 MILLION KWACHA PER CONSTITUENCY.  
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OUR CITIZENS, AT THE CONSTITUENCY LEVEL, NOW HAVE AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO DETERMINE AND IMPLEMENT THEIR 

DEVELOPMENTAL PRIORITIES IN LINE WITH OUR 

DECENTRALISATION AGENDA.  

 

THE PROGRAMMES SHALL BE DRIVEN BY THE COMMUNITY.  

 

THIS WILL PROMOTE ENTREPRENEURSHIP, IMPROVE LOCAL 

ECONOMIES AND THE LIVELIHOODS OF OUR PEOPLE.  

 

 

GOOD GOVERNANCE AND INTEGRITY 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

THE NEW DAWN ADMINISTRATION IS COMMITTED TO GOOD 

GOVERNANCE.  

 

TO THIS END, WE ARE DETERMINED TO SEE TO IT THAT ALL THOSE 

ENTRUSTED WITH PUBLIC AFFAIRS MANAGEMENT MUST BE 

RESPONSIBLE, ACCOUNTABLE AND TRANSPARENT. 

MADAM SPEAKER,  

 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO FIGHTING CORRUPTION, 

STRENGTHENING THE RULE OF LAW AND ENSURING PRUDENCE IN 

THE UTILIZATION OF PUBLIC RESOURCES.  
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CORRUPTION TAKES AWAY THE MUCH-NEEDED RESOURCES FOR 

ECONOMIC GROWTH, JOBS, BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES, 

IMPROVING EDUCATION, HEALTH AND OTHER SOCIAL SERVICES.  

 

CORRUPTION REDUCES THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PUBLIC 

ADMINISTRATION. WE MUST FIGHT CORRUPTION IN ALL ITS 

FORMS AND MANIFESTATIONS.  

 

IT IS THEREFORE WRONG FOR THE CORRUPT TO DELIBERATELY 

AND INTENTIONALLY LABEL THEMSELVES AS VICTIMS IN THE 

FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION SO AS TO GAIN SYMPATHY FROM 

THE PUBLIC. 

 

CHILDREN, WOMEN, THE YOUTH, AND OTHER VULNERABLE 

MEMBERS OF OUR SOCIETY REMAIN THE TRUE VICTIMS OF 

CORRUPTIONS. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER,  

 

GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO ESTABLISHED THE FINANCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC CRIMES COURT TO EXPEDITE THE DISPOSAL OF CASES.  

 

THIS GOVERNMENT WILL NOT FALTER IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 

CORRUPTION. THERE WILL BE NO SACRED COW IN THIS FIGHT.  
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WE MUST ALL DECLARE WAR AGAINST CORRUPTION.  

 

WE ENCOURAGE THOSE WHO ENGAGED IN CORRUPTION TO 

VOLUNTARILY COME FORWARD AND PAY BACK TO SOCIETY WHAT 

THEY TOOK AWAY. 

 

IT IS WISE TO DO SO THAN TO WAIT FOR THE INEVITABLE, 

PROSECUTION AND THE RESULTANT CONSEQUENCES.  

 

WE MUST WORK HARD AND BE FIRM AGAINST UNETHICAL 

CONDUCT IN BOTH OUR PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LIVES.  

IN OUR QUEST TO ENHANCE EFFICIENCY IN THE ADMINISTRATION 

OF JUSTICE, WE ARE DEVOLVING THE RESIDENT JUDGESHIP TO 

THE PROVINCES.   

 

THIS WILL FACILITATE ACCESS TO JUSTICE AT THE EARLIEST 

POSSIBLE TIME BY OUR PEOPLE. REMEMBER, JUSTICE DELAYED IS 

JUSTICE DENIED. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

WE ARE STRENGTHENING MECHANISMS FOR PUBLIC FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT AND PROCUREMENT.   
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GOING FORWARD, A SIMPLE RULE OF THUMB IS THAT WE WILL 

PROCURE GOODS, SERVICES AND WORKS AT THE CORRECT PRICE, 

RIGHT QUALITY AND ENSURE TIMELY DELIVERY.  

 

TO THIS END, WE HAVE PUT IN PLACE MEASURES TO SEAL 

LEAKAGES IN THE PROCUREMENT OF GOODS AND SERVICES IN 

THE PUBLIC SECTOR. 

 

WE SHOULD DEPART FROM THE BAD HABITS OF THE PAST. 

 

IT IS POSSIBLE TO UTILISE PUBLIC RESOURCES PRUDENTLY. 

 

 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

IN OUR EFFORT TO DEVELOP THE COUNTRY, WE ARE PAYING 

SPECIAL ATTENTION TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.  

 

WE HAVE ADOPTED A GROWTH PATH THAT TAKES INTO ACCOUNT 

THE DEVELOPMENTAL INTERESTS OF BOTH PRESENT AND FUTURE 

GENERATIONS.  
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WE WILL ENSURE THAT OUR DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

GUARANTEES INTERGENERATIONAL EQUITY AND ECOLOGICAL 

INTEGRITY.   

 

CLIMATE CHANGE CONTINUES TO THREATEN THE SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT OF OUR COUNTRY.   

 

THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ARE EVIDENT TO ALL OF US.  IN 

THE RECENT PAST, SOME PARTS OF OUR COUNTRY HAVE BEEN 

AFFECTED BY FLOODS AND DROUGHT RESPECTIVELY.  

 

SOME OF OUR PEOPLE HAVE BEEN LEFT HOMELESS. CROPS, 

LIVESTOCK AND OTHER MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD HAVE BEEN 

DESTROYED.  

 

THIS HAS NEGATIVELY AFFECTED THE LIVELIHOODS OF OUR 

PEOPLE. 

 

IT IS, THEREFORE, IMPORTANT THAT, AS A NATION, WE TACKLE 

THE DEVASTATING EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.  

 

IN THIS REGARD, GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO PROMOTE 

UTILISATION OF CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE TECHNOLOGIES 

AND PRACTICES BY OUR FARMERS.  
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MADAM SPEAKER,  

 

TO FURTHER MITIGATE AGAINST THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE 

CHANGE, OUR ADMINISTRATION IS PROMOTING AFFORESTATION.  

 

TO THIS EFFECT, 5,854.7 HECTARES OF TREES WERE PLANTED 

DURING THE PERIOD UNDER REVIEW.  

 

WE SHOULD AND WILL DO MORE IN THIS AREA. 

 

IN ADDITION, THE NUMBER OF HECTARES OF AREAS WITH FOREST 

MANAGEMENT PLANS HAVE INCREASED TO 2.37 MILLION 

HECTARES FROM 1.64 MILLION HECTARES IN 2020.   

 

LET EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US TAKE AN INTEREST IN PLANTING 

TREES AS IT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND GO A LONG WAY IN 

PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT AND MITIGATING THE 

NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

GOVERNMENT HAS AFFIRMED ITS COMMITMENT TO ADDRESSING 

ISSUES OF CLIMATE CHANGE BY CREATING THE MINISTRY OF 

GREEN ECONOMY AND ENVIRONMENT.   
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WE ARE DETERMINED TO PLACE THE COUNTRY ON A BALANCED 

GREEN DEVELOPMENT TRAJECTORY THAT TAKES INTO ACCOUNT 

PEOPLE, PROFIT AND THE PLANET.  

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

INDISCRIMINATE DISPOSAL OF SOLID AND OTHER WASTE IN 

PUBLIC SPACES IS A SOURCE OF GREAT CONCERN.  

 

IT IS DISHEARTENING TO SEE THE AMOUNT OF SOLID WASTE 

LYING AROUND IN MANY OF OUR PUBLIC SPACES, SUCH AS 

MARKETS AND BUS STATIONS.  

 

THE WASTE BEING DISPOSED-OF IN UNDESIGNATED AREAS IS 

MAKING OUR SURROUNDINGS UNTIDY, UNHYGIENIC AND IS 

CLOGGING UP DRAINAGE SYSTEMS. 

 

THIS IS CONTRIBUTING PERENNIAL FLOODS ESPECIALLY IN 

URBAN DISTRICTS.  

 

OUR COMMUNITIES ARE BEING EXPOSED TO HEALTH HAZARDS 

WHILE OUR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

ARE BEING UNDERMINED.  
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WE MUST PUT AN END TO THIS. WE URGE ALL CITIZENS TO TAKE 

AN ACTIVE ROLE IN KEEPING ZAMBIA, CLEAN, GREEN AND 

HEALTHY.  

 

THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES SHOULD TAKE 

ADVANTAGE OF THE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES THAT COME 

WITH SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT THROUGH RECYCLING AND 

PRODUCTION OF ENERGY.  

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

DURING OUR INAUGURAL ADDRESS, WE COMMITTED AND LAID 

DOWN OUR VISION TO BUILD A BETTER ZAMBIA. 

 

A ZAMBIA WHERE REAL JOBS AND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

WILL BE CREATED.   

 

A ZAMBIA WHERE OUR PEOPLE WILL BE ASSURED OF FOOD ON 

THEIR TABLE.   

 

A ZAMBIA ANCHORED ON LOVE, NATIONAL UNITY AND MUTUAL 

RESPECT.   
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MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

OUR GOVERNMENT IS AWARE THAT THERE ARE MANY SOCIAL ILLS 

THAT ARE PREVALENT IN OUR SOCIETY. 

 

HIGH RATES OF DIVORCE, SUICIDES, CRIME AND OTHER SEVERE 

SOCIAL ILLS ARE OF GREAT CONCERN TO US AND REQUIRES OUR 

COLLECTIVE EFFORT TO BRING ABOUT REMEDIES. 

 

AMONG THE REMEDIES ARE THE DEVELOPMENT OF MENTAL 

HEALTH PROGRAMMES, COMMUNITY INTERVENTIONS, 

COUNSELLING AND A STRONG ECONOMY THAT EASES OUR 

CITIZENS OF FINANCIAL DISTRESS.  

 

AS STATED IN OUR PROMISE TO THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA, OUR 

FOCUS FOR THE NEXT FOUR AND A HALF YEARS IS ECONOMIC 

TRANSFORMATION.   

 

THIS VISION RESONATES WITH OUR SHARED NATIONAL VALUES 

AND PRINCIPLES.   

 

THE WEALTH OF THIS COUNTRY BELONGS TO ALL OF US.   

 

WE MUST ENHANCE AND MAINTAIN INTEGRITY IN OUR DAY TO 

DAY INTERACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES.   
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OUR VISION ALSO CALLS FOR EACH ONE OF US TO WORK HARD 

AND DO OUR PART IN THE NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION AGENDA.  

 

WE MUST ALL BE ACCOUNTABLE IN WHAT WE DO.   

 

AS WE MOVE FORWARD, IT IS INCUMBENT UPON EACH AND 

EVERYONE OF US TO FULLY EMBRACE OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND 

PRINCIPLES, AS ENSHRINED IN THE CONSTITUTION.  

 

THEY ARE MEANT TO ENABLE US TO ACHIEVE OUR COMMON 

VISION OF A PROSPEROUS ZAMBIA.   

 

THEY ARE MEANT TO HELP US DEVELOP THE RIGHT ATTITUDES 

REQUIRED FOR OUR SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.   

 

OUR EFFORTS TO INCULCATE THE NATIONAL VALUES AND 

PRINCIPLES INTO OUR GOVERNANCE SYSTEM ARE ALREADY 

YIELDING RESULTS, AS HIGHLIGHTED BY THE PROGRESS IN THIS 

ADDRESS.   

 

WE, HOWEVER, NEED TO DO MORE TO OPERATE WITHIN OUR OWN 

ETHICAL STANDARDS AND THOSE SET BY OUR FOREFATHERS AND 

MOTHERS.  
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ON OUR CHOSEN JOURNEY TO BEING A TRULY VALUE-CENTRED 

AND PRINCIPLE-CENTRED NATION, THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR 

DISCIPLINE AND HARD WORK IF VICTORY HAS TO BE ASSURED.  

 

ZAMBIA REMAINS A CHRISTIAN COUNTRY. ON THE ROAD AHEAD, 

WE SHOULD ANCHOR OUR ACTIONS ON OUR CHRISTIAN VALUES, 

FAITH AND RICH CULTURAL HERITAGE.  

 

AS GOVERNMENT, WE ARE EAGER AND AVAILABLE TO PROVIDE 

THE MUCH-NEEDED LEADERSHIP. 

 

MADAM SPEAKER, 

 

NO MATTER THE CHALLENGES WE FACE, IT IS TIME FOR OUR 

HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS OF OUR PEOPLE TO BE REALISED. 

 

FOR THIS TO HAPPEN, WE SHOULD WORK AS A TEAM. UNITY IN 

DIVERSITY AND UNITY OF PURPOSE ARE ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL. 

 

MAY WE BE ETHICAL, MORALLY UPRIGHT MEMBERS OF OUR 

SOCIETY AND SERVANT LEADERS. 

 

GOD BLESS OUR PEOPLE AND OUR COUNTRY.  

 

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION. 


