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National Values and Principles

MADAM SPEAKER,

GOOD MORNING.

ARTICLE 9 (2) OF OUR CONSTITUTION REQUIRES THE PRESIDENT TO REPORT, TO
THIS AUGUST HOUSE, THE PROGRESS MADE IN THE APPLICATION OF OUR
NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES.

WE ARE, THEREFORE, PLEASED TO JOIN YOU TODAY, ON THIS IMPORTANT
OCCASION, TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE AND THE NATION AT LARGE, ON THE
PROGRESS MADE IN THE APPLICATION OF OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND
PRINCIPLES.

MADAM SPEAKER,

THE NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES ARE IMPORTANT IN MOULDING THE
CHARACTER OF OUR NATION. THEY INFLUENCE OUR CONDUCT AS INDIVIDUALS
AND SOCIETY. THEY ALSO GUIDE THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
STATE POLICY.

OUR CONSTITUTION, UNDER ARTICLE 8, PRESCRIBES THE NATIONAL VALUES AND
PRINCIPLES AS MORALITY AND ETHICS; PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL UNITY;
DEMOCRACY AND CONSTITUTIONALISM; HUMAN DIGNITY, EQUITY, SOCIAL
JUSTICE, EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION; GOOD GOVERNANCE AND
INTEGRITY; AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

MORALITY AND ETHICS

MADAM SPEAKER,

MORALITY AND ETHICS ARE CHERISHED VIRTUES IN OUR SOCIETY.
GOVERNMENT IS, HOWEVER, CONCERNED WITH INCIDENCES OF SOCIAL VICES,
SUCH AS EARLY CHILD MARRIAGE, TEENAGE PREGNANCY, ALCOHOL AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE, AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE, IN OUR COUNTRY.



MADAM SPEAKER,

TO ADDRESS EARLY CHILD MARRIAGE AND TEENAGE PREGNANCY,
WORKING WITH THE CHURCH, TRADITIONAL LEADERS AND OTHER
PARTNERS, GOVERNMENT IN 2023, CONDUCTED SENSITISATION
PROGRAMMES COUNTRYWIDE. TO THIS END, 192 CHIEFDOMS AND OVER
2.5 MILLION PEOPLE WERE SENSITISED ON THE DANGERS OF CHILD
MARRIAGE AND TEENAGE PREGNANCY.

FURTHER, THE GOVERNMENT TRAINED 106,277 COMMUNITY LEADERS AND
1,441 COMMUNITY WELFARE ASSISTANCE COMMITTEES ACROSS THE
COUNTRY. WE WANT TO CONTINUOUSLY STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY
ACTION TOWARDS ENDING EARLY CHILD MARRIAGE AND TEENAGE
PREGNANCY.

MADAM SPEAKER,

ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE CONTINUES TO BE A MAJOR CONCERN IN
THE COUNTRY. IT NEGATIVELY IMPACTS FAMILIES AND NATIONAL
PRODUCTIVITY. THE ABUSE OF ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCES AMONG OUR
YOUNG PEOPLE HAS CONTRIBUTED TO AN INCREASE IN JUVENILE
CRIMINAL GANGS, COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS JUNKIES. THIS IS
WORRISOME AND A SECURITY CONCERN. IT MUST BE CURBED
FORTHWITH.

TO STEM ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE, GOVERNMENT SENSITISED 211
CHIEFS AND 700 RELIGIOUS LEADERS ON THE DANGERS OF ALCOHOL AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE. WE DESIRE TO STRENGTHEN THE ROLE OF OUR
TRADITIONAL AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS, AS CHANGE AGENTS IN THEIR
COMMUNITIES.

FURTHER, GOVERNMENT CONTINUED TO CONDUCT PUBLIC AWARENESS
PROGRAMMES IN SCHOOLS, WORKPLACES AND COMMUNITIES,
NATIONWIDE. THESE INTERVENTIONS ARE IMPORTANT IN OUR EFFORTS
TO COMBAT ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE.

IN ADDITION, GOVERNMENT LAUNCHED THE NATIONAL POLICY ON DRUG
AND SUBSTANCE CONTROL LAST MONTH. THE POLICY PROVIDES A
COMPREHENSIVE FRAMEWORK FOR REDUCING THE SUPPLY OF, AND
DEMAND FOR ILLICIT DRUGS AND SUBSTANCES.



MADAM SPEAKER,

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE UNDERMINES THE HEALTH, DIGNITY AND
SELF-ESTEEM OF VICTIMS. IT IS DISHEARTENING TO NOTE THAT THE
NUMBER OF REPORTED CASES OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE INCREASED TO
42,965 IN 2023 FROM 33,536 IN 2022. THESE ACTS OF VIOLENCE HAVE, IN
SOME CASES, RESULTED IN LOSS OF LIFE.

MADAM SPEAKER,

IN OUR QUEST TO STOP GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE, WE HAVE CONTINUED
TO CONDUCT COUNTRYWIDE PUBLIC AWARENESS AND SENSITISATION
CAMPAIGNS. FURTHER, GOVERNMENT PROVIDED COUNSELING AND LEGAL
SUPPORT TO 7,819 VICTIMS OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE, COMPRISING
5,056 FEMALES AND 2,763 MALES.

WE CALL ON VICTIMS TO KEEP REPORTING CASES OF GENDER-BASED
VIOLENCE TO RELEVANT AUTHORITIES.

WE COMMEND ALL STAKEHOLDERS WHO HAVE JOINED HANDS WITH
GOVERNMENT IN THE FIGHT AGAINST GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.

MADAM SPEAKER,

GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED WITH THE HIGH NUMBER OF DIVORCE CASES
IN OUR COUNTRY PARTICULARLY AMONG YOUNG COUPLES. IT IS
UNACCEPTABLE THAT DIVORCE CASES HAVE CONTINUED TO RISE, WITH
36,000 CASES RECORDED IN OUR COURTS OF LAW IN 2023 AND 31,000 IN
2022.

WE NEED TO BUILD STRONG MARRIAGES WHERE COUPLES AND FAMILIES
ARE CAPABLE OF RESOLVING DIFFERENCES AMICABLY. MARRIAGES WHERE
COUPLES ARE CAPABLE OF RAISING CHILDREN INTO RESPONSIBLE
CITIZENS, ANCHORED ON STRONG FAMILY AND RELIGIOUS VALUES.

WE, THEREFORE, URGE THE FAMILIES, THE CHURCH, TRADITIONAL
LEADERS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS, TO ENHANCE
MARRIAGE COUNSELING AND TEACHINGS. WE ALSO URGE COUPLES TO
ABIDE BY THE STRONG COMMITMENT OF MARRIAGE AND LIVE IN LOVE,
PEACE AND HARMONY. A FEW DIFFERENCES AMONG COUPLES SHOULD NOT
LEAD TO SEPARATION BUT RATHER RECONCILIATION THROUGH CIVILISED
DIALOGUE.



MADAM SPEAKER,

SOCIAL MEDIA AND THE INTERNET HAVE BECOME AN INTEGRAL PART OF
OUR LIVES TODAY. WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF
SOCIAL MEDIA AND THE INTERNET ON OUR COMMUNICATION, BUSINESS,
EDUCATION AND SOCIAL INTERACTIONS, WE ARE ALIVE TO THE
INCREASING TRENDS OF ABUSE OF THESE PLATFORMS.

TO REDUCE THE ABUSE OF THESE PLATFORMS AND ENSURE A SAFE AND
SECURE ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT IS IMPLEMENTING THE REVISED
NATIONAL INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY POLICY.
THE POLICY, AMONG OTHERS, ENHANCES DATA PRIVACY AND PROTECTION
AS WELL AS INFORMATION SECURITY AWARENESS.

GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO STRENGTHENED THE ENFORCEMENT OF VARIOUS
LAWS TO PROTECT CITIZENS AGAINST CYBER-CRIMES.

WE, THEREFORE, ENCOURAGE ALL CITIZENS TO CONDUCT THEIR
PERSONAL AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS WITH HIGH LEVELS OF MORALITY AND
ETHICS IN ORDER TO BUILD CONFIDENCE IN OUR FAMILIES AND
COMMUNITIES.

PATRIOTISM AND NATIONAL UNITY

MADAM SPEAKER,

OUR COUNTRY IS FOUNDED ON THE VIRTUES OF PATRIOTISM AND
NATIONAL UNITY. THESE PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN PROMOTING OUR
NATIONAL IDENTITY, AND ENSURING POLITICAL STABILITY, IN ORDER TO
CONTRIBUTE TO ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT.

TO ENHANCE PATRIOTISM AMONG OUR CITIZENS, WE HAVE CONTINUED TO
PROMOTE LOCAL OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY AND BUSINESS VENTURES,
WHILE ENCOURAGING EQUITABLE PARTNERSHIPS WITH FOREIGN
INVESTORS.

IN THE MINING SECTOR, FOR EXAMPLE, WE HAVE GIVEN AND SENSITISED
ARTISANAL AND SMALL-SCALE MINING LICENSE HOLDERS AGAINST SELLING
THEIR LICENSES. WE ARE ENCOURAGING THEM TO DEVELOP THEIR MINES
AS COOPERATIVES OR ENTER INTO WIN-WIN PARTNERSHIPS WITH
FOREIGN INVESTORS.



THIS IS WHAT WE EXPECT IN ENERGY GENERATION, PROCESSING, TRADE
AND ALL SECTORS OF OUR ECONOMY, PLUS A HEIGHTENED SENSE OF
PATRIOTISM WHICH WILL FILTER THROUGH OUR TRANSACTIONS WITH
EACH OTHER AND FOREIGN PARTNERS.

MADAM SPEAKER,

AS GOVERNMENT, WE ARE DUTY BOUND TO PROMOTE THE PRODUCTION
AND CONSUMPTION OF LOCAL PRODUCTS AND SERVICES. IT IS
GRATIFYING TO NOTE THAT OUR CITIZENS ARE INCREASINGLY CONSUMING
THESE, WHICH EVIDENTLY, THE QUALITY HAS CONTINUED TO IMPROVE.

IN ADDITION, WE HAVE WITNESSED AN INCREASE IN LOCAL PRODUCTS ON
SHELVES OF VARIOUS CHAIN STORES. WE HAVE EQUALLY RECORDED AN
INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF COMPANIES USING THE “PROUDLY ZAMBIAN”
CAMPAIGN LOGO TO 106 IN 2023 FROM 69 IN 2022.

IN LINE WITH THE PROUDLY ZAMBIAN CAMPAIGN, PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARE
NOW PROCURING LOCALLY MANUFACTURED DESKS. FURTHER, THE
MINISTRIES OF HEALTH, DEFENCE AND HOME AFFAIRS AND INTERNAL
SECURITY ARE NOW EQUALLY EXPECTED TO PROCURE LOCALLY
MANUFACTURED UNIFORMS AND OTHER MATERIALS.

MADAM SPEAKER,

THE INCREASED PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF LOCAL PRODUCTS IS
NOT ONLY A KEY FACTOR TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, BUT
DEMONSTRATES GROWING LEVELS OF PATRIOTISM AMONG OUR CITIZENS.
IT MEANS MORE JOBS AND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR PEOPLE.
IT MEANS ECONOMIC GROWTH AND RESILIENCE FOR OUR ECONOMY.

WE REITERATE OUR CALL TO OUR LOCAL COMPANIES TO TRADE AMONG
THEMSELVES IN ORDER TO GROW OUR NATIONAL BALANCE SHEET. TO
REINFORCE THIS BEHAVIOR, WE ARE ENHANCING THE PRACTICE OF
POSITIVE DISCRIMINATION IN THE PROCUREMENT SPACE.

WE CONTINUE APPEALING TO OUR CITIZENS TO THINK LOCAL IN THEIR
CONSUMPTION CHOICES, NOW AND IN THE FUTURE.



MADAM SPEAKER,

AS PATRIOTIC CITIZENS AND BUSINESSES, WE ARE DUTY BOUND TO
HONOUR ALL OUR TAX OBLIGATIONS. TO THIS EFFECT, GOVERNMENT HAS
MADE PROGRESS IN INCREASING AWARENESS AMONG CITIZENS ON THE
IMPORTANCE OF PAYING TAX, GOVERNMENTS WILL CONTINUE REGULARLY
REPORTING TO CITIZENS ON HOW THEIR TAX REVENUES ARE UTILISED.

THE INTRODUCTION OF ONLINE AND MOBILE PLATFORMS BY SERVICE
PROVIDERS HAS MADE IT CONVENIENT FOR OUR PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES
TO MEET THEIR TAX OBLIGATIONS.

WE, THEREFORE, URGE OUR CITIZENS TO CONTINUE PAYING TAX AND
ALERT AUTHORITIES OF INDIVIDUALS AND COMPANIES THAT ATTEMPT TO,
OR INDEED, EVADE TAX. WE URGE OUR CITIZENS TO ALWAYS DEMAND
RECEIPTS FOR EVERY PURCHASE, AS PART OF THEIR PATRIOTIC DUTY TO
PROMOTE TAX COMPLIANCE.

MADAM SPEAKER,

ANOTHER AREA WHERE WE NEED TO EXERCISE A DEEP SENSE OF
PATRIOTISM IS IN SAFEGUARDING PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROPERTY IN OUR
COUNTRY. THESE ASSETS ARE BUILT AT A HUGE COST AND ARE A
SIGNIFICANT COMPONENT OF OUR COLLECTIVE WEALTH.

SADLY, THE COUNTRY HAS CONTINUED TO WITNESS THE LOSS OF PUBLIC
PROPERTY THROUGH VANDALISM AND THEFT. IT IS REGRETTABLE THAT
ZESCO INSTALLATIONS, WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION
INFRASTRUCTURE, AND SCHOOL PROPERTY, IN SOME OF OUR
COMMUNITIES, HAVE INCREASINGLY BECOME TARGETS OF VANDALISM AND
THEFT.

THESE ACTS OF VANDALISM AND INCLUDING RECKLESS BURNING OF
BUSHES AND THEFT, ARE RETROGRESSIVE TO OUR DEVELOPMENT
EFFORTS. THEY MUST BE STOPPED, AND PUNISHED, WITHIN OUR LEGAL
PROVISIONS.

SAFEGUARDING OUR PUBLIC ASSETS SHOULD ALSO EXTEND TO HOW WE
UTILISE THEM. IT IS DISHEARTENING TO NOTE THAT SOME PEOPLE STILL
VIEW WATER DRAINAGES AND ROAD TRAFFIC ISLANDS AS DUMPING
GROUNDS FOR GARBAGE.



THIS IS NOT ONLY IRRESPONSIBLE, BUT ALSO TAKES AWAY FROM OUR
RIGHT TO LIVE AND OPERATE IN A CLEAN AND DIGNIFIED ENVIRONMENT.
THE RECENT CHOLERA OUTBREAK IS A CLEAR EXAMPLE OF OUR CITIZENS
OPERATING IN AN UNSANITARY ENVIRONMENT.

WE CANNOT, AND WE WILL NOT CONTINUE LOSING VALUED LIVES WITH
THIS KIND OF RECKLESS LIVING. IT IS THE DUTY OF EVERYONE, THE
LOCAL AUTHORITIES, BUSINESSES AND CITIZENS ALIKE, TO KEEP OUR
COUNTRY CLEAN AND A PLACE WE SHOULD TAKE MORE PRIDE IN.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES SHOULD APPLY THE AVAILABLE PIECES OF
LEGISLATION TO ADDRESS THE UNSANITARY CONDITIONS IN OUR
COMMUNITIES.

MADAM SPEAKER,

TO ENHANCE NATIONAL UNITY, THE UNITED PARTY FOR NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT (UPND) NEW DAWN ADMINISTRATION HAS ENSURED THAT
THE RECRUITMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE WORKERS, SUCH AS TEACHERS,
HEALTH, DEFENCE AND SECURITY PERSONNEL, IS BASED ON MERIT.
FURTHER, THE RECRUITMENTS HAVE BEEN TRANSPARENTLY UNDERTAKEN
AT ALL DISTRICTS, ACROSS THE COUNTRY, TO ENSURE EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL OUR CITIZENS.

TO PROMOTE AN ALL-INCLUSIVE SOCIETY, OUR ADMINISTRATION HAS
CONTINUED TO DISTRIBUTE NATIONAL RESOURCES EQUALLY.

THIS IS EVIDENT IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ENHANCED
CONSTITUENCY DEVELOPMENT FUND (CDF).

FURTHER, SOCIAL PROTECTION, FARMER INPUT SUPPORT, AND OTHER
SUCH PROGRAMMES ARE BEING IMPLEMENTED TRANSPARENTLY AND
EQUITABLY ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

WE WILL CONTINUE ON THIS POSITIVE TRAJECTORY AND TAKE
DEVELOPMENT TO EACH AND EVERY PART OF OUR COUNTRY IN ORDER TO
PROMOTE NATIONAL UNITY FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL ZAMBIANS.



DEMOCRACY AND CONSTITUTIONALISM

MADAM SPEAKER,

WE ARE COMMITTED TO DEEPENING OUR DEMOCRACY AND
CONSTITUTIONALISM AS THE SUREST WAY THROUGH WHICH OUR PEOPLE
CAN BE ASSURED OF THEIR FREEDOMS AND RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN
DECISION MAKING.

IN THIS REGARD, WE ARE DELIGHTED AND HONOURED THAT ZAMBIA HAS
BEEN NAMED AMONG THE TOP THREE MOST DEMOCRATISING COUNTRIES
IN THE WORLD, BY V-DEM. THIS RECOGNITION UNDERSCORES OUR
GOVERNMENT’S CONTINUOUS EFFORTS TO PROMOTE THE VIRTUES OF
DEMOCRACY, GOOD GOVERNANCE, AND THE RULE OF LAW.

MADAM SPEAKER,

IN ORDER TO BROADEN THE EVER-EXPANDING DEMOCRATIC SPACE WHICH
THIS GOVERNMENT HAS CREATED, AND ALSO INCREASE THE ACCESS TO
INFORMATION, WE HAVE MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR 44 NEW RADIO STATIONS
AND 18 NEW TELEVISION STATIONS TO BE LICENSED COUNTRYWIDE.

THESE FACILITIES CAN OPERATE FREELY AND WITHOUT ANY
INTERFERENCE WHATSOEVER FROM GOVERNMENT. MORE SIGNIFICANTLY,
POLITICAL PARTIES AND CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS ARE NOW ABLE
TO MAKE FULL USE OF THESE FACILITIES, TO ADVANCE THEIR AGENDA.

FURTHER, TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO THE ZNBC SIGNAL FOR RADIO 1 AND 2,
15 NEW FM TRANSMITTERS HAVE BEEN INSTALLED IN SOME RURAL
DISTRICTS OF EASTERN, NORTHERN, WESTERN, SOUTHERN, LUAPULA AND
MUCHINGA PROVINCES.

MADAM SPEAKER,

TO ENHANCE THE PARTICIPATION OF ELIGIBLE VOTERS IN ELECTIONS, WE
HAVE UNDERTAKEN A CONTINUOUS ROLL-OUT OF THE VOTER
REGISTRATION PROGRAMME IN LINE WITH THE ELECTORAL PROCESS ACT.
THE PROGRAMME NOW COVERS ALL THE 10 PROVINCIAL CENTRES OF THE
COUNTRY.



MADAM SPEAKER,

TO STRENGTHEN THE LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS FOR
UPHOLDING THE RULE OF LAW, GOVERNMENT HAS ENACTED THE JUDICIAL
TRAINING INSTITUTE OF ZAMBIA ACT NO. 14 OF 2023 WHICH ESTABLISHES
THE JUDICIAL TRAINING INSTITUTE.

THE INSTITUTE WILL FACILITATE CONTINUOUS PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT FOR OUR JUDGES, JUDICIAL OFFICERS AND JUDICIAL STAFF.

HUMAN DIGNITY, EQUITY, SOCIAL JUSTICE, EQUALITY AND
NON-DISCRIMINATION

MADAM SPEAKER,

GOVERNMENT HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY TO UPHOLD THE DIGNITY OF OUR
CITIZENS AS WELL AS THEIR RIGHT TO SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EQUAL
TREATMENT. OUR DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS ARE, THEREFORE, CENTERED
ON UPLIFTING THE LIVELIHOOD OF ALL OUR PEOPLE.

IN THIS REGARD, PROVISION OF CLEAN WATER AND ADEQUATE
SANITATION, QUALITY EDUCATION AND HEALTHCARE, ACCESS TO
ELECTRICITY, SOCIAL PROTECTION AND YOUTH EMPOWERMENT, AS WELL
AS PROVISION OF MATERNAL HEALTH SERVICES, ARE KEY PRIORITY AREAS
FOR THIS GOVERNMENT.

MADAM SPEAKER,

THROUGH OUR FLAGSHIP INTERVENTION, UNDER THE ENHANCED
CONSTITUENCY DEVELOPMENT FUND (CDF), WE NOW SEE EQUITY,
EQUALITY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE BEING RESTORED.

MANY MORE OF OUR CHILDREN NOW HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN IN
A DIGNIFIED ENVIRONMENT WITH SEVERAL CLASSROOM BLOCKS BEING
CONSTRUCTED AND LOCALLY PRODUCED DESKS BEING PROCURED.

FURTHER, SOME OF OUR YOUTH, WHO WERE CONDEMNED TO POVERTY,
HAVE HAD ACCESS TO SKILLS DEVELOPMENT IN ORDER TO IMPROVE THEIR
LIVELIHOODS.



MORE YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE BENEFITED FROM SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
BURSARIES, WHILE VULNERABLE SECONDARY SCHOOL LEARNERS ARE
BEING SUPPORTED WITH BURSARIES FOR THEIR EDUCATION, WITH
DECISIONS MADE AND RESOURCES AVAILED AT THE CONSTITUENCY LEVEL.
THIS IS NOVEL AND GREAT INDEED.

MADAM SPEAKER,

GOING FORWARD, WE WILL CONTINUE TO USE THE CDF TO PROMOTE
COMMUNITY-DRIVEN LOCAL DEVELOPMENT. WE WILL CONTINUE TO
PROVIDE BURSARIES TO OUR YOUTH. WE WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE
EMPOWERMENT GRANTS AND LOANS TO OUR PEOPLE.

IN ORDER TO SPREAD BENEFITS TO OTHERS, ALL THOSE CITIZENS WHO
GET GRANTS SHOULD NOT BE WASTEFUL BUT EFFECTIVELY USE THESE
FACILITIES, AND LOANS SHOULD BE REPAID WHEN DUE WITHOUT FAIL.

MADAM SPEAKER,

GOVERNMENT HAS CONTINUED WITH THE PROVISION OF WATER SUPPLY
AND SANITATION SERVICES TO ENSURE THAT OUTBREAKS OF WATER
BORNE DISEASES, SUCH AS CHOLERA AND TYPHOID, IN OUR COMMUNITIES
ARE A THING OF THE PAST.

MADAM SPEAKER,

WE HAVE MADE PROGRESS IN ENSURING THAT OUR PEOPLE HAVE ACCESS
TO ELECTRICITY THROUGH THE RURAL ELECTRIFICATION PROGRAMME
AND MORE WILL CONTINUE BEING BROUGHT ON BOARD.

MADAM SPEAKER,

THIS GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF
EDUCATION AND WE ARE FOCUSED ON ADDRESSING THE TEACHER-PUPIL
RATIO AS WELL AS LEARNING INFRASTRUCTURE.



IN THIS REGARD, 7,221 TEACHERS WERE RECRUITED IN THE 2023 TEACHER
RECRUITMENT EXERCISE AND MORE CLASSROOM BLOCKS ARE BEING BUILT.
WE THEREFORE URGE ALL THE NEWLY RECRUITED TEACHERS TO SERVE
THE COMMUNITIES TO WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN DEPLOYED WITH UTMOST
COMMITMENT AND DEDICATION. SIMILARLY, WE CALL ON OUR
COMMUNITIES TO ASSIST THE NEWLY RECRUITED TEACHERS AND OTHER
PUBLIC SERVICE WORKERS TO SETTLE QUICKLY.

MADAM SPEAKER,

GOVERNMENT HAS CONTINUED TO IMPLEMENT THE SCHOOL FEEDING
PROGRAMME, NOW CALLED THE “HOME-GROWN” SCHOOL MEALS
PROGRAMME. THE REBRANDING OF THE PROGRAMME IS MEANT TO
PROMOTE ITS SUSTAINABILITY, THROUGH THE USE OF NUTRITIOUS LOCAL
FOODS, WHILE SUPPORTING LOCAL FARMERS.

TO THIS EFFECT, OVER 2.2 MILLION VULNERABLE LEARNERS FROM 82
SELECTED DISTRICTS, ARE BEING SUPPORTED UNDER THE HOME-GROWN
SCHOOL MEALS PROGRAMME.

WE CALL UPON LOCAL BUSINESSES, CHURCHES AND NGOS TO JOIN
GOVERNMENT BY ADOPTING SCHOOLS FOR HOME GROWN SCHOOL MEALS.

MADAM SPEAKER,

IN OUR CONTINUED EFFORTS TO PROMOTE INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT,
3,300 VULNERABLE YOUTH, ACROSS THE COUNTRY, HAVE BEEN PROVIDED
WITH GRANTS UNDER THE NATIONAL YOUTH SCHEME. OUR YOUTH ARE
ALSO BEING EMPOWERED WITH MOTORBIKES ON LOAN BASIS. THESE ARE
ALL INITIATIVES AIMED AT ENABLING THEM TO VENTURE INTO INCOME
GENERATING ACTIVITIES.

WE ARE ALSO OFFERING OUR YOUTH SKILLS TRAINING IN VARIOUS
FIELDS. GRADUATES FROM THESE YOUTH RESOURCE CENTRES ARE BEING
ASSISTED WITH START-UP KITS SUCH SEWING MACHINES, TOOL BOXES
AND CATERING EQUIPMENT.



MADAM SPEAKER,

IN OUR CONTINUED EFFORTS TO ENHANCE TIMELY ACCESS TO JUSTICE,
FIVE LOCAL COURTS WERE CONSTRUCTED AND EIGHT REHABILITATED
ACROSS THE COUNTRY, WHILE LEGAL AID OFFICES WERE ESTABLISHED IN
FIVE ADDITIONAL DISTRICTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO ESTABLISHED LEGAL AID DESKS IN POLICE
STATIONS AND CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES TO ALLOW ACCUSED PERSONS
ACCESS LEGAL SERVICES AT THE POINT OF NEED. ADDITIONALLY, LEGAL
SERVICES UNITS HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED IN VARIOUS DISTRICTS OF THE
COUNTRY TO PROVIDE COMMUNITY OUTREACH SERVICES.

THE NUMBER OF CITIZENS WHO RECEIVED LEGAL AID SERVICES IN 2023
WAS 31,556 COUNTRYWIDE.

MADAM SPEAKER,

TO FURTHER PROMOTE EQUITY AND HUMAN DIGNITY, THE UPND NEW
DAWN ADMINISTRATION HAS CONTINUED TO IMPLEMENT VARIOUS SOCIAL
PROTECTION PROGRAMMES. THESE INCLUDE THE SOCIAL CASH
TRANSFER, SHOCK RESPONSIVE SOCIAL PROTECTION, EMERGENCY CASH
TRANSFER AND THE FOOD SECURITY PACK.

THE SHOCK RESPONSIVE SOCIAL PROTECTION PROGRAMME AIMS TO
CUSHION THE BENEFICIARIES OF THE SOCIAL CASH TRANSFER FROM THE
NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ESPECIALLY THE CURRENT
DROUGHT.

IN ADDITION, WE CONTINUE TO PROVIDE VULNERABLE BUT VIABLE
HOUSEHOLDS WITH FARMING INPUTS UNDER THE FOOD SECURITY PACK
PROGRAMME.



MADAM SPEAKER,

OVERCROWDING IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES REMAINS A SOURCE OF
CONCERN TO GOVERNMENT. THE CURRENT INMATE POPULATION IN THE
COUNTRY IS OVER 25,000 AGAINST THE HOLDING CAPACITY OF 10,650. TO
ADDRESS OVERCROWDING IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES, GOVERNMENT IS
EXPANDING OPEN-AIR CORRECTIONAL CENTRES ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

THE OPEN-AIR CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES IN NANSANGA, MWEMBESHI AND
MWOMBOSHI HAVE BEEN EXPANDED, CREATING AN ADDITIONAL HOLDING
CAPACITY TO ACCOMMODATE OVER 3,000 INMATES.

GOVERNMENT IS ALSO PROMOTING THE IMPOSITION OF NON-CUSTODIAL
SENTENCES FOR MINOR OFFENCES AND THE CONTINUED GRANTING OF
POLICE BOND TO DECONGEST POLICE CELLS, AND BAIL ON FLEXIBLE
CONDITIONS, FOR BAILABLE OFFENCES.

GOOD GOVERNANCE AND INTEGRITY

MADAM SPEAKER,

WE ARE COMMITTED TO AND WILL CONTINUE MAINTAINING LAW AND
ORDER IN OUR COUNTRY AS THIS IS IMPORTANT FOR SOCIAL ORDER AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. WE THEREFORE, THANK OUR CITIZENS ACROSS
THE COUNTRY FOR MAINTAINING PEACE THIS FAR.

WE PARTICULARLY THANK OUR CITIZENS IN AREAS WHERE WE HAVE HAD
BY-ELECTIONS FOR THE PEACEFUL ATMOSPHERE THAT EXISTED.

IT WAS GRATIFYING TO SEE MEMBERS OF OPPOSING POLITICAL PARTIES
FREELY MINGLING DURING THEIR CAMPAIGNS INCLUDING IN
SHIWANG’ANDU OF MUCHINGA PROVINCE, WHICH WAS A VOLATILE AREA
JUST A FEW YEARS AGO.



MADAM SPEAKER,

MAY WE ALSO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK OUR WOMEN AND
YOUTH ACROSS THE COUNTRY FOR TURNING OUT IN HUGE NUMBERS TO
COMMEMORATE THEIR DAYS.

BOTH EVENTS WERE CONDUCTED IN A PEACEFUL MANNER WITH VARIOUS
POLITICAL PARTIES PARTICIPATING AND OTHER GROUPS WITHOUT
VIOLENCE. THESE ARE THE KIND OF MORAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES WE
SHOULD ALL KEEP PROMOTING AND EMBRACING.

MADAM SPEAKER,

WE REMAIN FIRMLY COMMITTED TO UPHOLDING THE TENETS OF GOOD
GOVERNANCE AND INTEGRITY. OUR RESOLVE IS UNDERSCORED BY THE
MEASURES WE HAVE INSTITUTED IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION
AND MALADMINISTRATION.

MADAM SPEAKER,

WE ARE MAKING PROGRESS IN OUR FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION. TO
STRENGTHEN COLLABORATION AND EFFICIENCY AMONG LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED THE ASSET
RECOVERY INTER-AGENCY COORDINATION FRAMEWORK IN 2023.
THROUGH THIS FRAMEWORK, MILLIONS OF KWACHA IN MOVABLE AND
NON-MOVABLE ASSETS, HAVE BEEN RECOVERED.

GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO STRENGTHENED THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON THE
MANAGEMENT OF FORFEITED ASSETS THROUGH THE ISSUANCE OF
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 13 OF 2023.

MADAM SPEAKER,

WE SHARE THE CONCERNS AND FRUSTRATIONS BY OUR PEOPLE OVER THE
DELAYED DISPOSAL OF CASES RELATED TO CORRUPTION AND FINANCIAL
AND ECONOMIC CRIMES. TO ADDRESS THESE CONCERNS, GOVERNMENT
HAS ISSUED STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 10 OF 2024 TO PROVIDE FOR
THE SPEEDY DISPOSAL OF CASES.



IN THIS FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION, WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY THE FACT
THAT OUR PEOPLE AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS ARE BEGINNING TO
ACKNOWLEDGE THE IMPACT OF OUR EFFORTS.

THIS IS EVIDENT IN THE IMPROVED SCORE AND RANKING ON THE RECENT
TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL CORRUPTION PERCEPTION INDEX. WE
WILL SURELY CONTINUE WITH OUR EFFORTS FOR MORE TANGIBLE AND
LASTING RESULTS.

MADAM SPEAKER,

TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO PUBLIC SERVICES FOR OUR PEOPLE, GOVERNMENT
HAS CONTINUED IMPLEMENTING THE DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION
INITIATIVE.

THE DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION INITIATIVE HAS MINIMISED FACE-TO-FACE
INTERACTION WITH SERVICE PROVIDERS. THIS HAS REDUCED THE RISK
OF CORRUPTION IN THE DELIVERY OF PUBLIC SERVICES.

SO FAR, 300 PUBLIC SERVICES ARE BEING ACCESSED ON THE ZAMPORTAL,
ALSO REFERRED TO AS THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE BUS. USING THE
ZAMPORTAL, FOR INSTANCE, THE MINISTRY OF LANDS HAS ISSUED 39,691
CERTIFICATES OF TITLE.

MADAM SPEAKER,

WE HAVE ALSO ACCELERATED DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION TO ENHANCE
SERVICE DELIVERY. DECENTRALISATION, WHICH FOR A LONG TIME
REMAINED MERE RHETORIC, IS NOW A REALITY.

WE ARE PLEASED TO REPORT THAT THROUGH THE DECENTRALISATION
PROCESS, SOME PUBLIC SERVICES, WITH MATCHING RESOURCES, HAVE
BEEN TAKEN CLOSER TO THE CITIZENS. THESE INCLUDE DISTRICT HEALTH
SERVICES, VETERINARY SERVICES, AS WELL AS MARITIME AND PONTOON
SERVICES. OUR PEOPLE ARE NOW ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN DECISIONS
THAT AFFECT THEIR WELFARE FROM WITHIN THEIR COMMUNITIES.



WE ARE ALL AWARE THAT THIS GOVERNMENT HAS INCREASED THE
CONSTITUENCY DEVELOPMENT FUND TO K30.6 MILLION PER
CONSTITUENCY IN THE 2024 NATIONAL BUDGET.

TO IMPROVE THE RATE OF UTILISATION OF THESE FUNDS, WE HAVE
DECENTRALISED THE APPROVAL OF PROJECTS FROM THE MINISTRY OF
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT TO THE PROVINCIAL
ADMINISTRATION.

WE URGE ALL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT TO WORK CLOSELY WITH LOCAL
AUTHORITIES TO ENSURE TIMELY IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECTS FOR THE
BENEFIT OF OUR PEOPLE.

MADAM SPEAKER,

TO PROMOTE TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN THE MANAGEMENT
OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS, WE ENACTED THE ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT NO.
24 OF 2023.

THE UPND NEW DAWN ADMINISTRATION HAS WALKED THE TALK. WE ARE
DELIVERING ON OUR PROMISES. ACCESS TO INFORMATION IN OUR
COUNTRY IS NOW LAW.

MADAM SPEAKER,

WE HAVE A DUTY TO UTILISE OUR RESOURCES AND MANAGE THE
ENVIRONMENT IN A SUSTAINABLE MANNER. WE ALL HAVE AN OBLIGATION
TO WORK TOWARDS ADDRESSING CHALLENGES OF POLLUTION, CLIMATE
CHANGE AND OVER-EXPLOITATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES.

MADAM SPEAKER,

AS GOVERNMENT, WE ARE COMMITTED TO COLLABORATING WITH ALL
STAKEHOLDERS (INCLUDING POLITICAL PARTIES) IN OUR QUEST TO
COMBAT THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE. THE CURRENT DROUGHT IS
ONE SUCH CLEAR EXAMPLE WHICH WE MUST FIGHT TOGETHER AND WIN,
THROUGH IRRIGATION FARMING, AND OTHER MEASURES NECESSARY TO
ENSURE FOOD SECURITY FOR ALL OUR PEOPLE.



OUR EFFORTS TO PLANT 2 MILLION TREES BY 2028 HAVE GAINED
MOMENTUM. THUS FAR, 645,000 TREES HAVE BEEN PLANTED ON 538
HECTARES OF LAND.

WE NEED TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO PLANT MORE TREES TO SAVE THE
EARTH FOR OURSELVES AND FUTURE GENERATIONS. WITH THE ADVERSE
CLIMATIC CONDITIONS BEING FACED, WE CALL ON OUR CITIZENS TO
DESIST FROM THE HABIT OF BURNING BUSHES ON WHICH OUR LIVESTOCK
AND WILDLIFE DEPEND.

WE CALL ON YOU MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, TRADITIONAL LEADERS,
CHURCHES AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS TO JOIN GOVERNMENT IN
SENSITISING COMMUNITIES ON THIS VICE.

WE WISH TO COMMEND THE PRIVATE SECTOR FOR SUPPLEMENTING
GOVERNMENT EFFORTS BY ALREADY PUTTING IN PLACE SIMILAR
INITIATIVES AIMED AT COMBATING THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

MADAM SPEAKER,

CARBON TRADING IS CARDINAL IN ADDRESSING THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE
CHANGE AS IT PROMOTES CONSERVATION OF FORESTS AND FOREST
RESOURCES ACROSS THE GLOBE. FORESTS AND TREES ARE VITAL IN
REDUCING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS.

GOVERNMENT WILL WORK WITH ALL STAKEHOLDERS IN THE
SENSITISATION ON THE ISSUE OF CARBON MARKETS, SO THAT OUR
CITIZENS, INCLUDING MEMBERS OF THIS AUGUST HOUSE AND
TRADITIONAL LEADERS, APPRECIATE HOW CARBON MARKETS OPERATE,
ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO THE CORRECT DEFINITION OF THE CARBON
MARKET, PRICING AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS SHARING (COMMUNITIES
MOST AFFECTED SHOULD BENEFIT MORE).

MADAM SPEAKER,

GOOD AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES PLAY A PIVOTAL ROLE IN ACHIEVING
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. TO THIS EFFECT, GOVERNMENT, IN
COLLABORATION WITH OUR DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS, HAS BEEN
PROMOTING CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE.



WE ARE PLEASED THAT SO FAR, 147,412 SMALL-SCALE FARMERS,
COUNTRYWIDE, ARE USING CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE TECHNOLOGIES.

WE NEED TO ACCELERATE THE ADOPTION OF THESE TECHNOLOGIES TO
MITIGATE THE IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

MADAM SPEAKER,

AS ALREADY MENTIONED, TO REDUCE DEPENDENCE ON RAIN-FED
AGRICULTURE, WE ARE PROMOTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF IRRIGATION
SCHEMES FOR FARMERS, IN ORDER FOR THEM TO PRODUCE THROUGHOUT
THE YEAR WITH HIGHER LEVELS OF PRODUCTIVITY.

WE HAVE CONTINUED TO CONSTRUCT DAMS AND IRRIGATION
INFRASTRUCTURE ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

THIS IS IN LINE WITH OUR DECLARATION OF THE CURRENT DROUGHT DUE
TO EL NIÑO AS A NATIONAL DISASTER AND NATIONAL EMERGENCY.
FOLLOWING THIS DECLARATION, THE 2024 NATIONAL BUDGET IS BEING
REVIEWED TO MOVE RESOURCES AWAY FROM CONSUMPTION
EXPENDITURE TO FOOD SECURITY, INVESTMENT AND REVENUE
GENERATING AREAS. WE ASK PARLIAMENT TO SUPPORT THIS IMPORTANT
MEASURE.

CONCLUSION

MADAM SPEAKER,

IN THE PAST ONE YEAR, WE CONTINUED TO MAKE NOTABLE PROGRESS IN
THE APPLICATION OF OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES.

WE HAVE BEEN STEADFAST IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION, IN THE
FIGHT AGAINST ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE, IN THE FIGHT AGAINST
EARLY CHILD MARRIAGE, AND IN THE FIGHT AGAINST GENDER-BASED
VIOLENCE.

WE WILL CONTINUE TO INSTITUTE CRIME MITIGATION MEASURES
INCLUDING GUN CONTROL.



OUR EFFORTS TO PROMOTE MORALITY AND HUMAN DIGNITY, TO PROVIDE
ADEQUATE SANITATION, TO UPHOLD GOOD GOVERNANCE AS WELL AS TO
ENSURE SUSTAINABLE SOCIAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ANCHORED ON
HARD WORK AND NOT LAZINESS, ARE YIELDING DIVIDENDS. ADMITTEDLY,
MUCH MORE STILL NEEDS TO BE DONE.

MADAM SPEAKER,

OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES ARE CRITICAL TO NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT. AS CITIZENS, WE HAVE AN URGENT AND COMPELLING
DUTY TO FULFILL OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES, WHICH
SHOULD NEVER BE SACRIFICED FOR ANYONE AND FOR ANY REASON.

EVERY STAND WE TAKE FOR MORALITY AND ETHICS, EVERY ACT OF
PATRIOTISM, AND EVERY STEP TOWARDS UNITY, STRENGTHENS THE
FABRIC OF OUR NATION IN LINE WITH OUR MOTTO OF “ONE ZAMBIA ONE
NATION.”

EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO PROMOTE HUMAN DIGNITY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE,
EVERY STAND FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE AND INTEGRITY, EVERY EFFORT TO
UPHOLD DEMOCRACY AND CONSTITUTIONALISM ASSURES OUR NATION OF
THE FUTURE WE ASPIRE TO. A NATION IN WHICH WE AS THE ZAMBIAN
FAMILY, CAN RAISE CAPABLE, RESPONSIBLE, DECENT AND SUCCESSFUL
CHILDREN AND CITIZENS.

MADAM SPEAKER,

AS OUR COUNTRY TURNS 60 ON 24TH OCTOBER THIS YEAR, LET US ALL
STRIVE TO BE THE BEST WE CAN BE, NOW AND INTO THE FUTURE. LET US
COMMIT TO ALWAYS DO GOOD FOR THIS GREAT NATION. TO ALWAYS BE
GOOD TO EACH OTHER WITHIN OUR DEMOCRATIC DISPENSATION.

LET US ALWAYS STAND FOR, AND LIVE BY, OUR NATIONAL VALUES AND
PRINCIPLES. INDEED, LET US ELECT TO WALK THIS PATH AS A ONE ZAMBIA
ONE NATION, ONE PEOPLE, UNDER ONE GOD.

MAY THE ALMIGHTY GOD BLESS US ALL AND OUR MOTHERLAND,
ZAMBIA.

MADAM SPEAKER, I THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION.


